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Season of Creation - Stewardship • Kaitiakitanga
As we celebrate the second week of the Season of Creation we can look forward to the coming week. Māori Language Day is
September 14 and commemorates the presentation of the 1972 Māori language petition to parliament. It is the beginning of
Te Wiki o te reo Māori. Te reo Māori is a taonga of Māori, guaranteed under the Treaty of Waitangi. It is for every New
Zealander and a valued part of our national identity. The chosen theme is again 'Kia Kaha te Reo Māori’ – Let’s make the
Māori language strong. Pope Francis recognises the importance of tangata whenua.
“It is essential to show special care for indigenous communities and their cultural traditions. They are not merely one minority
among others, but should be the principle dialogue partners, especially when large projects affecting their land are proposed.
For them land is not a commodity but rather a gift from God and from their ancestors who rest there, a sacred space with
which they need to interact if they are to maintain their identity and values. When they remain on their land, they themselves
care for it best.” (# 146 Laudato Si')
Pray for the tangata whenua and that there be a greater regard for the relationships the Treaty of Waitangi calls for, and
deepened respect for indigenous peoples.
Practice some Māori greetings and learn more and use what you know.
Advocate for those who are experiencing racism by not being a bystander. Have conversations and learn to actively listen to
people of other cultures.
Take Action
• Explore the correct Māori place names in your area.
• Use Māori names for the birds, plants and words for nature such as awa (river), maunga (mountain)
• Try introducing some more Te Reo Māori into your liturgies
This week’s liturgy was prepared by Estelle Henrys from Ōtari Parish (St Teresa’s Karori & St Thomas More Wilton).
EJP – Seasons of creation
http://www.stjosephsuh.com/e-jp.html
Liturgical Guide for Season of Creation 2020

https://tuimotu.org/a/3ngdBdW
Time/Talent/Treasure survey
http://www.stjosephsuh.com/uploads/1/2/3/1/12314017/time.pdf
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Liturgy of the Word:
Psalm Response:
Today’s Readings:
Next Sunday:

“The Lord is kind and merciful; slow to anger, and rich in compassion.”
Sirach 27.30 – 28.7, Romans 14.7-9, Matthew 18.21-35
Isaiah 55.6-9, Philippians 1.20-24, 27, Matthew 20.1-16

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Introduction: Our readings for this twenty-fourth Sunday concern forgiving those who wound us and being reconciled with
them. All three readings today remind us of the path to forgiveness, mercy, and reconciliation and challenge us to walk this,
the only way to life.
Scripture lessons summarised: Sirach, in the first reading, reminds his listeners that if they don’t heal and forgive and show
mercy, they can’t expect to receive much of that from God in return. It is unwise to nurse grudges and wise to forgive because
our life span is very short and our eternal destiny is decided by how we forgive, how we work for reconciliation with those
who wound us and how we render humble and loving service to them.
In the second reading, Paul reminds us that we have to forgive others because we belong to Christ who, by his own example
in forgiving those who killed him, taught us how we must forgive in our turn. Since we humans are related to each other as
brothers and sisters of Jesus, we are in the family of God, so hatred and bitterness toward anyone should have no place in
our hearts.
In today’s Gospel, through the parable of the two debtors, Jesus teaches us that there should be no limit to our forgiveness
and no conditions attached to our reconciliation. We represent the greater debtor in the parable because we commit sins
every day and, hence, we need God’s forgiveness every day. But we must forgive in order to be forgiven. Jesus explains,
after teaching us the prayer Our Father, “For if your forgive men their trespassers, your Heavenly Father also will forgive
you.”
Life messages:
1) We need to forgive, forget and be reconciled: In the light of eternity and considering the shortness of our span of life,
harbouring old grudges is pointless. The forgiveness that we offer others is the indispensable condition which opens our
hearts to love and makes it possible for us to receive God’s forgiveness and to pray meaningfully: “Forgive us our trespassers
and we forgive those who trespass against us.” What God expects from us, and offers us grace to accomplish, is limitless
forgiving and a willingness to overlooks faults and to keep on loving even in the face of insults.
2) We may never forget the hurt we have experienced, but we can, with His ongoing grace, chose to forgive and pray for our
offenders. As life goes on and we remember an incident that was hurtful and roused great anger is us, we need to remind
ourselves that, with God’s grace, we have already forgiven the one that hurt us. Time does not heal memories. Forgiveness
finally changes us from being prisoners of our past to being liberated and at peace with our memories. Forgiveness allows
us to move beyond the pain, the resentment, and the anger. When we forgive, we make the choice that heals. We can forgive
the offender by wishing him God’s blessings and by offering that individual to God by simply saying, “Help so-and-so and me
to mend our relationship.” When we withhold forgiveness, we remain the victim. When we offer forgiveness, we are doing it
also for our own well-being.

Fr Maleko Tufuga

PARISH DIARY

13 September – 20 September 2020
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
All Church bookings must meet social distancing and
contact tracing requirements in order to go ahead.
Sun
10:00 am Samoan community in meeting room
11:30 am Tongan community in meeting room
12:00 pm Samoan Divine Mercy in Church
2:00 pm Baptism preparation in parish lounge
Mon 2:00 pm Bible sharing in foyer
7:00 pm SVDP meeting in meeting room
Tues 9:45 am Legion on Mary in foyer
7:00 pm Legion of Mary OLM in meeting room
Wed 6:30 pm Tongan choir practice in meeting room
6:30 pm Samoan choir practice in Church
Thurs 7:30 pm Gus’ choir practice in Choir loft
Fri
6:30 am Early Bird Mass
6:00 pm Rosary (Tongans) in Church
Sat
2:00 pm Tongan choir practice in meeting room
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sun
12:00 pm Samoan Divine Mercy in Church
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Stewardship is not optional! “None of us lives as his own
master and none of us dies as his own master,” says St.
Paul. “While we live, we are responsible to the Lord, and
when we die, we die as His servants.”
Vocations for September – Phil Griffiths
Aotearoa New Zealand, following Jesus Christ by
celebrating and sharing faith, growing in community, and
working for justice and peace. “Everything – time, talent
and treasure – given to the parish is a gift.”
Have you ever considered going on
the Planned Giving system here at St.
Joseph’s?
You can do this by
automatic Payment or the weekly
envelope system. Your donations
entitle you to a 33% tax rebate and a
receipt will be provided to you at the end of the financial
year. Planned Giving forms are available on the table in
Foyer. Please ring Barbara at the Parish Office 528 2028
for a reference number or if you have any enquiries.
Parish Bank Account number is:
Bank of New Zealand
02 0772 0074384 00
Account name - St. Joseph’s Parish Upper Hutt
If you have made a payment into the Parish’s account
can you please notify Barbara in the parish office so
the money can be allocated correctly. Many thanks
Remember in Prayer
Elaine Vandervorst, Frank Vandervorst,
Theresia Scherrer, the sick, lonely,
special needs and intentions.
Preference of Enrolment Forms to be signed
Fr. Maleko will be available to sign preferences on a
Tuesday afternoon between 3:00 - 4:00 pm in the
Presbytery. No appointment necessary.

Alert Level 2
All weekday masses including Saturday morning 9 am
mass have resumed. The sacrament of Reconciliation can
be provided as well as taking Communion to the sick.
There will be NO Sunday masses which includes the
Saturday Vigil until we are at Alert Level 1.
The following must be adhered to:
- Keep the social distance of two metres in each direction
and if needed the number of people present must be
restricted to allow this to happen. No more than 100 people
are able to be present.
- You MUST sign in when entering the church either by
using the NZ Covid Tracer app or manually signing in on
the sign in sheets provided.
- Hand sanitiser will be available to use.
- Communion is to be the Body of Christ only and it is only
to be received on the hand.
- There is to be NO sign of peace and NO holy water.
- Strongly encourage the use of masks and sanitiser when
taking communion the sick.

Joshua Fellowship
Come and join other men on Thursday 17th of September
2020. A cuppa available from 7:00 pm for a 7:30 pm start
in 'LOAVES and FISHES' next to Anglican Cathedral of St
Paul, corner Hill and Molesworth streets. Our speaker will
be Jane Sutherland who will be sharing an amazing story
of forgiveness. “Forgive a little/love a little; forgive a lot/love
a lot”. Want to know more? Ring Steve Ready on 027 356
9555 or email: joshua.wgtn@gmail.com.

Parish Pastoral Council Results
Fr Maleko would like you to join him in welcoming the
following 6 people onto the Parish Pastoral Council.

I want to sing with you concert – Fr. Chris Skinner sm
With an interlude from Kāpiti Senior Singers. Held at Our
Lady of Kāpiti Church on Sunday 20th of September from
2:00-4:00 pm. Tickets are $25 each available from Our
Lady of Kāpiti parish office phone (04) 902 5815 or email:
oloktickets@gmail.com. Alternatively contact Mary Cook
on 027 298 3255 or email: cookwellington@yahoo.com.
CDs will be on sale at the concert.

2021
COLUMBAN ART
CALENDAR
OUT NOW

Angelique Gordon-Stables
(Māori representative)

Gus Taulanga

Donate the cost of a hedge plant
As a seasons of creation activity the EJP group have
planted an apple tree in the front of the church and hedge
plants along the Parish presbytery drive way, as
determined by the parish finance committee to protect the
graveside lawn. If you would like to donate the cost of a
hedge plant to add to the ones planted please call Teresa
on 022 312 7259 or Judy on 022 043 4703.
The parish needs your help!
Are you available to join a list of people willing to give half
an hour of your time to help sanitise the church after a
funeral when we are at Alert Level 2? Ideally we will have
a decent amount of people on a list that a few can be called
to ask if they are available the day of the funeral to help
sanitise the church after the funeral. This will ensure the
same few people are not doing the cleaning after every
funeral. Please call or email Barbara in the parish office if
you are willing to be on call for this ministry.

Tonga Language week 6th – 12th September 2020
The theme for Tonga language week is "Fakakoloa ‘o
Aotearoa ‘aki ‘a e Lotu Mo’oni" which in English means
"Enriching Aotearoa New Zealand through Prayer and
Faith". Each year a different theme is used to promote the
richness of the Tonga language and culture with the
Tongan community but also all New Zealanders.

Human Love in the Divine Plan (Theology of the Body) First intake in Wellington! Course for Adults (18 years up)
on September 19th & 20th (Saturday and Sunday). Held at
Challenge 2000, 1 Wanaka St, Johnsonville, Wellington.
General Registration is $50.00. (closes three days before
the event) Please phone 022 028 9737 or email
info@marriageandfamily.org.nz. For more information
please visit: www.marriageandfamily.org.nz.

Live Streaming – 9 am Mass online
The 9 am Mass will continue to be livestreamed on the
Parish Facebook page. The mass will then be uploaded to
YouTube as well. Please see links below for the Parish
Facebook page and YouTube.
www.facebook.com/StJosephsParishUH
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQFNBOfGXBmuf75
T3HAYlMQ
Do we have an insurance broker in the parish?
We are looking for a parishioner who works as an
insurance broker. If you are, can you please contact the
Finance Committee chair, Mike Williams on 027 248 4675.

Mālō e lelei,

Mary Meo

Remy Harris

Ben Leitch

Kristina Lambert-Vickers
(young adult representative)

A big thank you to all candidates who stood for the
election and to parishioners for casting their votes.
1Chronicles 16:23 “Sing to the Lord, all the earth!
Tell of his salvation from day to day.”

$12 each - Available from Barbara in the Parish office

Be informed about the End of Life Choice Act
Referendum:
• The End of Life Choice Act is not an option of ‘last resort’.
It will not just apply to the ‘exceptionally difficult cases’. It
does not require that a person first make use of available
treatments or counselling, nor that they first receive
palliative care. A person does not need to be in physical
pain.
• If euthanasia becomes legal in NZ, people will access it
because they think they lack other choices. Even though
quality palliative care is effective, there is no corresponding
legal right to access palliative care. Under current law,
people can already say ‘no’ to treatments and can receive
whatever level of pain relief they need. These days, no-one
need die in pain.
The EOLC Act is badly drafted and seriously flawed.
Whatever one’s views about the idea of euthanasia, it is
not ‘compassion’ to vote for a dangerous law. Links below:
www.riskylaw.nz
www.votesafe.nz
www.carealliance.org.nz
www.nathaniel.org.nz
Authorised by John Kleinsman, 15 Guildford Terrace,
Thorndon, Wellington
Each act of forgiveness fixes the cracks in the house and
strengthens its walls. Pope Francis: General Audience 4
November 2015

