21 BAPTISM OF THE LORD
SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY – YEAR C

FIRST READING

Isaiah 40.1-5, 9-11
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it.

A reading from the book of th e proph et Isaiah .
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Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
Speak ten derly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
th at she has served her term,
th at her penalty is paid,
th at she has received from th e Lord’s h an d
double for all her sins.
A voice cries out:
“In th e wildern ess prepare th e way of th e Lord,
make straigh t in th e desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
th e uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain .
Then th e glory of th e Lord sh all be revealed,
and all people shall see it togeth er,
for the mouth of the Lord h as spoken .”
Get you up to a h igh moun tain,
O Zion , h erald of good tidin gs;
lift up your voice with strength ,
O Jerusalem, h erald of good tidin gs,
lift it up, do n ot fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
See, th e Lord God comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with h im,
and his recompense before h im.
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He will feed h is flock like a sh eph erd;
he will gath er th e lambs in h is arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sh eep.
The word of th e Lord.
A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Psalm 104.1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27+28, 29-30 ( R.1)

R. O bless the Lord, my soul!
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O Lord my God, you are very great.
You are clothed with hon our and majesty,
wrapped in light as with a garmen t.
You stretch out th e h eaven s like a tent. R.
You set the beams of your dwelling place on the waters,
you make the clouds your ch ariot,
you ride on the wings of the win d,
you make the winds your messen gers,
fire and flame your ministers. R.
O Lord, how manifold are your works!
In wisdom you h ave made th em all;
th e earth is full of your creatures.
Yon der is the sea, great and wide,
creepin g th in gs in n umerable are there,
livin g things both small and great. R.
Livin g th in gs all look to you
to give them their food in due season ;
wh en you give to them, they gath er it up;
wh en you open your hand, they are filled with good th in gs. R.
When you take away th eir breath,
th ey die and return to their dust.
When you sen d forth your spirit, they are created;
an d you renew the face of the earth. R.

SECOND READING

Titus 2.11-14; 3.4-7
God saved us through the water of rebirth
and renewal by the Holy Spirit.

A reading from the letter of Paul to Titus.
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The grace of God h as appeared, brin gin g salvation to all,
train ing us to renounce impiety an d worldly passion s,
and in the present age to live lives
th at are self-controlled, uprigh t, an d godly,
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while we wait for th e blessed h ope
and the manifestation of the glory of our great God an d Saviour,
Jesus Ch rist.
He it is wh o gave h imself for us
th at he might redeem us from all in iquity
and purify for himself a people of h is own
who are zealous for good deeds.
For wh en th e goodn ess an d loving kindness of God our Saviour appeared,
he saved us,
not because of an y works of righ teousn ess th at we h ad don e,
but accordin g to h is mercy,
th rough the water of rebirth an d ren ewal by th e Holy Spirit.
This Spirit h e poured out on us rich ly
th rough Jesus Christ our Saviour,
so th at, having been justified by h is grace,
we migh t become h eirs accordin g to th e h ope of etern al life.
The word of th e Lord.
A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

See Luke 3.16

Th is verse may accompany the singing of th e Alleluia.
If th e Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

John said: He wh o is to come is migh tier th an I;
he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit an d with fire.

GOSPEL

Luke 3.15-16, 21-22
When Jesus had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened
and the Holy Spirit descended upon him.
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A reading from the holy gospel accordin g to Luke.

The word of God came to Joh n son of Zech ariah in th e wildern ess.
He wen t in to all th e region aroun d th e Jordan ,
proclaiming a baptism of repen tan ce for th e forgiven ess of sin s.
As the people were filled with expectation ,
and all were questioning in th eir h earts con cern in g Joh n ,
wheth er h e migh t be th e Messiah ,
John an swered all of th em by sayin g,
“I baptize you with water;
but on e wh o is more power ful th an I is comin g;
I am n ot worth y to un tie th e th on g of h is san dals.
He will baptize you with th e Holy Spirit an d fire.”
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Now wh en all th e people were baptized,
and when Jesus also had been baptized an d was prayin g,
th e heaven was opened,
and the Holy Spirit descended upon h im in bodily form like a dove.
And a voice came from heaven ,
“You are my Son , th e Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”
The gospel of th e Lord.

When Epiphany is transferred to a Sunday which falls on 8 or 9 January, the Baptism of the Lord is
transferred to the Monday immediately following. Only one reading before the gospel is used.
The readings for the Sundays of Ordinary Time ( see no. 66, page 672) begin next Sunday. See the
Liturgical Calendar.
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