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Parish office hours  Address  Parish Website St Joseph’s School 
Tue:  9am  – 1pm  1 Pine Avenue  www.stjosephsuh.com  Andrew Herrick 
Wed:  11am – 3pm P.O. Box 40-225      04 528 4910 
Thurs:  9am  – 1pm UPPER HUTT      
  
Weekend Masses  Weekday Masses   Reconciliation 
Saturday Vigil 6pm    Mon – Thurs, Sat 9am  Friday  10:30am – 11am  
Sunday  9am    Wednesday 7pm Saturday  9:30am – 10am 
Sunday  10:30am    Friday  6:30am & 11:15am   
4th Sunday of Lent 9/10 March 2024        YEAR B          

   
Liturgy of the Word 
Psalm Response: “Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!” 
This Sunday: 2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23 Ephesians 2:4-10  John 3:14-21 
Next Sunday: Jeremiah 31:31-34 Hebrews 5:7-9  John 12:20-30 

 
4th Sunday of Lent 

 
Introduction: The Fourth Sunday of Lent is called Lætare (Rejoice) Sunday, from the first words of today’s liturgy. As 
on Gaudete Sunday in Advent, rose-coloured vestments may replace violet, and flowers may grace the altar, symbolizing the 
Church’s joy in anticipation of the Resurrection of Our Lord. The central theme of today’s readings is that our salvation is the 
free gift of a merciful God, given to us sinners through Jesus, His Son. The readings stress God’s mercy and compassion 
and remind us of the great love, kindness, and grace extended to us in Christ. 
 
The Scripture lessons summarised: In the first reading, taken from the Second Book of Chronicles, we see the compassion 
and patience of God. God chose Cyrus the Great, a pagan conqueror, to become the instrument of His mercy to, and salvation 
of, His chosen people exiled in Babylon. In the second reading, Paul tells us that God is so rich in mercy that He has granted 
us eternal salvation and eternal life as a free gift through Christ Jesus.  
 
Today’s Gospel provides a theme that parallels the Gospel, but on a much higher level. Jesus, the Son of God, becomes the 
agent of God’s salvation, not just for one sinful nation but for the sinfulness of the whole world. Through John 3:16, the Gospel 
teaches us that God has expressed His love, mercy, and compassion for us by giving His Only Son for our salvation. 
Nicodemus, the wealthy Pharisee and member of the Sanhedrin, meets Jesus by night and begins a long religious discussion. 
Jesus explains to him that he must believe Jesus’ words because Jesus is the Son of God. Then, by referring to the story of 
Moses and the bronze serpent (Nm 21:1-9), Jesus further explains God’s plan of salvation. Just as God saved the victims of 
serpent bite from death through the bonze serpent, He is going to save mankind from its sins by permitting the crucifixion 
and death of His Son Jesus, because the love of God for mankind is that great. 
 
Life messages:  
1) We need to love the cross, the symbol of God’s forgiving and merciful love: As a forceful reminder not only of God’s love 
and mercy, but also of the price of our salvation, the crucifix invites us to more than simple generosity and compassion. It 
inspires us to remove the suffering of other people’s misery. It encourages us not only to feel deep sorrow for another’s 
suffering, but also to try our best to remove that suffering. Hence, let us love the cross, wear its image, and carry our own 
daily cross with joy, while helping other to carry their heavier crosses. 
2) We need to reciprocate God’s love by loving Him in others. God’s love is unconditional, universal, forgiving, and merciful. 
Let us try to make an earnest attempt to include these qualities in sharing our love with others during Lent.  
3) Our rebirth by water and the Spirit must be an ongoing process. That is, we must lead a life of repentance and conversion 
which will bring us, with the help of the Holy Spirit living within us, to an ongoing renewal of life through prayer, adoration, 
Bible reading, frequenting the Sacraments of Reconciliation and the Holy Eucharist, and doing corporal and spiritual works 
of mercy. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Fr Maleko Tufuga  
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PARISH DIARY      10 March – 17 March 
  4th Sunday of Lent 
Sun 12:00 pm Tongan community in Church 
 3:00 pm Baptism in Church 
 4:00 pm Tongan community in meeting room 
Mon 7:00 pm SVDP meeting in meeting room 
Tue 10:00 am SALT in Church foyer 
 7:00 pm Legion of Mary OLM in meeting room 
Wed 11:30am School Stations of the Cross in Church 
Thurs 11:30am School Stations of the Cross in Church 
Fri 6:00 pm Tongan Community – Stations of the  
  Cross in Church  
Sat 11:00 am Baptism in Church 
  5th Sunday of Lent 
Sun 4:00 pm Tongan community in meeting room 
 
4th Sunday of Lent 
All that we have and all that we are comes from the Lord. 
“We are truly his handiwork,” says St. Paul in the second 
reading, “created in Christ Jesus to lead a life of good deeds 
which God prepared for us in advance.”  
 
Remember In Prayer 
Teresa McDonald, the sick, the lonely, the vulnerable, 
special needs, & intentions. 
 
Planned Giving 
Aotearoa New Zealand, following Jesus 
Christ by celebrating and sharing faith, 
growing in community, and working for 
justice and peace.  “Everything – time, 
talent and treasure – given to the parish is 
a gift.” 
 
Have you ever considered going on the Planned Giving 
system here at St Joseph’s? Your donations entitle you to a 
33% tax rebate and a receipt will be provided to you at the 
end of the financial year. If you would like to join our Parish’s 
planned giving system please contact Barbara in the Parish 
office. 
 
Parish Bank Account number is:  
Bank of New Zealand  
02 0772 0074384 00  
Account name - St. Joseph’s Parish Upper Hutt  
 
Preference of Enrolment Forms to Be Signed 
Fr. Maleko will be available to sign preference forms on 
Tuesday 3-4pm in the parish office. No appointment needed. 

 
Enrolment for Parish  
Sacramental Programme 2024 
If you would like to enrol your (baptised) child 
(8 years by 1st May 2024+) into the Parish 
Sacramental Programme (this is the 
preparation programme for receiving the 
Sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation 
and Holy Eucharist) please contact the Parish Office or St 
Joseph’s school office for a form. Forms are also available 
on the table in the Church foyer. If your child is not yet 
baptised please contact Father Maleko about arranging their 
baptism first before enrolling them into the Sacramental 
programme. First session for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation is on Sunday 5th May. If you have any 
questions or want to know more please email 
stjosephsuhsp@gmail.com or phone Maryclare Morrison on 
021 066 4456. 

 

 
 

Time for Love - Te Wā mō te Tūtaki 
Faith In Action 
- Participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  
- Take the first step toward mending a broken relationship in 
your life. Ask your Lent reflection group to join you in prayer 
for peace and healing in our world.  
 
Message from Caritas 
In Timor-Leste, there are few economic opportunities, 
especially for women, after the country’s history of 
occupation and colonisation. However, our partner 
organisation HAFOTI works to provide skills and economic 
opportunities to women across the country. Mana Gertrudes 
has been working with HAFOTI for ten years, training rural 
women as well as learning farming and cooking skills that 
she uses to feed and provide for her family. This has allowed 
her five children to attend school, a great example of love in 
action.  
 
Prayers 
E te Atua o te aroha, God of love, thank you for Your 
unending love that we experience as Your sons and 
daughters. We know that You loved us so much that You 
were prepared to give Your only Son so that we could have 
life everlasting. Reveal how love could become a common 
language for us all to understand one another and to share 
together. Āmene.  
 
E te Atua o te aho, God of light, shine Your light on our 
shadows and with Your healing touch transform darkness to 
light. As we make our daily decisions, especially difficult 
ones, enable and direct us to always bring truth, show love 
and shine Your light. Āmene.  

 
Sacramental Programme 2024  
We are looking for 2 parishioners to join our Sacramental 
leaders team for this year’s programme. Parents of children 
who will be involved in this year’s 
programme would be great, however 
other volunteers also welcome to 
enquire. Please contact Maryclare 
Morrison on 021 066 4456 or Fr 
Maleko 022 362 3862. 

 
Farewell for Jo Blain 
This Wednesday evening, 13th March at the 7pm Mass we 
will be offering farewell to Jo Blain. Jo has been a faithful and 
committed parish member since arriving at St Joseph’s 
Parish. She has been involved in many ministries, including 
offering her services to the Upper Hutt housing trust (started 
by the parish EJP group) BEST advocacy service board, 
parish befriending group, Proclaimer of the Word, cleaning 
the Church and looking after the gardens around the Church. 
Jo has done all of this in a no fuss and committed manner. 
Nothing has ever been too much trouble for her and she is 
always willing to step up to cover ministries when needed. 
We want to show her our appreciation and best wishes for 
her future. There will be supper after the Mass. All welcome. 
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Altar Server Leader 
If you are interested in organising and helping to train our 
Parish Altar Servers, including doing the monthly rosters 
please let Fr Maleko know. If your child is interested in 
becoming an Altar Server please contact Barbara in the 
parish office. Training to be an Altar Server will be given. 

 
“Come and see” 
St Joseph’s Parish Building committee and Fundraising 
group will be hosting an opportunity on two Sundays 10th and 
17th of March, for all to “Come and See” where the new 
house for the Parish clergy, the new Parish office and new 
Parish Hall will be sited. People will be available  from 
11:30am – 1pm to show you around, explain the building 
construction, where on our property they will be sited, 
answer questions and receive feedback. There will also be a 
PowerPoint presentation on Sunday the 3rd of March at 
Masses. We will be happy to hear any fundraising ideas and 
support people to offer these to the fundraising efforts. On 
both these Sundays there will be a sausage sizzle $5 a 
person, $10 a family, a chance to join the coffee club and 
order a coffee club tee shirt.    
 
CWL UH Lotto Bonus # Result Week Three 
The winner for 2nd March of $20 was Aaron 
Lloyd #17 with consolations of $10 each to 
Glenda Hand and Val Hanning. Many thanks 
to all who have supported this fundraiser. 

 
Catholic Women's League March Monthly Meeting 
This will be held at St. Joseph's Convent this coming 
Tuesday 12 March at 1.30pm. This will our Lenten Meeting 
with the Stations of the Cross followed by afternoon tea and 
raffles will be on sale. Please note there will be limited 
parking. Visitors most welcome. Any enquiries please 
contact Christine on 971 8712. 
 
Catholic Women's League 80 Years Celebration 
The Catholic Women's League Wellington Archdiocese are 
celebrating 80 years of Faith, Service and Action in 
conjunction with their Annual Conference at St Bernadette's 
Parish Hall, Naenae on Saturday 16th commencing at 1pm 
and Sunday 17th March starting at 9am. Conference Mass is 
at 5pm Saturday, with the main Celebrant Monsignor Gerard 
Burns. One of the Keynote Speakers will be Joy Cowley on 
the subjects of "The Pros and Cons of Priests being able to 
Marry" and "Feminine Spirituality". Individual registration 
forms are available. For further information please contact 
Helen by email to archdio.sec@gmail.com. 

 
St Patrick's Day Parade and Concert 
Celebrate St Patrick's Day on Sunday 17th March along the 
Wellington Waterfront. Entertainment begins at 12pm at 
Kumutoto Square (near Flamingo Joe's) with the annual 
Parade starting from there at 1pm. At 1:30pm the Concert 
under the sails at Queens Wharf showcases Irish culture with 
Irish dancing and top local musicians. There's something for 
everyone with activities for kids & the popular 'best dressed 
in green'. More detail on Facebook @wellingtonirish. 

 
Joshua Catholic 
Joshua Wellington invites men to join us on Thursday 
21st March at 7:30pm in ‘Loaves and Fishes’ next to Anglican 
Cathedral of St Paul, corner Hill and Molesworth Streets 
followed by supper. Theme:  “God reigns - no doubts”. 
Speaker: To be confirmed. Want to know more? Ring David 
Monastra 027 477 280 or email: joshua.wgtn@gmail.com. 
 

Metropolitan Cathedral of the Sacred Heart 
A brilliant night out helping on our journey ‘home’ again. 
THE SACRED HEART CATHEDRAL RESTORATION 

Gala Dinner, Debate and Auction 
in association with L.T. McGuinness Ltd 

To be held on Friday 12th April 2024 from 6.30pm at St Pat’s 
Town (Hall). A dinner/auction/debate - It’s better to be sporty 
than naughty. The Debaters are Six of NZ’s funniest premier 
performers, including Jim Hopkins, Mary Lambie, Josie 
Pagani, Ken Laban, Mike Copeland plus one more. The 
Chair: Rt. Hon. Gerry Brownlee MP. The Prize: The Justin 
du Fresne Gold Cup. Bookings for sponsorship packages 
available. GOLD ($4,000 +gst) includes a table of 10 or 
SILVER ($2,500 +gst) includes a table of 10. Table bookings 
(10 people) are being accepted ($1,200 + gst). Individual 
bookings also available $120 + gst per head. For 
sponsorship information, tables and enquiries please email 
bobhouston@xtra.co.nz or phone 
027 4898 017. RSVP by 31s March 
2024 or until sold out. 

 
Auction Items 

Your donation of quality portable 
items for auction is greatly 
appreciated. Let us turn your quality unused goods into cash 
for the Cathedral. Goods such as: sporting memorabilia, 
quality jewellery, original art, rings, collectable watches, 
statues, bach holiday packages etc. After our auction any 
unsold items will be placed (no reserve) on Trade Me with all 
proceeds going to the Cathedral cause. Contact for drop-off 
or Wellington pickup email bobhouston@xtra.co.nz. 
 
Te Kahu o Te Ora 
Te Kahu o Te Ora contains a succinct overview of eight key 
moral areas including creation; the beginning and end-of-life; 
discrimination and abuse;  poverty;  war and peace; justice 
and correction;  and information technology and artificial 
intelligence. Published by the NZ Catholic Bishops 
Conference last September, it is a revised and much-
expanded version of a 1997 bishops' statement and reminds 
us that all life is a gift from God. NZCBC President and 
Bishop of Auckland Bishop Stephen Lowe says the bishops 
want every Catholic to read Te Kahu o te Ora: “We are 
confident that reflecting on the document will foster hope-
filled conversations that will lead to attitudinal change and 
positive action towards a better world in which all life is 
consistently treasured and protected.” Read more about Te 
Kahu o te Ora and look at electronic and PDF copies of it 
here: https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-
releases/tekahu/.  

 
Fr David Dowling appointed Rector of Holy Cross 
Seminary 
Father David Dowling has been appointed as the new rector 
of Holy Cross Seminary in Auckland. Fr David is at present 
the Human Formator at Holy Cross. He will take over the role 
in April from the present Interim Rector, Bishop Emeritus 
Colin Campbell. Fr David is a priest of the Archdiocese of 
Wellington whose priestly journey began when he entered 
Holy Cross in 2001 after a career as a Customs officer. Fr 
David is committed as Rector to following the example of 
Pope Francis in cultivating the joy of the Gospel with a sense 
of being part of God’s people: “I am inspired and encouraged 
by the teaching of Pope Francis, who sees priestly formation 
as service, not simply as the transmission of a body of 
teachings, but also the art of concentrating on others, 
bringing out all their beauty and all the good that they carry 
within.”  
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THIS WEEKEND’S ROSTER 

9/10 March Vigil 6:00pm 9:00am 10:30am 
Sacristan Michael Mears Terri Corbett Julian Millar 

Bell Ringer Danny Charlie McCairn Marie Kirkup 
Greeters  Pat Dunstan Filipino Community 

Projectionists  Hugh Steel Filipino Choir 
Musician Josephine Bourke Gus Taulanga Filipino Choir 
Cantor Peter Dawson Gus Taulanga Filipino Choir 

Altar Server    
Gathering Rite Gina Gonzales Chris Fouhy Jane Glasgow 

Proclaimer of the Word Maria Peleti Malia Ilaoa  

Eucharistic Ministers 
Anne Bowles 
Aman Ramela 

Cecilia Monzora 

Mike Williams  
Kathleen Williams 

Joe Ready 

Anna Orallo 
Jane Arimas 

Robbie Baltazar 
Offertory Procession  Kathryn Andrews Filipino Community 

Collection   Filipino Community 
Hospitality  Bill & Marie Kirkup Filipino Community 

Writing of POF Terry Kavanagh 
Martha Ministry Dawson & Trinidad Families – Church to be cleaned before weekend of 17 March 
Lawn Mowing Taulanga Family 

Flowers No flowers during Lent  
 

NEXT WEEKEND’S ROSTER 
16/17 March Vigil 6:00pm 9:00am 10:30am 

Sacristan Michael Mears Terri Corbett Robbie Baltazar 
Bell Ringer Danny Charlie McCairn Marie Kirkup 
Greeters  Trinidad Family  

Projectionists John Gijsbers David Passmore Tongan Choir 
Musician Mary Meo Josephine Bourke Tongan Choir 
Cantor  Peter Dawson Tongan Choir 

Altar Server    
Gathering Rite Max Smith Rachel Cameron Rowena Echano 

Proclaimer of the Word Joe Moorman Viviana Fon Wilma Millar 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Peter Dawson 
Tom Alzona 
Eva Alzona 

Josef Dawson 
Vangie Ford 

Tina Afoa 

Roman Zarate 
Pat Salandanan 

Belina Salandanan 
Offertory Procession  Sia Hynam & Pat Dunstan  

Collection   Uvea Family 
Hospitality  Viviana Fon & Hugh Steel Samoan Community 

Writing of POF Teresa Homan 
Martha Ministry Zarate & Lacuna Families – Church to be cleaned before weekend of 24 March 
Lawn Mowing Taulanga Family 

Flowers No flowers during Lent  

             
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Our weekly newsletter is proudly brought to you with the generous support of our local team at Gee & Hickton Funeral 
Directors, 22 King Street, Upper Hutt. Tel (04)5282 331.Gee & Hickton have kindly sponsored a brand new Canon 
colour photocopier housed in our administration office. Thanks to the team for their on-going support. 
 

            

 


