
   Friends Of St Joseph’s School 
 

The ‘Friends of St Joseph’s School’ (FOSS) are a hard 
working group of parents, caregivers and community 
members who play a very important role within our 
school by providing opportunities for community 
entertainment and for raising and distributing funds for 
school-based projects. On behalf of the wider school 
community I take this opportunity to thank all of the 
members of this group for your ongoing support of our 
school. Your hard work has led to many opportunities 
that we would not have been able to offer our students 
without your support. 
 
Last night happened to be the Annual General Meeting 
for this group. Unfortunately, they did not have enough 
people attend the meeting to constitute a quorum. The 
FOSS are always looking for new members with energy, 
enthusiasm and new ideas to join their team. If you think 
FOSS might be an avenue that you can become involved 
with our school then please contact the office staff for 
more information. 
 

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING (PB4L) 

Positive Behaviour for Learning is a school wide 

approach to teaching social and behavioural skills.  

In it simplest form it involves the development of a 

school wide discipline plan that leads to a positive 

school climate and creates a supportive environment 

for personal, social, and academic growth for students 

and staff.  

At St Josephs School we focus on the values of 

Determination, Respect, Creativity, Love and 

Excellence which link to our DRIVE acronym.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Boy how time flies 
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Kia Ora Whānau 
ERO Report 2019 
 
We are delighted with the feedback we have received 
from the recent ERO visit. It validates the hard work of our 
Board of Trustees, teachers, student and whanau and 
highlights both the growth we have made as a community 
and the positive direction the school is heading. 

I draw particular attention to the section that 
assesses: “What school processes and practices are 
effective in enabling achievement of equity and 
excellence, and acceleration of learning?” 

Trustees, leaders and teachers are deliberately establishing 
and strengthening systems, practices and processes to 
improve equitable and excellent outcomes for all children. 

The leadership team is purposefully fostering a positive 
culture for staff and students and establishing a 
supportive learning environment aligned to meeting the 
school’s vision. Respectful, positive relationships and an 
inclusive and caring community of learning are evident. 

An individualised approach to promoting students’ 
wellbeing and learning is highly evident across all levels of 
the school. External expertise supports this provision. 
Authentic opportunities are available for older students to 
develop leadership capability. 

Revised assessment practices support teachers to gather 
and collate a suitable range of assessment information to 
inform teaching and learning. Useful systems for 
identifying, measuring and reporting progress and 
outcomes for these learners are being embedded. There is a 
strong focus on promoting consistent teaching practice 
across the school to enhance the response to student 
needs. 
  
The principal has a highly collaborative, strongly 
improvement-focused leadership approach. This 
collaborative approach and professional learning promotes 
leadership development and improved teacher capability. 
Teachers are challenged to continually improve their 
practice through the recently updated appraisal and inquiry    
process. 
 
 

http://www.stjosephsuh.school.nz/


How St Joseph’s School are celebrating this year: 

This year, St Joseph’s School will be extending Christs call to 
love, to be and to do, by coming together with our local 

Catholic Schools; St Brendan’s and St Patrick’s College, to 
share experiences together and giving our students a 

chance to celebrate this unique day with other students 
their age from other schools. 

Both St Brendan’s and St Joseph’s School will start the days 
celebrations with a Mass at their own local Churches. 

Student leaders and representatives will be going to join 
the St Brendan’s Mass along with each schools principal’s, 
to signify each of our schools coming together. Everyone is 

invited to join us to celebrate the Mass at either the St 
Joseph’s Church at 9.15am or the Our Lady of Grace at 

9.30am. 

After this, all St Joseph’s year 1’s to 4’s will be travelling by 
bus to St Brendan’s where they will spend the day with their 

year 1’s to 4’s in fun activities being led by some of the St 
Patrick's senior boys. 

At the same time, all St Brendan’s years 5-8 will being 
coming to spend the day at St Joseph's school with our year 
5-8s, intermingling in various activities run by a selection of 
St Patrick's boys and teachers. Whilst this is happening, we 
have 2 students who will be joining other St Brendan's and 

St Patricks students, in a music performance at the Home of 
Compassion. 

Our usual school times and drop offs and pickups will run as 
normal. 

Each school will be collecting non-perishable items for the St 
Vinnies food bank, as a way of showing our support and 

Christian values to people in need in our local community. 

All St Joseph’s Student are asked to bring a non-perishable 
food item to donate to the food bank - this will be collected 

from their classrooms on Monday morning and sent to the St 
Vinnies Food Bank to be delivered to in - need families in our 

community. 

This will be a week full of celebration of our Catholic Faith, 
the Special Character of our school and our Catholic Values. 

 
Other News: 

This Saturday a group of students will be participating in 
their first Rite of Reconciliation as part of the St Joseph's 
Parish Sacramental Programme which is supported by the 
school. Congratulations to those students who have been 

attending these lessons each Sunday this term. 
 

An important reminder: 
We have our compulsory Sunday Mass for Trinity Sunday 

coming up this term on Sunday 16th June at 10.30am. This is 
one of two compulsory Sunday Masses a year for our school. 

These are an important part of our developing School and 
Parish connection, where we come together with our 

community and celebrate a special Mass together and enact 
our Catholic faith. Many students will have parts and jobs 

within the Mass, so please put this in your calendar to attend 
as a family! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHARACTER 
 

 
 

In New Zealand, we are very lucky to have a day where all 
Catholic Schools celebrate our Catholic Character and 
what is means to be in a Catholic School Community. 
Below is a letter from the Archbishop of Wellington, 

Cardinal John Dew who explains the importance of this 
national day of celebration for all of us and our Catholic 

Community. 
 

 
 

“Kia tau te Rangimarie ki a koutou” 

National Catholic Schools Day has always been a wonderful 
celebration of what our schools are and are meant to be. 

2019 will be no different. 

This year's theme “Extending Christ's call to love, to be, to 
do" is very much about our mission in the Church today. For 
almost six years Pope Francis has been challenging us to go 

to the edges, to the peripheries, to the people in our society 
and in our communities, who struggle in life and who often 

live without hope. 

The Gospel asks us to extend Christs love to all; it challenges 
us to be Christ for them and to do works of mercy for them. 
It is in our schools that our young Catholic students learn to 
love as Jesus loved, to be his presence to others and to do as 

he did. 
It is sometimes said that "faith is a verb." It is not just a set 

of beliefs, but is something we do, a verb of course, being "a 
doing word." It is in our schools that students learn to "do" 
faith, to act with kindness and compassion, to serve others, 
to care for the sick and disabled, to forgive and to say sorry, 
to reach out to refugees and migrants...the list is endless - 

and it is wonderful to see all that is done in the name of 
Jesus. We always speak of “Celebrating” Catholic Schools 
Day. Please make this year a special celebration, a day on 

which we can remember all the things that are done in the 
name of Jesus and for which we can be grateful. 

 
This should be a real celebration. Let's make it a great day, a 
day to give thanks and to be part of "Extending Christ's call 

to love, to be, to do." With all good wishes and every 
blessing 

 
Cardinal John Dew 

Archbishop of Wellington” 
 

 

 



 

 
 

Tough Guy and Gal Challenge 
 

Congratulations to all 74 students who 
participated in the Tough Guy and Gal Challenge 
on Wednesday 22nd May at Camp Wainuiomata, 
Our students represented our school with pride 
and we are immensely proud of the teamwork, 

determination and courage shown throughout this 
event. 

A huge thank you to the students parents for 
getting them to school at 7.30am this day and to 

the parents who came along to support this event, 
it was greatly appreciated! An awesome day had 

by all. 
Check out all the photos on our school Facebook 

page! 
 

Inter-School Cross country 
 

Congratulations to all 54 students who competed 
in the Inter-School Cross Country on Sunday 19th 

May at Harcourt Park you all represented our 
school proudly and gave your all! 

A special congratulations to the following place 
getters: 

 
Top 10 in Year 3 and Under: 

Kenzie Gillies 2nd in Girls 
Lee-Luk Sok - 6th in Boys 

 
Top 10 in year 4 and going to regionals 

Maggie Elmiger 2nd in Girls 
Zoey Watkins 5th in Girls 

EJ Hall 10th in Boys 
Lennox Johnson Walker - 11th place next in line for 

regionals 
 

Top 10 in year 5 and going to regionals 
Chelsea Bennett - 11th place next in line for 

regionals 
Brylee Burn - 12th place second in line for regionals 

 
 

Check out the photos at the end of the 
newsletter. 

 

 

  
  

Sports 

Sports Events Coming Up: 

Week 5 - Y5/6 Kiwi Kick AFL 

Week 6 - Jump Jam Competition 

Week 7 - Y5/6 Interschool Swimming and Y7/8 Basketball 

Week 8 - Y7/8 Inter-Zone Cross Country 

Week 9 - Y7/8 Sports Exchange - Netball and Football with 

Manguraki and Y4/6 Gymfest 

Week 10 - Regional Cross Country for Y4/8 

Basketball and Swimming in week 7 

There are a couple of sports events coming up, thank you to 

those who have registered for the Y5/6 Interschool 

Swimming sports, an email has been sent out confirming 

your students swimming stroke. 

If you believe your student is a part of this however you did 

not get an email, please contact 

sports@stjosephsuh.school.nz ASAP. 

Our two Y7/8 Basketball teams are competing in an Inter-

zone tournament in week 7, we wish them the best of luck! 

Thanks to the fantastic coaches and managers of these two 

teams, Xavier Lloyd Conrad Simon Anna Lloyd and Lisa 

Jamieson, they are doing a fantastic job! 

Jump Jam 

Our x5 Jump Jam teams are training hard getting ready for 

their competition in Early June, they are having a display on 

Sunday 2nd June at School, if you would like to come along 

and support it would be greatly appreciated, please email 

sports@stjosephsuh.school.nz for more information. 

Jump Jam student caregivers - you will have received an 

email communication about this display and caregiver 

meeting on Sunday 2nd June. If not please let me know 

ASAP. 

AFL Rugby 
Our x2 AFL teams are playing in an interschool tournament 

on Tuesday next week, we wish them the best of luck! 
Thank you to Tyler Forbes, Tyler Hill, Zack Ziogas and Jakson 

Bentley who are doing an awesome job of coaching the 
teams. 

Our School is also on the sausage sizzle for this event. Thank 
you to our intermediate students and parent helpers who 

are supporting us with this. 
 

 



2019 Term Dates 
 
Term 1   4 February – 12 April 
 
Term 2  29 April – 5 July 
 
Term 3  22 July – 27 September 
 
Term 4  14 October – TBC 
 
 

 
Please bring a non-perishable food item to school On 

Monday 27th May for the St Vincent de Paul Food 

Bank as part of our Catholic School Days 

celebrations. 

 

Year 7 Vision Screening - Information for parents 

Regional Public Health provides a vision screening 

programme for all Year 7 students. 

 Vision – pupils will be advised of results at the time 

of screening. If further assessment is 

recommended you will be notified by mail. 

 Children who wear glasses and/or are under 

professional care and have regular checks will not 

require a vision check from our service. 

 

Non-consent – please notify your school if you do not 

want your child being screened. 

This screening is not a full assessment of your child’s vision. 
If you have any concerns, please see an optometrist. 

 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Tuesday 8.15 – 8.45am 

Wednesday 2.30 – 3.00pm 

 

 

Mila Ge 
  

PB4L Certificates 
 

Congratulations to the following students who received 
PB4L certificates at this week’s School Assembly. 
 
 
Rochelle Ngu – room 1 

 Semisi Akauola - room 2 

Peti Fruean – room 3 

Lauren Brophy –room 4  

Joseph Perez – room 5 

Brodie Maguren – room 6 

Sofia Baer – room 7  

Maggie Elmiger – room 8 

Sophie Coard  - room 9 

Bernadette Pole’o – room 10 

James Tansell – room 11 

Rose Erika – room 12 

Arlia McKirdy – room 13 

Zoe Kroezen – room 14 

Osyana-Tora Martin – room 15 

Jada Cant – room 16 

Byron Laing – room 17 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Congratulations to... 

 
Zhali Morgan, Eapeisi Te'o, Mackenize Roil,  

Matangihau Nuku, Alani Patea, Sarah Tiatia and 
Gibeon Pole'o for making the year 7 and year 8 Hutt 
Valley Development Squad. We wish you luck for the 

season ahead. 
 

And to… 
 

Senira Hewitt, Melaene Poleo, Safira Schultz and 
Mila Gee who have made it into the Upper Hutt 

Junior Development Squad. Good luck for the future 
season. 

 
 
The School is happy to sell any outgrown or unused 
uniform pieces on your behalf. Please contact the 
office for details. 
 
The teachers of Saint Josephs will strike again on the 
29th of May.  
Afterschool care will be open as per holiday opening 
hours and fees. Please contact afterschool care for 
further details. 
 

Tuck Shop 
The tuck shop will be closed on Tuesday 23rd of May 

because of Catholic School Days. 

  

  

 

 

  

  

Faith in the Future, Love of Learning, Love of Life 

 
Board of Trustees 

 
St Joseph’s School Upper Hutt 

Board of Trustees’ Election 
Declaration of Parent Election Results 

 
At the close of nominations, as the number of valid 
nominations was equal to the number of vacancies 

required to be filled, I hereby declare the following duly 
elected: 

 
CHIVERS, Lisa 

CUREL, Michelle 
EDHOUSE, Simon 

JONES, Ruth 
PRASAD, Jogeshni 

 
Declaration of Staff Election Results 

 
At the close of nominations, as there was only one valid 
nomination received, I hereby declare the following duly 

elected: 
 

SASSE, Samantha 
 

Signed Lorraine Sayer 
Returning Officer 

 
 
 
\ 
 

 
 

Amazing artwork by Matthew Leitch, age 9, Room 4. 
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