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ALERT LEVEL 2 

THERE ARE NO MASSES OR IN PERSON PARISH GATHERINGS  
THE CHURCH BUILDING IS CLOSED 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  25/26 September 2021              YEAR B 
    
Liturgy of the Word:  
Psalm Response: “The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.” 
This Sunday:  Numbers 11.16a,17c,25-29, James 5.1-6, Mark 9.38-43, 45, 47-48 
Next Sunday:  Genesis 2.7ab,8b,18-24, Hebrews 2.9-11, Mark 10.2-16 
 

Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Introduction: 
Today’s Scripture readings give us a strong warning against jealousy, intolerance and giving scandal. 
 
Scripture lessons summarized: 
In the first reading, we find jealousy, in its destructive form of envy, raising its ugly head in Moses’ assistant and successor, 
Joshua.  Moses and seventy future helpers were called by the Lord God to the Tent of Meeting for the Spirit-giving 
Ordination ceremony. But two of the invitees were absent, and Joshua could not tolerate these absent men prophesying in 
the camp without receiving God’s Spirit in the Tent of Meeting. Moses had to instruct Joshua to be tolerant. This selection 
is intended to provide a Biblical background for Jesus’ response to the same kind of jealousy apparent in the apostles.  
 
In the second reading, James warns the rich against giving scandal by their denial of social justice to their workers in 
refusing to give them a living wage, by ignoring the needs of others, and by condemning and murdering the innocent and 
the righteous. Withholding a day-laborer’s wage was a terrible act of injustice, tantamount to murder in 
the agricultural economy of the ancient Middle East. Baptism commits every Christian to work for social justice through 
peaceable, rather than violent, means. 
 
In the Gospel, we find intolerance among the apostles of Christ. John complains to Jesus that a man outside their group of 
selected disciples has been exorcising demons in Jesus’ Name, despite their attempt to prevent him from doing so. Jesus 
responds by giving the Apostles lessons in Jesus’ own kind of tolerance and in the reward to be given to outsiders for good 
deeds they have done for the apostles because they are the disciples of Jesus. We also hear the strong warning of 
Jesus against giving scandal, especially to innocent children, to vulnerable members of the community, and to beginners 
in the Faith. Jesus instructs the Apostles, and us, that, just as a doctor might remove by surgery a limb or some part of the 
body to preserve the life of the whole body, so we must be ready to part with anything that causes us or others to sin and 
which leads to spiritual death. 
 
Life messages:  
1) Let us avoid conduct that can lead to giving scandal. We give scandal and become stumbling blocks to others: a) when 
we are unkind or unjust in our treatment of them, b) when we humiliate them by hurting their pride and damaging their self-
image, c) when we discourage, ignore, or refuse to accept them, and d) when we become judgmental of those who are still 
struggling to reach a level of commitment that we feel is too low to be useful. 
2) Let us learn the Christian virtue of tolerance: Christian tolerance asks that we bear with the weaknesses of others (without 
condoning the evil they do), by: a) remaining true to our conscience and beliefs, b) respecting the differences we encounter, 
c) working together on projects of common interest, d) affirming what is good in the other person’s position, even when we 
disagree on certain things, and e) allowing the light of Christ to shine through our loving words and deeds. 

 
 

Fr Maleko Tufuga 



Live Streaming of this Sunday’s Mass 
Our priests will be saying Mass this Sunday at 9:30 am. 
This Mass will be live streamed on our Parish Facebook 
page. You can find the livestream by going on to Facebook 
and searching ‘St. Joseph’s Parish Upper Hutt’.  
 
If you are having trouble finding the page in the Facebook 
search bar, the link to the page is 
www.facebook.com/StJosephsParishUH  
 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
St. James warns in today’s second reading that those who 
hoard their wealth and live only for themselves will be 
condemned. But in the Gospel, Jesus assures us that all 
who give of themselves for His sake will be rewarded.  
 
Aotearoa New Zealand, following Jesus 
Christ by celebrating and sharing faith, 
growing in community, and working for 
justice and peace.  “Everything – time, 
talent and treasure – given to the parish 
is a gift.” 
 
Have you ever considered going on the Planned Giving 
system here at St Joseph’s?  You can do this by automatic 
payment or the weekly envelope system. Your donations 
entitle you to a 33% tax rebate and a receipt will be 
provided to you at the end of the financial year. If you would 
like to join our Parish’s planned giving system please 
contact Barbara in the Parish office. 
 
Parish Bank Account number is:  
Bank of New Zealand  
02 0772 0074384 00  
Account name - St. Joseph’s Parish Upper Hutt  
 
Remember in prayer 
The sick, the lonely, the vulnerable, special 
needs, those suffering from the effects of 
COVID-19 & intentions. 
 
Preference of Enrolment Forms to be signed 
Fr Maleko will be available to sign preference forms 
between 3 – 4 pm on Tuesday’s. Please social distance, 
wear a mask and sign in with the QR code on the door. 
 
Parish Database 
If you are not receiving emails from the parish but have an 
email address, please let Barbara in the parish office know. 
You can be emailed the weekly bulletins and other 
important parish information. We would like to keep the 
parish database as current as possible. If you/your family 
are new to the parish, you/your family are not on the parish 
database or if your details need updating please fill in the 
‘Parishioners household details form.’ This form is 
available electronically via the parish website. Alternatively 
email or call Barbara in the Parish office. 
 
The Sign of the Cross  
In the name of the Father, and of the 
Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Ko te Tohu o te Rīpeka 
Ki te ingoa o te Matua, o te Tamaiti, 
O te Wairua Tapu. Āmene. 
 
 

Building for The Future – Coffee Cup Fundraiser 
We have all heard the tale of the 
elderly lady on the beach throwing 
one stranded starfish back into the 
water. When asked "Why bother, 
what difference can you make on 
your own" she replies "It made a 
difference to that one". The other part of that story is the 
ripple, a movement of the water generated by her action. 
The ripple is the outward sign of a deliberate act of 
kindness. For our parish to move forward we need all of us 
to take action, to set up ripples that when combined can 
make the new presbytery and hall a reality now. Our 
current total of Coffee Cup supporters is 41, we have more 
space on the foyer wall to add your cup! One family has 
asked for "God speed" on their cup. This is a prayer that 
we, as parishioners of St Joseph's Parish, can make 
happen - please join! Any questions, please contact Hugh 
or Judy. Fundraising Account details provided.  
 
Online garage sale 
Do you have an item that you no longer 
need and would be prepared to donate 
to the building fund. If so, could you sell 
the item on trademe or a similar online 
market  and donate the profit to the 
fund? All money raised is paid directly 
into the Parish account which is 
managed by the Parish’s finance 
committee.  
 
Hugh Steel 027 840 6143 email steelh@stream.school.nz 
Judy Dixon 022 043 4703 email jjdixons45@gmail.com 
 
Parish Fundraising Bank Account number is: 
Bank of New Zealand  
02 0772 0074384 25 
Account name - St. Joseph’s Parish Upper Hutt  
 
Fun Quizz  
On Friday 8th of October at St Joseph's Hall. 
7:15 pm to start at 7:30 pm. Tickets are $10 
each. There will be raffles on sale and supper 
provided. 5-8 persons per table. Catholic 
Women's League in conjunction with Ulysses. Proceeds to 
go towards Children with Muscular Dystrophy. Tickets can 
be purchased from Susan (970 3730) or Colleen (971 
2893). 
 
St Joseph’s Scout Group Compost Fundraiser 
St. Joseph's Scout Group are again selling 40-litre bags of 
organic compost, as a fundraiser to buy new tents. This 
compost is guaranteed weed-free and poo-free! Many of 
you have purchased compost in the past few years. We 
are taking orders up until Sunday 17th October, at $9 per 
bag, delivered to your door (same price last 7 years!). 
Deliveries from Sunday 17th October. Please phone 
Gerald Carter on 527 7780. 
 
Circle of Friendship 
Because of Covid restrictions the gathering scheduled for 
2nd October is cancelled. We will let you know as soon as 
these get-togethers are able to resume. In the meantime, 
stay safe, keep wearing those masks, and try and 
talk to someone daily, even just hello to the 
person who walks the dog past your letterbox!   
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Venerable Suzanne Aubert Meri Hōhepa  
Celebration Sunday 3rd October  
Mass with Cardinal John Dew  
October 3rd is Suzanne Aubert Meri Hōhepa Celebration 
Sunday. As parish Masses are not possible under the 
current Covid-19 restrictions, Cardinal Dew has agreed to 
celebrate a special Mass in the Chapel beside the crypt at 
Island Bay where Suzanne Aubert Meri Hohepa lies. It will 
be broadcast at 2:00 PM on Shine TV. It will also be 
available to view later in the day on YouTube and 
Facebook. All parishioners are invited to send their 
personal prayer requests and intentions which will be 
offered by Cardinal John at this special Mass. If you have 
a particular prayer request, or if there is someone in your 
parish who you would like to be specifically remembered 
at either of these events, please send confidential details 
to sr.josephine.gorman@compassion.org.nz.  
At the conclusion of the Mass, all prayer requests and 
names of those who have asked to be remembered, will be 
placed on the tombstone of Suzanne Aubert Meri Hohepa 
and the Sisters will continue to pray for everyone during 
the month of October. There are also other resources 
available at (www.suzanneaubert.co.nz).  
Please pray for the beatification and eventual canonisation 
of  Meri Hōhepa/Suzanne Aubert and let us remember her 
constant prayer. “Thanks be to God for all He has done 
and is doing for us.” 
 

 
 
"Every day we witness the testimony of courage and 
sacrifice of healthcare workers." Pope Francis: Message 
for International Nurses Day 2020 
 
The theme of Support Life Sunday on 10 October is 
“Supporting and honouring health carers.” This year’s 
focus acknowledges the work of health carers, including 
family carers and health professionals, who are on the front 
line in supporting and protecting life.  
 
The change of name and focus to Support Life 
Sunday recognises that we need to move beyond political 
debate or legal argument and extend to active, practical 
support for people facing a range of life challenges at the 
beginning of life, throughout life, and at the end of life.  
 
Health carers are currently under intense pressure 
because of the Covid-19 pandemic, as well as 
experiencing the impact of recent changes to New 
Zealand’s abortion and euthanasia legislation. Health 
carers are also witnesses to the ongoing impact on health 
and life of poverty, exclusion, attitudes towards disabilities, 
and addictions. Pope Francis has acknowledged and 
thanked health carers in many statements throughout the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  

EJP – Ecology, Justice & Peace 
 
Reconnecting with Te Awa Kairangi river walk 
3 October (postponement date 10 October) 
To celebrate the ecumenical (interchurch) Season of 
Creation (1 Sept - 4 October), a prayer walk is being 
organised along Te Awakairangi (Hutt River) from Harcourt 
Park, Upper Hutt finishing on the coast at Hikoikoi 
Reserve, Petone. The walk will take place in various 
stages over 9 am – 5 pm (approx), with people invited to 
journey for as long or short a time as they wish. People 
may travel by wheelchair, bike, scooter, skateboard etc. 
and there will be opportunities to participate online for 
those who cannot or do not wish to journey physically. We 
will journey with Te Awa to give thanks for it and share our 
hopes, dreams and prayers for it. Details and specific times 
for participating are being worked out. This has been 
organised by the EJP groups within Catholic Churches of 
the Hutt Valley. To find out more please 
email kesyoung@gmail.com. St Joseph’s are organising 
the section of the walk from Harcourt Park to the 
Silverstream Bridge. 
 
EJP Seasons of Creation  
Children are invited to make a poster or write a Poem about 
caring for our common home the earth and all creatures on 
the Earth showing that God is in all of creation. Please take 
a photo of the poster and send by email. They will be 
published on the parish web page. Please include the 
child’s name and age. A small prize will be given to the 
most creative entry.  
 
Judy  jjdixons45@gmail.com  022 043 4703 
Teresa  tshoman@kinect.co.nz 022 312 7259 
 
The Season of Creation 2021 
“A Home for All? Renewing the Oikos of God?”  
As followers of Christ from around the globe, we share a 
common role as caretakers of God's creation. We see that 
our wellbeing is interwoven with its wellbeing. We rejoice 
in this opportunity to care for our common home and our 
sisters and brothers who share it. This year, the theme for 
the season is: A home for all? Renewing the Oikos of 
God. It is our hope and prayer that we can become again 
this beloved community of intentional discipleship. We 
hope to move beyond the programmatic and didactic 
aspects of life to the prophetic and spiritual life, to the 
action and way of life, which is shaped by Jesus. 
 
We hope that this Season of Creation renews our 
ecumenical duty, in our baptismal call to care and sustain 
an ecological turning that will ensure all creatures can find 
their home to flourish, and participate in renewing the oikos 
of God. 
 
Pope Francis states that the Season of Creation is 
a "season of increased prayer and effort on behalf of our 
common home. Let us all rejoice that our loving Creator 
sustains our humble efforts to care for the earth, which is 
also God's home where 'the word became flesh and lived 
among us' (John 1: 14) and which is constantly being 
renewed by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit".  
 
The fourth reflection sheet for Sunday 26th September is 
available here:  
https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/wp-
content/uploads/2021/08/Season-of-Creation-2021-week-
4.pdf  



 

 


