69 THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
FIRST READING

Nehemiah 8.1-4a, 5-6, 8-10++
The people understood the book of the Law as it was read to them.

A reading from the book of Neh emiah .
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All th e people gathered togeth er in to th e square before th e Water Gate.
They told th e scribe Ezra to brin g th e book of th e law of Moses,
which th e Lord h ad given to Israel.
Accordingly, the priest Ezra brough t th e law before th e assembly,
both men an d women an d all who could hear with understan ding.
This was on th e first day of th e seven th mon th .
He read from it facin g th e square before th e Water Gate
from early morning until midday,
in the presen ce of th e men an d th e women
and those who could understan d;
and the ears of all the people were atten tive
to the book of the law.
The scribe Ezra stood on a wooden platform
th at had been made for the purpose.
And Ezra opened the book in th e sigh t of all th e people,
for he was standing above all th e people;
and when he opened it, all th e people stood up.
Then Ezra blessed th e Lord, th e great God,
and all the people answered, “Amen , Amen ,” liftin g up th eir h an ds.
Then th ey bowed th eir h eads
and worshipped the Lord with th eir faces to th e groun d.
So the Levites read from th e book,
from the law of God, with in terpretation .
They gave th e sen se, so th at th e people un derstood th e readin g.
And Nehemiah, who was the govern or, an d Ezra th e priest an d scribe,
and the Levites who taught th e people
said to all the people,
“This day is h oly to th e Lord your God;
do not mourn or weep.”
For all th e people wept wh en they heard the words of the law.
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Then Ezra said to th em,
“Go your way, eat th e fat an d drin k sweet win e
and send portions of them to th ose for wh om n oth in g is prepared,
for this day is holy to our Lord;
and do not be grieved,
for the joy of the Lord is your stren gth .”
The word of th e Lord.
A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Psalm 19.7, 8, 9, 14 ( R. Jn 6.63)

R. Yours words, Lord, are spirit and life.
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The law of the Lord is perfect,
reviving the soul;
th e decrees of the Lord are sure,
makin g wise th e simple. R.
Th e precepts of the Lord are righ t,
rejoicing the heart;
th e commandment of the Lord is clear,
en lightening the eyes. R.
Th e fear of the Lord is pure,
en during forever;
th e ordinances of the Lord are true
an d righteous altogether. R.
Let th e words of my mouth
an d the meditation of my heart
be acceptable to you,
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. R.

SECOND READING

( longer)

1 Corinthians 12.12-30
You form the body of Christ, yet each of you is a different part of it.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to th e Corin th ian s.
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Just as th e body is on e an d h as man y members,
and all the members of the body, th ough man y, are on e body,
so it is with Christ.
For in th e on e Spirit we were all baptized into one body
—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—
and we were all made to drin k of on e Spirit.
Indeed, th e body does n ot con sist of on e member but of man y.
If the foot would say,
“Because I am n ot a h an d, I do n ot belon g to th e body,”
th at would not make it any less a part of th e body.
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And if the ear would say,
“Because I am n ot an eye, I do n ot belon g to th e body,”
th at would not make it any less a part of th e body.
If the wh ole body were an eye,
where would th e h earin g be?
If the wh ole body were h earin g,
where would th e sen se of smell be?
But as it is,
God arran ged th e members in the body,
each on e of th em, as h e ch ose.
If all were a sin gle member, wh ere would th e body be?
As it is, there are many members, yet on e body.
The eye can n ot say to th e h an d, “I h ave n o n eed of you,”
nor again th e h ead to th e feet, “I h ave n o n eed of you.”
On th e con trary,
th e members of the body th at seem to be weaker are in dispen sable,
and those members of the body th at we th in k less h on ourable
we cloth e with greater h on our,
and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect;
whereas our more respectable members do n ot n eed th is.
But God h as so arran ged th e body,
giving the greater honour to th e in ferior member,
th at there may be no dissen sion with in th e body,
but th e members may h ave th e same care for one anoth er.
If on e member suffers, all suffer togeth er with it;
if one member is h on oured, all rejoice togeth er with it.
Now you are th e body of Ch rist
and individually members of it.
And God has appointed in th e ch urch first apostles,
second prophets, third teach ers;
th en deeds of power, then gifts of h ealin g,
forms of assistance, forms of leadersh ip,
various kin ds of ton gues.
Are all apostles? Are all proph ets?
Are all teachers? Do all work miracles?
Do all possess gifts of h ealin g?
Do all speak in ton gues? Do all interpret?
The word of th e Lord.
A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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SECOND READING

( shorter)

1 Corinthians 12.12-14, 27
You form the body of Christ, yet each of you is a different part of it.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to th e Corin th ian s.
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Just as th e body is on e an d h as man y members,
and all the members of the body, th ough man y, are on e body,
so it is with Christ.
For in th e on e Spirit we were all baptized into one body
—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—
and we were all made to drin k of on e Spirit.
Indeed, th e body does n ot con sist of on e member but of man y.
Now you are th e body of Christ
and individually members of it.
The word of th e Lord.
A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Luke 4.18-19

Th is verse may accompany the singing of th e Alleluia.
If th e Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Th e Lord sent me to bring good news to the poor
and freedom to prison ers.

GOSPEL

Luke 1.1-4; 4.14-21
Today this scripture has been fulfilled.

✠
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A reading from the holy gospel accordin g to Luke.

Since man y h ave un dertaken to set down an orderly account
of th e even ts th at h ave been fulfilled among us,
just as they were handed on to us by th ose wh o from th e begin n in g
were eyewitn esses an d servan ts of th e word,
I too decided,
after investigating everythin g carefully from th e very first,
to write an orderly account for you, most excellen t Th eoph ilus,
so th at you may know the truth
concern in g th e th in gs about wh ich you h ave been in structed.
Jesus, filled with th e power of th e Spirit,
return ed to Galilee,
and a report about him spread th rough all th e surroun din g coun try.
He began to teach in th eir syn agogues
and was praised by everyone.
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When h e came to Nazareth ,
where h e h ad been brought up,
Jesus wen t to th e syn agogue on th e sabbath day,
as was his custom.
He stood up to read,
and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to h im.
He un rolled th e scroll
and found the place where it was written :
“The Spirit of th e Lord is upon me,
because h e h as an oin ted me to brin g good news to th e poor.
He h as sen t me to proclaim release to th e captives
and recovery of sight to the blin d,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”
And Jesus rolled up the scroll,
gave it back to the attendan t, an d sat down .
The eyes of all in th e syn agogue were fixed on h im.
Then Jesus began to say to th em,
“Today th is scripture h as been fulfilled in your h earin g.”
The gospel of th e Lord.
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