130 TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
FIRST READING

Sirach 27.30 - 28.7
Forgive your neighbour the wrong that is done,
and then your sins will be pardoned when you pray.

A reading from the book of Sirach .
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Anger and wrath, these are abomin ation s,
yet a sin n er h olds on to th em.
The ven geful will face th e Lord’s ven gean ce,
for he keeps a strict accoun t of th eir sin s.
Forgive your n eigh bour th e wrong that is done,
and then your sins will be pardon ed wh en you pray.
Does an yon e h arbour an ger against an other,
and expect healing from th e Lord?
If on e h as n o mercy toward an oth er like on eself,
can on e th en seek pardon for on e’s own sin s?
If a mere mortal h arbours wrath ,
who will make an aton in g sacrifice for th at on e’s sin s?
Remember the end of your life,
and set enmity aside;
remember corruption an d death,
and be true to the comman dmen ts.
Remember the commandmen ts,
and do not be angry with your n eigh bour;
remember th e coven an t of the Most High,
and overlook faults.
The word of th e Lord.
A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Psalm 103.1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 ( R.8)

R. The Lord is kind and merciful;
slow to anger, and rich in compassion.
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Bless the Lord, O my soul,
an d all that is within me, bless his holy name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
an d do not forget all his benefits. R.
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It is th e Lord wh o forgives all your iniquity,
wh o heals all your diseases,
wh o redeems your life from the Pit,
wh o crowns you with steadfast love an d mercy. R.
He will not always accuse,
n or will he keep his anger forever.
He does not deal with us according to our sins,
n or repay us according to our iniquities. R.
For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
so far he removes our transgressions from us. R.

SECOND READING

Romans 14.7-9
Whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.

A reading from the letter of Paul to th e Roman s.
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My broth ers an d sisters,
we do n ot live to ourselves,
and we do not die to ourselves.
If we live, we live to th e Lord,
and if we die, we die to the Lord;
so th en, whether we live or wh eth er we die,
we are th e Lord’s.
For to th is en d Ch rist died and lived again,
so th at he might be Lord of both th e dead an d th e livin g.
The word of th e Lord.
A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

John 13.34

Th is verse may accompany the singing of th e Alleluia.
If th e Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I give you a new commandment:
love one another as I have loved you.

GOSPEL

Matthew 18.21-35
Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
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A reading from the holy gospel accordin g to Matth ew.

Peter came an d said to Jesus,
“Lord, a broth er or sister sin s again st me,
how often sh ould I forgive?
As many as seven times?”
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Jesus said to h im,
“Not seven times,
but, I tell you, seven ty-seven times.
“For th is reason th e kin gdom of h eaven may be compared to a kin g
who wish ed to settle accoun ts with h is slaves.
When h e began th e reckon in g,
one wh o owed h im ten th ousan d talen ts was brought to him;
and, as he could not pay,
his lord ordered h im to be sold,
together with his wife and ch ildren an d all h is possession s,
and payment to be made.
So the slave fell on h is kn ees before him, saying,
‘Have patien ce with me,
and I will pay you everything.’
The lord of th at slave released h im
and forgave him the debt.
“But th at same slave, as h e wen t out,
came upon on e of h is fellow slaves
who owed h im a h un dred den arii;
and seizing him by the throat, h e said,
‘Pay wh at you owe.’
Then h is fellow slave fell down an d pleaded with h im,
‘Have patien ce with me, an d I will pay you.’
But h e refused;
th en he went and threw him in to prison
un til he would pay the debt.
“When h is fellow slaves saw wh at h ad h appen ed,
th ey were greatly distressed,
and they went and reported to th eir lord
all that had taken place.
Then h is lord summon ed h im an d said to h im,
‘You wicked slave!
I forgave you all th at debt because you pleaded with me.
Should you n ot h ave h ad mercy on your fellow slave,
as I had mercy on you?’
And in anger his lord handed h im over to be tortured
un til he would pay his entire debt.
“So my h eaven ly Fath er will also do to every on e of you,
if you do n ot forgive your broth er or sister from your h eart.”
The gospel of th e Lord.
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