14 CHRISTMAS

DECEMBER 25

DURING THE NIGHT
Th e texts belo w m ay also b e u sed for Masses on Ch ristmas Day. Th e read in gs from an y of th e
Christmas Masses may be used according to the pastoral needs of each celebration.

FIRST READING

Isaiah 9.2-4, 6-7
A child has been born for us; a son given to us.

A reading from the book of th e proph et Isaiah .
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The people wh o walked in darkn ess
have seen a great ligh t;
th ose who lived in a land of deep darkn ess—
on th em ligh t h as sh on e.
You h ave multiplied th e n ation ,
you h ave in creased its joy;
th ey rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividin g plun der.
For th e yoke of th eir burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
th e rod of their oppressor,
you h ave broken as on th e day of Midian.
For a ch ild h as been born for us,
a son given to us;
auth ority rests upon his shoulders;
and h e is named
Wonder ful Coun sellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His auth ority sh all grow con tin ually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and h is kin gdom.
He will establish an d uph old it
with justice an d with righ teousn ess
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of th e Lord of h osts will do th is.
The word of th e Lord.
A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Psalm 96.1-2, 3-4, 11-12, 13 ( R. Luke 2.11)

R. Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.
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O sing to the Lord a new song;
sin g to the Lord, all the earth.
Sin g to th e Lord, bless h is n ame;
tell of his salvation from day to day. R.
Declare h is glory amon g th e nations,
h is mar vellous works among all the peoples.
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
h e is to be revered above all gods. R.
Let th e h eaven s be glad, an d let the earth rejoice;
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
let the field exult, and everything in it.
Th en shall all the trees of the forest sin g for joy. R.
Rejoice before the Lord; for he is coming,
for he is coming to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness,
an d the peoples with his truth. R.

SECOND READING

Titus 2.11-14
The grace of God has appeared to all.

A reading from the letter of Paul to Titus.
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The grace of God h as appeared, brin gin g salvation to all,
training us to renounce impiety an d worldly passion s,
and in the present age to live lives
th at are self-controlled, uprigh t, an d godly,
while we wait for th e blessed h ope
and the manifestation of th e glory of our great God an d Saviour,
Jesus Ch rist.
He it is wh o gave h imself for us
th at he might redeem us from all in iquity
and purify for himself a people of h is own
who are zealous for good deeds.
The word of th e Lord.
A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Th is verse may accompany the singing of th e Alleluia.
If th e Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Good news and great joy to all the world:
today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.
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Luke 2.10-11

GOSPEL

Luke 2.1-16++
To you is born this day a Saviour, who is the Messiah.

✠
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A reading from the holy gospel accordin g to Luke.

In th ose days a decree wen t out from Emperor Augustus
th at all the world should be registered.
This was th e first registration
and was taken while Quirinius was govern or of Syria.
All went to their own towns to be registered.
Joseph also wen t from th e town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Beth leh em,
because h e was descen ded from the house an d family of David.
He wen t to be registered with Mary,
to wh om he was engaged an d wh o was expectin g a ch ild.
While th ey were th ere,
th e time came for her to deliver h er ch ild.
And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in bands of cloth ,
and laid him in a manger,
because th ere was n o place for them in th e inn.
In th at region th ere were sh eph erds livin g in th e fields,
keeping watch over their flock by n igh t.
Then an an gel of th e Lord stood before th em,
and the glor y of the Lord sh on e aroun d th em,
and they were terrified.
But th e an gel said to th em,
“Do n ot be afraid; for see—
I am brin gin g you good n ews of great joy for all th e people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
who is th e Messiah , th e Lord.
This will be a sign for you:
you will fin d a ch ild wrapped in bands of cloth
and lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with th e an gel
a multitude of the heavenly h ost,
praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in th e h igh est h eaven ,
and on earth peace among th ose wh om h e favours!”
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When th e an gels h ad left th em an d gon e in to h eaven ,
th e shepherds said to one an oth er,
“Let us go n ow to Beth leh em
and see this thing that has taken place,
which th e Lord h as made kn own to us.”
So they wen t with h aste an d found Mary and Joseph,
and the child lying in the man ger.
The gospel of th e Lord.
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