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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FIRST READING

Zephaniah 3.14-18a
Daughter of Zion, the Lord will rejoice over you with gladness.

A reading from the book of th e proph et Zeph an iah .
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Sing aloud, O daugh ter Zion; shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your h eart,
O daugh ter of Jerusalem!
The Lord h as taken away th e judgmen ts again st you,
he has turn ed away your en emies.
The kin g of Israel, th e Lord, is in your midst;
you sh all fear disaster n o more.
On th at day it sh all be said to Jerusalem:
Do n ot fear, O Zion ;
do not let your hands grow weak.
The Lord, your God, is in your midst,
a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladn ess,
he will ren ew you in h is love;
The Lord, your God, will exult over you with loud sin gin g
as on a day of festival.
The word of th e Lord.
A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL CANTICLE
R. Cry out with joy an d gladness:
for among you is the great and Holy One of Israel.
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Surely God is my salvation ;
I will trust, an d will n ot be afraid,
for the Lord God is my strength and my might;
h e h as become my salvation.
With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation. R.
Give th an ks to th e Lord,
call on h is n ame;
make kn own h is deeds amon g the nations;
proclaim th at h is n ame is exalted. R.

YEAR C

Isaiah 12.2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 ( R.6)
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Sin g praises to th e Lord,
for h e has done gloriously;
let this be known in all the earth.
Sh out aloud an d sin g for joy, O royal Zion,
for great in your midst
is th e Holy One of Israel. R.

SECOND READING

Philippians 4.4-7
The Lord is close at hand.

A reading from the letter of Paul to th e Ph ilippian s.
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Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, Rejoice.
Let your gentleness be known to everyon e.
The Lord is n ear.
Do n ot worry about an yth ing,
but in everyth in g let your requests be made known to God
by prayer an d supplication with th anksgivin g.
And the peace of God,
which surpasses all un derstan din g,
will guard your h earts an d your min ds in Ch rist Jesus.
The word of th e Lord.
A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Luke 4.18 ( Isaiah 61.1)

Th is verse may accompany the singing of th e Alleluia.
If th e Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Th e Spirit of the Lord now upon me
has sent me to bring good news to th e poor.

GOSPEL

Luke 3.10-18
The crowds asked, “What should we do?”
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A reading from the gospel accordin g to Luke.

The crowds, wh o were gath erin g to be baptized by Joh n , asked h im,
“What sh ould we do?”
In reply Joh n said to th em,
“Whoever h as two coats must sh are with an yon e wh o h as n on e;
and whoever has food must do likewise.”
Even tax collectors came to be baptized,
and they asked him,
“Teach er, wh at sh ould we do?”
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He said to th em,
“Collect n o more th an th e amoun t prescribed for you.”
Soldiers also asked h im,
“And we, wh at sh ould we do?”
He said to th em,
“Do n ot extort mon ey from an yon e by th reats or false accusation ,
and be satisfied with your wages.”
As the people were filled with expectation ,
and all were questioning in th eir h earts con cern in g Joh n ,
wheth er h e migh t be th e Messiah ,
John an swered all of th em by sayin g,
“I baptize you with water;
but on e wh o is more power ful th an I is comin g;
I am n ot worth y to un tie th e th on g of h is san dals.
He will baptize you with th e Holy Spirit an d fire.
His win n owin g fork is in h is h an d,
to clear his threshing floor
and to gather the wheat into h is gran ary;
but th e ch aff h e will burn with unquenchable fire.”
So, with man y oth er exh ortations,
John proclaimed th e good n ews to th e people.
The gospel of th e Lord.
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