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St Josephs Upper Hutt Parish Pastoral Council 
Minutes of Meeting held in the parish meeting room, Tuesday, February 27th, 2018 

Present: Fr Maleko, Matt Morrison, Hugh Steel, Teresa Homan, Pat Salandanan, Kiko Mataele, 
Peter Dawson, Ken Eades. 

Apologies: School Board, Steve Coulam (DRS) 

Minutes: Agreed. 

The Council welcomed Ken Eades who has recently moved into the parish from Auckland. We also 
welcomed Kiko who has replaced Paulo as the Tongan representative. Paulo has moved to 
leading the wider Tongan community, and Kiko now leads the Upper Hutt community. 

Matters arising: 

Youth Ministry: Teresa commented that Matt’s paper looked good on a quick look, and felt that 
whoever takes the role will need formal pastoral training. Matt spoke to the topic as well. There 
was general appreciation of the work that Matt had done. It was believed there is a 3 year youth 
ministry correspondence course run by the CEC in town.  
Teresa felt that we could create a linking team to tie together youth and family ministries. The 
bulletin would be the place to start. Matt to draw up a notice for the bulletin. 
Apparently there were some discussions down the valley about joint youth ministry across 
several parishes but the outcome was unknown. 
Matt told the council that the youth group were eying the next WYD to be held in Panama, and 
considering their options for getting folk to it. 

Parish website: A note from Darrel Surman was discussed. It was felt that we should maintain it 
so that it remains current, and various ideas were floated on how to do it. The idea of having an 
App for people to connect with the parish was discussed with the main problem being the 
actual building of such an App. The main problem with the website would seem to be getting 
current information for it. Peter to talk with Darrel about what to do and how we can update 
the site. 

Connection with the School: The school board was not represented as they were involved in 
the appointment process for the new principal. News on the new principal was expected soon. 

Scholarship Drive: This was investigated by Hugh, with the dollar a day concept being the ideal 
source of funding, but advice given by the Finance Committee suggested this was difficult to set 
up and involved a lot of work to maintain. The alternative was to seek donations from the 
parish community, namely items that are expensive in transitioning to secondary school. E.G. 
Blazers, jackets, jerseys, technology. It was noted that Sacred Heart College had advertised in 
our bulletin for items for their second hand shop to be distributed. Hugh was investigating the 
situation at St Pats, which used to do something similar. Discussion turned to seeking 
sponsorship of students transitioning to high school from the parish community. Hugh to 
investigate further at St Pats. 

Youth Mass: Matt tabled a poster for the first Youth Mass to be held on March 18th at 5pm at St 
Joseph’s church. Teresa to talk to CWL about possibility of serving/providing food for the 
mass. Kiko will also discuss the need with his community. 

LED screen: Some discussion over whether the finance committee had discussed progressing 
this issue.  How are we supposed to communicate with them? Fr Maleko & Peter are to talk 
with members of the Finance Committee about enhancing the communication between the 
Pastoral Council and the Finance Committee. 

Welcome mural: What progress has been made on this issue beyond preliminary discussion 
with Fa’apoi? Hugh showed via a photo on his phone what had been done at St Pats. The need 
for an artist to lead the actual production of the mural was identified. 
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Other Business: 

Housing crisis: Discussion of Teresa’s letter to the Finance Committee about easing the current 
shortage of reasonable housing. The general consensus was we should explore options with the 
government over funding options. The council position is that the parish should support this. 

Church Kitchen: Teresa advised that there is a proposal being mooted to extend the foyer 
kitchen into the current adoration chapel, and move the chapel over to the crying room, which 
would act as a crying room during mass and as a chapel at other times. 

End of Life Choice Bill: A final push to be made at mass over the weekend. Peter will address 
all masses to encourage submissions before the cut-off date of March 6th. 

SWAG: Matt shared that following the discussion about housing for Matt at the last meeting, his 
wife had found a suitable house on which an offer$40k under RV was accepted. The purchase 
has already settled and he moves in at the weekend. Praise the Lord! 

Meeting closed at 9:15 pm. 

Next Meeting: March 27th, 2018 at 7:15pm in the church. 
(Reflection: Kiko, Chair: Hugh, Minutes: Peter) 

 

Minutes confirmed: _______________________________________________ 
 (PPC Chair –Peter Dawson) 


