36 FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
The readings assigned for Year A, no. 34, may replace these.

FIRST READING

Isaiah 43.16-21
I am about to do a new thing: I will give drink to my chosen people.

A reading from the book of th e proph et Isaiah .
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Thus says th e Lord,
who makes a way in th e sea,
a path in the mighty waters,
who brin gs out ch ariot an d h orse, army an d warrior;
th ey lie down, they cannot rise,
th ey are extinguished, quen ch ed like a wick:
Do n ot remember th e former things,
or con sider th e th in gs of old.
I am about to do a n ew th in g;
now it sprin gs forth , do you n ot perceive it?
I will make a way in th e wildern ess
and rivers in the desert.
The wild an imals will h on our me,
th e jackals and the ostriches;
for I give water in the wildern ess, rivers in th e desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
th e people whom I formed for myself
so th at they might declare my praise.
The word of th e Lord.
A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
R. The Lord has done great th in gs for us;
we are filled with joy.
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When th e Lord restored th e fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.
Th en our mouth was filled with laugh ter,
an d our tongue with shouts of joy. R.
Th en it was said among the nation s,
“The Lord h as don e great th in gs for them.”
Th e Lord has done great things for us,
an d we rejoiced. R.
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Psalm 126.1-2a, 2b-3, 4-5, 6 ( R.3)
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Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
like the watercourses in the desert of the Negev.
May those who sow in tears
reap with shouts of joy. R.
Th ose who go out weeping,
bearing the seed for sowing,
sh all come home with shouts of joy,
carryin g th eir sh eaves. R.

SECOND READING

Philippians 3.8-14
I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish,
so that I may attain Christ.

A reading from the letter of Paul to th e Ph ilippian s.
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I regard everyth in g as loss
because of th e surpassin g value of knowin g Christ Jesus my Lord.
For his sake I h ave suffered the loss of all things,
and I regard them as rubbish ,
in order th at I may gain Ch rist an d be foun d in h im,
not havin g a righ teousn ess of my own th at comes from th e law,
but on e th at comes th rough faith in Christ,
th e righteousness from God based on faith .
I wan t to kn ow Ch rist
and the power of his resurrection
and the sharing of his sufferin gs by becomin g like h im in h is death ,
if someh ow I may attain th e resurrection from th e dead.
Not th at I h ave already obtain ed th is
or have already reach ed th e goal;
but I press on to make it my own ,
because Ch rist Jesus h as made me h is own .
Beloved, I do n ot con sider th at I h ave made it my own ;
but th is on e th in g I do:
forgetting what lies behind an d strain in g forward to wh at lies ah ead,
I press on toward th e goal
for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Ch rist Jesus.
The word of th e Lord.
A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Joel 2.12-13
Th is verse may accompany the singing of th e acclamation .
If th e acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

With all your heart turn to me, says th e Lord,
for I am tender and compassionate.

GOSPEL

John 8.1-11
Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone.

✠
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A reading from the gospel accordin g to Joh n .

Jesus wen t to th e Moun t of Olives.
Early in the morning he came again to th e temple.
All th e people came to him
and he sat down and began to teach th em.
The scribes an d th e Ph arisees brough t a woman
who h ad been caugh t in adultery;
and making her stand before th e people,
th ey said to Jesus,
“Teach er, th is woman was caugh t
in the very act of committin g adultery.
In th e law, Moses comman ded us to ston e such women .
Now wh at do you say?”
They said th is to test Jesus,
so th at they might have some ch arge to brin g again st h im.
Jesus ben t down
and wrote with his finger on th e groun d.
When th e scribes an d Ph arisees kept on question in g h im,
Jesus straigh ten ed up an d said to th em,
“Let an yon e amon g you who is with out sin
be th e first to th row a ston e at her.”
And once again Jesus bent down an d wrote on th e groun d.
When th e scribes an d Ph arisees h eard wh at Jesus h ad said,
th ey went away, one by one, begin n in g with th e elders;
and Jesus was left alone with th e woman stan din g before h im.
Jesus straigh ten ed up an d said to h er,
“Woman , wh ere are th ey?
Has n o on e con demn ed you?”
She said, “No on e, sir.”
And Jesus said, “Neither do I con demn you.
Go your way, an d from n ow on do not sin again.”
The gospel of th e Lord.
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