20 EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
FIRST READING

Isaiah 60.1-6
The glory of the Lord has risen upon you.

A reading from the book of th e proph et Isaiah .
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Arise, shine, for your light h as come,
and the glory of the Lord h as risen upon you!
For darkn ess sh all cover th e earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but th e Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
Nation s sh all come to your ligh t,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn .
Lift up your eyes and look aroun d;
th ey all gather together, they come to you;
your son s sh all come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on th eir n urses’ arms.
Then you sh all see an d be radian t;
your h eart sh all th rill an d rejoice,
because th e abun dan ce of th e sea shall be brought to you,
th e wealth of the nations sh all come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
th e young camels of Midian an d Eph ah ;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They sh all brin g gold an d fran kin cen se,
and shall proclaim the praise of th e Lord.
The word of th e Lord.
A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Psalm 72.1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 ( R. see 11b+Ps 98.3c)

R. Lord, every n ation on earth will adore you.
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Give th e kin g your justice, O God,
an d your righteousness to a king’s son.
May h e judge your people with righteousness,
an d your poor with justice. R.
In h is days may righ teousn ess flourish
an d peace abound, until the moon is no more.
May h e have dominion from sea to sea,
an d from the River to the ends of the earth. R.
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May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute,
may th e kin gs of Sh eba an d Seba bring gifts.
May all kings fall down before him,
all n ations give him service. R.
For h e delivers the needy when they call,
th e poor and those who have n o h elper.
He has pity on the weak and the needy,
an d saves the lives of the needy. R.

SECOND READING

Ephesians 3.2-3a, 5-6
Now the mystery has been revealed:
now the Gentiles have become fellow heirs of the promise.

A reading from the letter of Paul to th e Eph esian s.
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Surely you h ave already h eard
of th e commission of God’s grace that was given me for you,
and how the mystery was made kn own to me by revelation .
In former gen eration s
th is mystery was not made kn own to h uman ity
as it has now been revealed to h is h oly apostles an d proph ets
by the Spirit:
th at is, the Gentiles have become fellow h eirs,
members of th e same body,
and sharers in the promise in Ch rist Jesus th rough th e gospel.
The word of th e Lord.
A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

See Matthew 2.2

Th is verse may accompany the singing of th e Alleluia.
If th e Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

We have seen his star in the east;
and have come to adore the Lord.

GOSPEL

Matthew 2.1-12
We have come from the East to pay homage to the king.
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A reading from the holy gospel accordin g to Matth ew.

In th e time of Kin g Herod,
after Jesus was born in Beth leh em of Judea,
wise men from th e East came to Jerusalem, askin g,
“Where is th e ch ild wh o h as been born kin g of th e Jews?
For we observed h is star at its rising,
and have come to pay him homage.”
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When Kin g Herod h eard th is, h e was frigh ten ed,
and all Jerusalem with him;
and calling together
all the chief priests and scribes of th e people,
he in quired of th em wh ere th e Messiah was to be born .
They told h im, “In Beth leh em of Judea;
for so it has been written by th e proph et:
‘And you, Beth leh em, in the lan d of Judah ,
are by no means least among th e rulers of Judah ;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to sh eph erd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod secretly called for th e wise men
and learned from them the exact time
when th e star h ad appeared.
Then h e sen t th em to Beth leh em, sayin g,
“Go an d search diligen tly for th e ch ild;
and when you have found h im,
bring me word so th at I may also go and pay h im h omage.”
When th ey h ad h eard th e kin g, th ey set out;
and there, ahead of them,
went th e star th at th ey h ad seen at its risin g,
un til it stopped over the place wh ere th e ch ild was.
When th ey saw th at th e star h ad stopped,
th ey were over whelmed with joy.
On en terin g th e h ouse,
th ey saw the child with Mary h is moth er;
and they knelt down and paid h im h omage.
Then , open in g th eir treasure ch ests,
th ey offered him gifts of gold, fran kin cen se, an d myrrh .
And having been warned in a dream n ot to return to Herod,
th ey left for their own coun try by an oth er road.
The gospel of th e Lord.
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