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FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT
175 MONDAY

FIRST READING — YEARA Isaiah 4.2-6

The branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

The vision that Isaiah son of Amoz saw
concerning Judah and Jerusalem:

2 On that day
the branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious,
and the fruit of the land shall be the pride and glory
of the survivors of Israel.

3 Whoever is left in Zion
and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy,
everyone who has been recorded for life in Jerusalem,
4 once the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion
and cleansed the bloodstains of Jerusalem from its midst
by a spirit of judgment and by a spirit of burning.
5 Then the Lord will create over the whole site of Mount Zion
and over its places of assembly
a cloud by day
and smoke and the shining of a flaming fire by night.
Indeed over all the glory there will be a canopy.
6 It will serve as a pavilion,
a shade by day from the heat,
and a refuge and a shelter from the storm and rain.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

FIRST READING — YEARSB,C Isaiah 2.1-5

The Lord will gather the nations of the universe in the eternal peace of kingdom of God.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw
concerning Judah and Jerusalem:
2 In days to come

the mountain of the Lord’s house

6 FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT



shall be established as the highest of the mountains,

and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say:

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,

to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,

and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,

and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.

O house of Jacob, come,
let us walk in the light of the Lord!

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

10

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
Our feet are standing

within your gates, O Jerusalem. R.

Jerusalem—->built as a city
that is bound firmly together.

To it the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord. R.

As was decreed for Israel,

to give thanks to the name of the Lord.

For there the thrones for judgment were set up,
the thrones of the house of David. R.

For the sake of my relatives and friends

I will say, “Peace be within you.”

For the sake of the house of the Lord our God,
I will seek your good. R.

Psalm 122.1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 9-10 (R.1)

MONDAY 7



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Come and save us, Lord our God;
let us see your face, and we shall be saved.

GOSPEL

10

11

13

[ | A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

When Jesus entered Capernaum,

a centurion came to him,

appealing to him and saying,

“Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed,
in terrible distress.”

And Jesus said to him,

“I will come and cure him.”

The centurion answered,

“Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof;
but only speak the word,

and my servant will be healed.

For I also am a man under authority,

with soldiers under me;

and | say to one, ‘Go,’” and he goes,

and to another, ‘Come,” and he comes,

and to my slave, ‘Do this,” and the slave does it.”

When Jesus heard him,

he was amazed and said to those who followed him,
“Truly I tell you,

in no one in Israel have | found such faith.

I tell you, many will come from east and west

and will eat with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob

in the kingdom of heaven.

To the centurion Jesus said
“Go; let it be done for you according to your faith.”
And the servant was healed in that hour.

The gospel of the Lord.

8 FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT
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176 TUESDAY

FIRST READING Isaiah 11.1-10

The Spirit of the Lord will come and rest on him.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.

5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb,

the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.

7 The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
9 They will not hurt or destroy

on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.

10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand
as a signal to the peoples;
the nations shall inquire of him,
and his dwelling shall be glorious.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

TUESDAY 9



RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 72.1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 (R.7)

R. Justice shall flourish in his time,
and fullness of peace for ever.

1 Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a king’s son.
2 May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice. R.
7 In his days may righteousness flourish
and peace abound, until the moon is no more.
8 May he have dominion from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth. R.
13 He has pity on the weak and the needy,
and saves the lives of the needy.
14 From oppression and violence he redeems their life;
and precious is their blood in his sight. R.
17 May his name endure forever,

his fame continue as long as the sun.
May all nations be blessed in him;
may they pronounce him happy. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Behold, our Lord shall come with power;
he will enlighten the eyes of his servants.

GOSPEL Luke 10.21-24

Jesus exults in the Holy Spirit.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

The seventy returned with joy
and told Jesus all that they had done.
21 At that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said,
“I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things
from the wise and the intelligent
and have revealed them to infants;
yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.

22 “All things have been handed over to me by my Father;
and no one knows who the Son is except the Father,
or who the Father is except the Son
and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”

10 FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT



23

24

Then turning to the disciples,

Jesus said to them privately,

“Blessed are the eyes that see what you see!

For | tell you that many prophets and kings
desired to see what you see, but did not see it,
and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.”

The gospel of the Lord.

177 WEDNESDAY

FIRST READING

10

Isaiah 25.6-10a

The Lord God invited all people to the feast
and will wipe away the tears from all faces.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples

a feast of rich food,

a feast of well-aged wines,

of rich food filled with marrow,

of well-aged wines strained clear.

And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
he will swallow up death forever.

Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people

he will take away from all the earth,

for the Lord has spoken.

It will be said on that day,

“Lo, this is our God;

we have waited for him,

so that he might save us.

This is the Lord for whom we have waited;

let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

For the hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain.”

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

WEDNESDAY 11



RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 23.1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (R.6¢d)

R. I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
all the days of my life.

1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
3 he restores my soul. R.
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
4 Even though | walk through the darkest valley,

| fear no evil; for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—they comfort me. R.

5 You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows. R.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
my whole life long. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Lord is coming to save his people;
happy are those prepared to meet him.

GOSPEL Matthew 15.29-37

Jesus healed many people and multiplied the loaves of bread.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

29 After Jesus had left Tyre and Sidon,
he passed along the Sea of Galilee,
and he went up the mountain, where he sat down.
30 Great crowds came to him,
bringing with them the lame,
the maimed, the blind, the mute, and many others.
They put them at his feet, and he cured them,
31 so that the crowd was amazed when they saw the mute speaking,
the maimed whole, the lame walking, and the blind seeing.
And they praised the God of Israel.

32 Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said,

12 FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT



“I have compassion for the crowd,
because they have been with me now for three days
and have nothing to eat;
and | do not want to send them away hungry,
for they might faint on the way.”
33 The disciples said to him,
“Where are we to get enough bread in the desert
to feed so great a crowd?”
34 Jesus asked them,
“How many loaves have you?”
They said, “Seven, and a few small fish.”

35 Then ordering the crowd to sit down on the ground,
36 he took the seven loaves and the fish;

and after giving thanks he broke them

and gave them to the disciples,

and the disciples gave them to the crowds.
37 And all of them ate and were filled;

and they took up the broken pieces left over,

seven baskets full.

The gospel of the Lord.

178 THURSDAY

FIRST READING Isaiah 26.1-6

The righteous nation that keeps faith may enter in.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

1 On that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah:
“We have a strong city;
he sets up victory like walls and bulwarks.

2 Open the gates,
so that the righteous nation that keeps faith may enter in.

3 Those of steadfast mind you keep in peace—
in peace because they trust in you.
4 “Trust in the Lord forever,

for in the Lord God you have an everlasting rock.
5 For he has brought low the inhabitants of the height;
the lofty city he lays low.
He lays it low to the ground,
casts it to the dust. [

THURSDAY 13



6 The foot tramples it,
the feet of the poor,
the steps of the needy.”

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 118.1, 89, 19-21, 25-27a (R.26a)

R. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his steadfast love endures forever!

8 It is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to put confidence in mortals.

9 It is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to put confidence in princes. R.

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness,

that I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord.
20 This is the gate of the Lord;

the righteous shall enter through it.
21 | thank you that you have answered me

and have become my salvation. R.

25 Save us, we beseech you, O Lord!
O Lord, we beseech you, give us success!

26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
We bless you from the house of the Lord.

27 The Lord is God,
and he has given us light. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Isaiah 55.6

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Seek the Lord while he may be found.

Call on him while he is near.

14 FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT



GOSPEL

21

24

25

26

27

Matthew 7.21, 24-27

Everyone who fulfills the will of the Father will enter the kingdom of heaven.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

When Jesus saw the crowds,
he went up the mountain and sat down.

His disciples came to him and he taught them, saying:

“Not everyone who says to me,
‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven,

but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine
and acts on them will be like a wise man

who built his house on rock.

The rain fell, the floods came,

and the winds blew and beat on that house,
but it did not fall,

because it had been founded on rock.

“And everyone who hears these words of mine

and does not act on them will be like a foolish man
who built his house on sand.

The rain fell, and the floods came,

and the winds blew and beat against that house,
and it fell—and great was its fall!”

The gospel of the Lord.

179 FRIDAY

FIRST READING

17

18

Isaiah 29.17-24

On that day, the eyes of the blind shall be opened.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

The Lord God says this:

“Shall not Lebanon, in a very little while,
become a fruitful field,
and the fruitful field be regarded as a forest?

“On that day the deaf shall hear the words of a scroll,

and out of their gloom and darkness
the eyes of the blind shall see.

FRIDAY 15



19 The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the Lord,

and the neediest people shall exult in the Holy One of Israel.
20 For the tyrant shall be no more,

and the scoffer shall cease to be;

all those alert to do evil shall be cut off—
21 those who cause a person to lose a lawsuit,

who set a trap for the arbiter in the gate,

and without grounds deny justice to the one in the right.”

22 Therefore, thus says the Lord, who redeemed Abraham,
concerning the house of Jacob:
“No longer shall Jacob be ashamed,
no longer shall his face grow pale.
23 For when he sees his children,
the work of my hands, in his midst,
they will sanctify my name;
they will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob,
and will stand in awe of the God of Israel.
24 And those who err in spirit will come to understanding,
and those who grumble will accept instruction.”

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 27.1, 4, 13-14 (R.1a)
R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall | fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall | be afraid? R.

4 One thing I asked of the Lord,
that will I seek after:
to live in the house of the Lord
all the days of my life,
to behold the beauty of the Lord,
and to inquire in his temple. R.

13 I believe that | shall see the goodness of the Lord
in the land of the living.
14 Wait for the Lord; be strong,
and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! R.

16 FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Behold, our Lord shall come in power;

he will enlighten the eyes of his servants.

GOSPEL Matthew 9.27-31

27

28

29

30

31

The faith in Jesus of the two men who were blind brought about their healing.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

As Jesus went on from his own village

two men who were blind followed him, crying loudly,

“Have mercy on us, Son of David!”

When he entered the house, the men who were blind came to him:
and Jesus said to them,

“Do you believe that | am able to do this?”

They said to him, “Yes, Lord.”

Then he touched their eyes and said,

“According to your faith let it be done to you.”
And their eyes were opened.

Then Jesus sternly ordered them,

“See that no one knows of this.”

But they went away and spread the news about him
throughout that district.

The gospel of the Lord.

180 SATURDAY

FIRST READING Isaiah 30.19-21, 13-26

19

The Lord God will surely be gracious to you
when the sound of your cry is heard.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Thus says the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel:

Truly, O people in Zion,

inhabitants of Jerusalem,

you shall weep no more.

He will surely be gracious to you

at the sound of your cry;

when he hears it, he will answer you. O

SATURDAY 17



20 Though the Lord may give you the bread of adversity
and the water of affliction,
yet your Teacher will not hide himself any more,
but your eyes shall see your Teacher.
21 And when you turn to the right
or when you turn to the left,
your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying,
“This is the way; walk in it.”

23 He will give rain for the seed
with which you sow the ground,
and grain, the produce of the ground,
which will be rich and plenteous.
On that day your cattle will graze in broad pastures;
24 and the oxen and donkeys that till the ground will eat silage,
which has been winnowed with shovel and fork.
25 On every lofty mountain and every high hill
there will be brooks running with water
—on a day of the great slaughter,
when the towers fall.

26 Moreover the light of the moon will be like the light of the sun,
and the light of the sun will be sevenfold,
like the light of seven days,
on the day when the Lord binds up the injuries of his people,
and heals the wounds inflicted by his blow.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 147.1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (R. Isa 30.18)

R. Happy are all who long
for the coming of the Lord.

1 How good it is to sing praises to our God;
for he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting.
2 The Lord builds up Jerusalem;
he gathers the outcasts of Israel. R.
3 He heals the brokenhearted,
and binds up their wounds.
4 He determines the number of the stars;

he gives to all of them their names. R.

18 FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

35

36

37

38

Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;
his understanding is beyond measure.
The Lord lifts up the downtrodden,;

he casts the wicked to the ground. R.

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Lord will judge us by his law;
he is our King and Saviour.

Isaiah 33.22

Matthew 9.35 - 10.1, 5a, 6-8++

Jesus saw the crowd and had compassion for them.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus went about all the cities and villages,
teaching in their synagogues,

and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom,
and curing every disease and every sickness.

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them,
because they were harassed and helpless,

like sheep without a shepherd.

Then he said to his disciples,

“The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few;
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest

to send out labourers into his harvest.”

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples

and gave them authority over unclean spirits,

to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness.
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions:
“Go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

As you go, proclaim the good news,

‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’

Cure the sick, raise the dead,

cleanse the lepers, cast out demons.

You received without payment;

give without payment.”

The gospel of the Lord.

SATURDAY

19



SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT
181 MONDAY

FIRST READING Isaiah 35.1-10

The Lord God will come and bring salvation to you.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

2 like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lord,
the majesty of our God.

3 Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart,

“Be strong, do not fear!

Here is your God.

He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.

He will come and save you.”

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped,;

6 then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;

7 the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

8 A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God’s people;
no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray.

9 No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
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they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.

10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return,
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 85.8ab-9, 10-11, 12-13 (R. Isa 35.4d)
R. Our God will come to save us!
8 Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people,
9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land. R.
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;
righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,

and righteousness will look down from the sky. R.
12 The Lord will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.

13 Righteousness will go before him,
and will make a path for his steps. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Behold, the king will come, the Lord of earth,
and he will set us free.

GOSPEL Luke 5.17-26

We have seen strange and marvellous things today.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

17 One day, while Jesus was teaching,
the Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting near by
(they had come from every village of Galilee and Judea
and from Jerusalem);
and the power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal. 0

MONDAY 17



18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Just then some men came, carrying a man who was paralyzed on a bed.
They were trying to bring him in and lay him before Jesus;

but finding no way to bring him in because of the crowd,

they went up on the roof

and let him down with his bed through the tiles

into the middle of the crowd in front of Jesus.

When he saw their faith, he said,

“Friend, your sins are forgiven you.”

Then the scribes and the Pharisees began to question,
“Who is this who is speaking blasphemies?

Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

When Jesus perceived their questioning,

he answered them,

“Why do you raise such questions in your hearts?
Which is easier,

to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’

or to say, ‘Stand up and walk’?

But so that you may know

that the Son of Man has authority on earth

to forgive sins”"—

Jesus said to the one who was paralyzed—

“l say to you, stand up and take your bed

and go to your home.”

Immediately the man stood up before them,

took what he had been lying on,

and went to his home, glorifying God.

Amazement seized all of them,

and they glorified God and were filled with awe, saying,
“We have seen strange things today.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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182 TUESDAY

FIRST READING Isaiah 40.1-11

God'’s people are comforted.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

1 “Comfort, O comfort my people,” says your God.
2 “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins.”

3 A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

6 A voice says, “Cry out!”
And | said, “What shall I cry?
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
7 The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.

8 The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever.
9 “Get you up to a high mountain,

O Zion, herald of good tidings;

lift up your voice with strength,

O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,

lift it up, do not fear;

say to the cities of Judah,

‘Here is your God!’ [
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10 See, the Lord God comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.

1 “He will feed his flock like a shepherd,;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.”

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 96.1-2, 3 & 10ac, 11-12, 13 (R. Isa 40.10a)
R. The Lord our God comes in strength.
1 O sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.
2 Sing to the Lord, bless his name;
tell of his salvation from day to day. R.
3 Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvellous works among all the peoples.
10 Say among the nations, “The Lord is king!
He will judge the peoples with equity.” R.
1 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
12 let the field exult, and everything in it.
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy. R.
13 Rejoice before the Lord; for he is coming,

for he is coming to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with his truth. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
The day of the Lord is near:

he comes to save us.
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GOSPEL Matthew 18.12-14

12

13

14

God does not desire the loss of the little ones.
[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus asked the disciples:

“What do you think?

If a shepherd has a hundred sheep,

and one of them has gone astray,

does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains
and go in search of the one that went astray?

“And if he finds it, truly | tell you,

he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine
that never went astray.

So it is not the will of your Father in heaven

that one of these little ones should be lost.”

The gospel of the Lord.

183 WEDNESDAY

FIRST READING Isaiah 40.25-31

25

26

27

28

The almighty Lord strengthens the powerless.
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

“To whom then will you compare me,
or who is my equal?” says the Holy One.

“Lift up your eyes on high and see:

Who created these?

He who brings out their host and numbers them,
calling them all by name;

because he is great in strength,

mighty in power, not one is missing.

“Why do you say, O Jacob,

and speak, O Israel,

‘My way is hidden from the Lord,

and my right is disregarded by my God?’

Have you not known? Have you not heard?

The Lord is the everlasting God,

the Creator of the ends of the earth. U
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He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.

29 “He gives power to the faint,
and strengthens the powerless.
30 Even youths will faint and be weary,
and the young will fall exhausted;
31 but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.”

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 103.1-2, 3-4, 8+10 (R.1a)
R. O bless the Lord, my soul!
1 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and do not forget all his benefits. R.
3 It is the Lord who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases,
4 who redeems your life from the Pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. R.
8 The Lord is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins,

nor repay us according to our iniquities. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
The Lord is coming to save his people;
happy are those prepared to meet him.
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GOSPEL Matthew 11.28-30

28

29

30

Come to me, all you that are weary.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

At that time, Jesus spoke to the crowds and exclaimed:
“Come to me, all you that are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.

“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me;
for I am gentle and humble in heart,

and you will find rest for your souls.

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The gospel of the Lord.

184 THURSDAY

FIRST READING Isaiah 41.13-20

13

14

15

16

17

I am the Holy One of Israel and your redeemer.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Thus says the Lord:

“I, the Lord your God,

hold your right hand;

itis I who say to you,

‘Do not fear, | will help you.’

“Do not fear, you worm Jacob,

you insect Israel!

I will help you,” says the Lord;

“your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.

“Now, I will make of you a threshing sledge,

sharp, new, and having teeth;

you shall thresh the mountains and crush them,

and you shall make the hills like chaff.

You shall winnow them and the wind shall carry them away,
and the tempest shall scatter them.

Then you shall rejoice in the Lord,;

in the Holy One of Israel you shall glory.

“When the poor and needy seek water,

and there is none,

and their tongue is parched with thirst, [
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| the Lord will answer them,
| the God of Israel will not forsake them.

18 “I will open rivers on the bare heights,
and fountains in the midst of the valleys;
I will make the wilderness a pool of water,
and the dry land springs of water.

19 I will put in the wilderness the cedar,
the acacia, the myrtle, and the olive;
I will set in the desert the cypress,
the plane and the pine together,

20 so that all may see and know,
all may consider and understand,
that the hand of the Lord has done this,
the Holy One of Israel has created it.”

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 145.1+9, 10-11, 12-13ab (R.8)
R. The Lord is kind and merciful.++

or: The Lord is kind and merciful,
slow to anger, and rich in compassion.

1 I will extol you, my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
9 The Lord is good to all,
and his compassion is over all that he has made. R.

10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,
and all your faithful shall bless you.

1 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,
and tell of your power. R.

12 To make known to all people your mighty deeds,
and the glorious splendour of your kingdom.
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and your dominion endures throughout all generations. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Isaiah 45.8

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Let the clouds rain down the Just One,

and the earth bring forth a Saviour.
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GOSPEL Matthew 11.11-15

11

12

13
14

15

No one has arisen greater than John the Baptist.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Now when Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples,
he went on to teach and proclaim his message
in the surrounding cities and towns.

Speaking to the crowds about John the Baptist, Jesus said:
“Truly I tell you, among those born of women

no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist;

yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.
From the days of John the Baptist until now

the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence,

and the violent take it by force.

“For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John came;
and if you are willing to accept it,

he is Elijah who is to come.

Let anyone with ears listen!”

The gospel of the Lord.

185 FRIDAY

FIRST READING Isaiah 48.17-19

17

18

19

O that you had paid attention to my commandments!

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:
“l am the Lord your God,

who teaches you for your own good,

who leads you in the way you should go.

“O that you had paid attention to my commandments!
Then your prosperity would have been like a river,
and your success like the waves of the sea;

your offspring would have been like the sand,

and your descendants like its grains;

their name would never be cut off

or destroyed from before me.”

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

FRIDAY 25



RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 1.1-2, 3, 4+6 (R. see Jn 8.12)

R. Those who follow you, Lord,
will have the light of life.

Happy are those

who do not follow the advice of the wicked,
or take the path that sinners tread,

or sit in the seat of scoffers;

but their delight is in the law of the Lord,

and on his law they meditate day and night. R.

They are like trees planted by streams of water,
which yield their fruit in its season,

and their leaves do not wither.

In all that they do, they prosper. R.

The wicked are not so,

but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Lord will come; go out to meet him!
He is the prince of peace.

GOSPEL Matthew 11.16-19

16

17

18

19

This generation listened neither to John nor to Jesus.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus continued to speak to the crowds about John the Baptist,
“To what will I compare this generation?

It is like children sitting in the marketplaces

and calling to one another,

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’

“For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say,
‘He has a demon’;

the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say,
‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard,

a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’

Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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186 SATURDAY

FIRST READING Sirach 48.1-4, 9-11

10

11

Then will arise Elijah.

A reading from the book of Sirach.

Then Elijah arose, a prophet like fire,

and his word burned like a torch.

He brought a famine upon the people,

and by his zeal he made them few in number.
By the word of the Lord he shut up the heavens,
and also three times brought down fire.

How glorious you were, Elijah, in your wondrous deeds!
Whose glory is equal to yours?

You were taken up by a whirlwind of fire,

in a chariot with horses of fire.

At the appointed time, it is written,

you are destined

to calm the wrath of God before it breaks out in fury,
to turn the hearts of parents to their children,

and to restore the tribes of Jacob.

Happy are those who saw you

and were adorned with your love!

For we also shall surely live.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 80.1ac+2b, 14-15, 17-18 (R.3)

R. Lord, let us see your face and we shall be saved.++

or: Lord, make us turn to you;
let us see your face and we shall be saved.

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth
Stir up your might,

and come to save us! R.
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14

15

17

18

Turn again, O God of hosts;

look down from heaven, and see;

have regard for this vine,

the stock that your right hand planted. R.

But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
the one whom you made strong for yourself.

Then we will never turn back from you;

give us life, and we will call on your name. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 3.4, 6

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
all people shall see the salvation of God.

GOSPEL Matthew 17.10-13

10

11

12

13

Elijah has come already and they did not recognize him.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

After the transfiguration,

as Jesus and the disciples were coming down the mountain,
the disciples asked him,

“Why, then, do the scribes say

that Elijah must come first?”

He replied,

“Elijah is indeed coming and will restore all things;

but I tell you that Elijah has already come,

and they did not recognize him,

but they did to him whatever they pleased.

So also the Son of Man is about to suffer at their hands.

Then the disciples understood
that Jesus was speaking to them about John the Baptist.

The gospel of the Lord.
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THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT
187 MONDAY

On December 17, use no. 193. On December 18, use no. 194.

FIRST READING Numbers 24.2-7, 15-17a

A star shall come out of Jacob.

A reading from the book of Numbers.

2 Balaam looked up and saw Israel camping tribe by tribe.
Then the spirit of God came upon him,
3 and he uttered his oracle, saying:

“The oracle of Balaam son of Beor,
the oracle of the man whose eye is clear,
4 the oracle of one who hears the words of God,
who sees the vision of the Almighty,
who falls down, but with eyes uncovered:

5 how fair are your tents, O Jacob,
your encampments, O Israel!
6 Like palm groves that stretch far away,

like gardens beside a river,
like aloes that the Lord has planted,
like cedar trees beside the waters.

7 Water shall flow from his buckets,
and his seed shall have abundant water,
his king shall be higher than Agag,
and his kingdom shall be exalted.”

15 Again, Balaam uttered his oracle, saying:
“The oracle of Balaam son of Beor,
the oracle of the man whose eye is clear,

16 the oracle of one who hears the words of God,
and knows the knowledge of the Most High,
who sees the vision of the Almighty,
who falls down, but with his eyes uncovered:

17 | see him, but not now;
| behold him, but not near—

a star shall come out of Jacob,
and a sceptre shall rise out of Israel.”

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM

R. Teach me your ways, O Lord.

Make me to know your ways, O Lord;
teach me your paths.

Lead me in your truth, and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation. R.

Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.

According to your steadfast love remember me,

for your goodness’ sake, O Lord! R.

Good and upright is the Lord;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
He leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble his way. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Lord, show us your mercy and love,

and grant us your salvation.

GOSPEL

23

24

25

Psalm 25.4bc-5ab, 6-7bc, 8-9 (R.4)

Psalm 84.8

Matthew 21.23-27

From where did the baptism of John come?

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

When Jesus entered the temple,

the chief priests and the elders of the people
came to him as he was teaching, and said,

“By what authority are you doing these things,
and who gave you this authority?”

Jesus said to them,
“I will also ask you one question;
if you tell me the answer,

then I will also tell you by what authority | do these things.

Did the baptism of John come from heaven,
or was it of human origin?”

And they argued with one another,
“If we say, ’From heaven,’

he will say to us,

‘Why then did you not believe him?’

30 THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT



26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’
we are afraid of the crowd;
for all regard John as a prophet.”

27 So they answered Jesus,
“We do not know.”
And he said to them,
“Neither will I tell you by what authority
| am doing these things.”

The gospel of the Lord.

188 TUESDAY

On December 17, use no. 193. On December 18, use no. 194.

FIRST READING Zephaniah 3.1-2, 9-13

Salvation is promised to the lowly and the humble.
A reading from the book of the prophet Zephaniah.

The word of the Lord that came to Zephaniah,
concerning Jerusalem:

1 “Ah, soiled, defiled, oppressing city!
2 It has listened to no voice;

it has accepted no correction.

It has not trusted in the Lord;

it has not drawn near to its God.

9 “At that time I will change the speech of the peoples to a pure speech,
that all of them may call on the name of the Lord
and serve him with one accord.
10 From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia,
my suppliants, my scattered ones,
shall bring my offering.

1 “On that day you shall not be put to shame
because of all the deeds
by which you have rebelled against me;
for then I will remove from your midst
your proudly exultant ones,
and you shall no longer be haughty in my holy mountain.

12 “For | will leave in the midst of you
a people humble and lowly. ]
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13

They shall seek refuge in the name of the Lord—

the remnant of Israel;

they shall do no wrong and utter no lies,

nor shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouths.
Then they will pasture and lie down,

and no one shall make them afraid.”

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 34.1-2, 5-6, 17-18, 19+22 (R.6a)

17

18

19

22

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

I will bless the Lord at all times;

his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the Lord;

let the humble hear and be glad. R.

Look to him, and be radiant;

so your faces shall never be ashamed.

This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord,
and was saved from every trouble. R.

When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears,
and rescues them from all their troubles.

The Lord is near to the brokenhearted,

and saves the crushed in spirit. R.

Many are the afflictions of the righteous,

but the Lord rescues them from them all.

The Lord redeems the life of his servants;

none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Come, O Lord, do not delay;

forgive the sins of your people.

GOSPEL Matthew 21.28-32

John the Baptist came and the sinners believed him.
[ | A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.
One day when Jesus was in the temple teaching

he spoke to the chief priests and the elders of the people,
and asked them this question:
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28 “What do you think?
A man had two sons;
he went to the first and said,
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’
29 He answered, ‘I will not’;
but later he changed his mind and went.
30 The father went to the second and said the same;
and he answered,
‘I will go, sir’; but he did not go.

31 “Which of the two did the will of his father?”
They said, “The first.”
Jesus said to them,
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes
are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.

32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness
and you did not believe him,
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him;
and even after you saw it,
you did not change your minds and believe John.

The gospel of the Lord.

189 WEDNESDAY

For the weekdays between December 17 and 24, use the readings given in nos. 193-200.

FIRST READING Isaiah 45.6b-8, 18, 21b-25

Let the heavens rain down righteousness.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Thus says the Lord:

6 “l am the Lord, and there is no other.
7 | form light and create darkness,

I make well and create woe;

I the Lord do all these things.

8 “Shower, O heavens, from above,
and let the skies rain down righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation may spring up,
and let it cause righteousness to sprout up also;
| the Lord have created it.” [
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18 “For thus says the Lord, who created the heavens
(he is God!),
who formed the earth and made it
(he established it;
he did not create it a chaos,
he formed it to be inhabited!):
“l am the Lord, and there is no other.
21 There is no other god besides me,
a righteous God and a Saviour;
there is no one besides me.

22 “Turn to me and be saved,
all the ends of the earth!
For | am God, and there is no other.
23 By myself | have sworn,
from my mouth has gone forth in righteousness
a word that shall not return:
“To me every knee shall bow,
every tongue shall swear.’

24 “Only in the Lord, it shall be said of me,
are righteousness and strength;
all who were incensed against him
shall come to him and be ashamed.
25 In the Lord all the offspring of Israel shall triumph and glory.”

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 85.8ab-9, 10-11, 12-14 (R. Isa 45.8)
R. Let the clouds rain down the Just One.++

or: Let the clouds rain down the Just One,
and the earth bring forth a Saviour.

8 Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people.

9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land. R.

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;
righteousness and peace will kiss each other.

11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,

and righteousness will look down from the sky. R.

34 THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT



12

13

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

19

20

21

22

23

The Lord will give what is good,

and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness will go before him,
and will make a path for his steps. R.

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Raise your voice and tell the good news:
The Lord our God comes in strength.

Isaiah 40.9-10

Luke 7.19-23

Tell John what you have heard and seen.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

The disciples of John the Baptist reported to him
all that Jesus was doing.

So John summoned two of his disciples

and sent them to the Lord to ask,

“Are you the one who is to come,

or are we to wait for another?”

When the men had come to Jesus, they said,
“John the Baptist has sent us to you to ask,
‘Are you the one who is to come,

or are we to wait for another?’”

Jesus had just then cured many people of diseases,
plagues, and evil spirits,
and had given sight to many who were blind.

And Jesus answered them,

“Go and tell John what you have seen and heard:
the blind receive their sight, the lame walk,

the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear,

the dead are raised,

the poor have good news brought to them.

And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.”

The gospel of the Lord.

WEDNESDAY

35



190 THURSDAY

For the weekdays between December 17 and 24, use the readings given in nos. 193-200.

FIRST READING Isaiah 54.1-10

The Lord has called you like a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Thus says the Lord to Jerusalem:

1 “Sing, O barren one who did not bear;
burst into song and shout,
you who have not been in labour!
For the children of the desolate woman
will be more than the children of her that is married,
says the Lord.

2 “Enlarge the site of your tent,
and let the curtains of your habitations be stretched out;
do not hold back;
lengthen your cords and strengthen your stakes.
3 For you will spread out to the right and to the left,
and your descendants will possess the nations
and will settle the desolate towns.

4 “Do not fear, for you will not be ashamed,;
do not be discouraged,
for you will not suffer disgrace;
for you will forget the shame of your youth,
and the disgrace of your widowhood you will remember no more.
5 For your Maker is your husband,
the Lord of hosts is his name;
the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer,
the God of the whole earth he is called.
6 For the Lord has called you
like a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit,
like the wife of a man’s youth when she is cast off,”
says your God.

7 “For a brief moment | abandoned you,
but with great compassion | will gather you.
8 In overflowing wrath for a moment

I hid my face from you,
but with everlasting love I will have compassion on you,”
says the Lord, your Redeemer.
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9 “This is like the days of Noah to me:
Just as | swore
that the waters of Noah would never again go over the earth,
so | have sworn that | will not be angry with you
and will not rebuke you.
10 For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed,
but my steadfast love shall not depart from you,
and my covenant of peace shall not be removed,”
says the Lord, who has compassion on you.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 30.1+3, 4-5, 10-11ac+12 (R.1a)

R. 1 will praise you, Lord,
for you have rescued me.

1 I will extol you, O Lord,
for you have drawn me up,
and did not let my foes rejoice over me.
3 O Lord, you brought up my soul from Sheol,
restored me to life
from among those gone down to the Pit. R.

4 Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones,
and give thanks to his holy name.
5 For his anger is but for a moment;

his favour is for a life time.
Weeping may linger for the night,
but joy comes with the morning. R.

10 Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me!
O Lord, be my helper!

1 You have turned my mourning into dancing;
and clothed me with joy,

12 so that my soul may praise you and not be silent.

O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 3.4,6

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
all people shall see the salvation of God.
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GOSPEL Luke 7.24-30

John is the messenger, who prepares the way for the Lord.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

24 When John the Baptist’s messengers had gone,
Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John:
“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at?
A reed shaken by the wind?

25 What then did you go out to see?

Someone dressed in soft robes?
Look, those who put on fine clothing
and live in luxury are in royal palaces.

26 What then did you go out to see?

A prophet?
Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet.

27 This is the one about whom it is written,

‘See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’

28 “I tell you, among those born of women
no one is greater than John;
yet the least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”
29 And all the people who heard this, including the tax collectors,
acknowledged the justice of God,
because they had been baptized with John’s baptism.
30 But by refusing to be baptized by him,
the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected God’s purpose for themselves.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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191 FRIDAY

For the weekdays between December 17 and 24, use the readings given in nos. 193-200.

FIRST READING Isaiah 56.1-3a, 6-8

Thus says the Lord:
My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the peoples.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

1 Thus says the Lord:
“Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come,
and my deliverance be revealed.

2 “Happy is the mortal who does this,
the one who holds it fast,
who keeps the sabbath, not profaning it,
and refrains from doing any evil.

3 “Do not let the foreigner joined to the Lord say,
“The Lord will surely separate me from his people’.
6 For the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,

to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,
and to be his servants,
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it,
and hold fast my covenant—
7 these I will bring to my holy mountain,
and make them joyful in my house of prayer.
Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.”

8 Thus says the Lord God,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel,
“I will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.”

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 67.1-2, 4, 6-7 (R.3)

R. O God, let the nations praise you!

May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face to shine upon us,

that your way may be known upon earth,
your saving power among all nations. R.

Let the nations be glad

and sing for joy,

for you judge the peoples with equity

and guide the nations upon earth. R.
The earth has yielded its increase;

God, our God, has blessed us.

May God continue to bless us;

let all the ends of the earth revere him. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Come, Lord, bring us your peace;
let us rejoice before you with a perfect heart.

GOSPEL John 5.16-17, 33-36++

16

17

33

34

35

36

John is a lamp, burning and shining.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus went up to Jerusalem for the festival,

and healed a man who was paralyzed on the Sabbath.
Therefore the Jewish leaders started persecuting Jesus,
because he was doing such things on the Sabbath.
But Jesus answered them,

“My Father is still working, and | am also still working.
You sent messengers to John the Baptist,

and he testified to the truth.

Not that I accept such human testimony,

but | say these things so that you may be saved.

He was a burning and shining lamp,

and you were willing to rejoice

for a while in his light.

“But | have a testimony greater than John’s.

The works that the Father has given me to complete,
the very works that | am doing,

testify on my behalf that the Father has sent me.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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192 GOSPEL ACCLAMATIONS - ADVENT WEEKDAYS

For weekdays before December 17.

These texts may be used in place of the texts proposed for each day.

See Psalm 80:4
Come and save us, Lord our God;
let us see your face, and we shall be saved.

Psalm 85:8
Lord, show us your mercy and love,
and grant us your salvation.

Isaiah 33:22
The Lord will judge us by his law;
he is our King and Saviour.

See Isaiah 40:9-10
Raise your voice and tell the good news:
the Lord our God comes in strength.

See Isaiah 45:8
Let the clouds rain down the Just One,
and the earth bring forth a Saviour.

Isaiah 55:6
Seek the Lord while he can be found.
Call on him while he is near.

Luke 3:4, 6
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
all people shall see the salvation of God.

The Lord will come; go out to meet him!
He is the prince of peace.

Behold, our Lord shall come with power;
he will enlighten the eyes of his servants.

The Lord is coming to save his people;
happy are those prepared to meet him.

Behold, the king will come, the Lord of earth:
and he will set us free.

The day of the Lord is near:
he comes to save us.

Come, O Lord, do not delay:
forgive the sins of your people.

Come, Lord, bring us your peace;
let us rejoice before you with a perfect heart.
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ADVENT WEEKDAYS - DECEMBER 17 TO 24

When a Sunday occurs between December 17 and 24, the weekday readings for that day are omitted.
They may be used on another day, especially to avoid duplicating the Sunday readings.++

193 DECEMBER 17

FIRST READING Genesis 49.2, 8-10

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah.
A reading from the book of Genesis.
Jacob called his sons, and said:

“Gather around,
that | may tell you what will happen to you in days to come.

2 Assemble and hear, O sons of Jacob:;
listen to Israel your father.
8 “Judah, your brothers shall praise you;

your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies;
your father’s sons shall bow down before you.

9 Judah is a lion’s cub;
from the prey, my son, you have gone up.
He crouches down, he stretches out like a lion,
like a lioness—who dares rouse him?

10 “The sceptre shall not depart from Judah,
nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,
until tribute comes to him;
and the obedience of the peoples is his.”

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 72.1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 17 (R.7)
R. Justice and peace shall flourish for ever.++

or: Justice shall flourish in his time,
and fullness of peace for ever.

1 Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a king’s son.

2 May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice. R.
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3 May the mountains yield prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor. R.
! In his days may righteousness flourish
and peace abound, until the moon is no more.
8 May he have dominion from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth. R.
17 May his name endure forever,

his fame continue as long as the sun.
May all nations be blessed in him;
may they pronounce him happy. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Come,

Wisdom of our God Most High,

guiding creation with power and love:
teach us to walk in the path of knowledge!

GOSPEL Matthew 1.1-17

An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

1 An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah,
the son of David, the son of Abraham.
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac,

Isaac the father of Jacob,
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,
3 Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar,
Perez the father of Hezron,
Hezron the father of Aram,
4 Aram the father of Aminadab,
Aminadab the father of Nahshon,
Nahshon the father of Salmon,
5 Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab,
Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth,
Obed the father of Jesse,
6 and Jesse the father of King David. 0
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And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah,
Solomon the father of Rehoboam,

Rehoboam the father of Abijah,

Abijah the father of Asaph,

Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat,

Jehoshaphat the father of Joram,

Joram the father of Uzziah,

Uzziah the father of Jotham,

Jotham the father of Ahaz,

Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,

Hezekiah the father of Manasseh,

Manasseh the father of Amos, the father of Josiah,
and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers,
at the time of the deportation to Babylon.

And after the deportation to Babylon:
Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel,
Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel,
Zerubbabel the father of Abiud,
Abiud the father of Eliakim,

Eliakim the father of Azor,

Azor the father of Zadok,

Zadok the father of Achim,

Achim the father of Eliud,

Eliud the father of Eleazar,

Eleazar the father of Matthan,
Matthan the father of Jacob,

and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary,
of whom Jesus was born,

who is called the Messiah.

So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations;
and from David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations;
and from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations.

The gospel of the Lord.
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194 DECEMBER 18

FIRST READING Jeremiah 23.5-8

I will raise up for David a righteous Branch.

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah.

5 “The days are surely coming,” says the Lord,
“when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
and he shall reign as king and deal wisely,
and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.

6 “In his days Judah will be saved
and Israel will live in safety.
And this is the name by which he will be called:
“The Lord is our righteousness.’

7 “Therefore, the days are surely coming,”

says the Lord,

“when it shall no longer be said,

‘As the Lord lives

who brought the people of Israel up out of the land of Egypt,’
8 but ‘As the Lord lives

who brought out and led the offspring of the house of Israel

out of the land of the north

and out of all the lands where he had driven them.’

Then they shall live in their own land.”

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 72.1-2, 12-13, 18-19 (R.7)
R. Justice and peace shall flourish for ever.++

or: Justice shall flourish in his time,
and fullness of peace for ever.

1 Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a king’s son.

2 May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice. R.
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12 For he delivers the needy when they call,
the poor and those who have no helper.

13 He has pity on the weak and the needy,
and saves the lives of the needy. R.

18 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,
who alone does wondrous things.

19 Blessed be his glorious name forever;
may his glory fill the whole earth. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Come,

Leader of ancient Israel,

giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai:
rescue us with your mighty power!

GOSPEL Matthew 1.18-24

Jesus was born of Mary, who was engaged to Joseph, son of David.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

18 The birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph,
but before they lived together,
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.

19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man
and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,
planned to dismiss her quietly.
20 But just when he had resolved to do this,
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph, son of David,
do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
21 She will bear a son,
and you are to name him Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins.”

22 All this took place
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet:

23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.”
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24 When Joseph awoke from sleep,
he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him;
he took Mary as his wife.

The gospel of the Lord.

195 DECEMBER 19

FIRST READING Judges 13.2-7, 24-25a

The angel of the Lord appeared and announced the birth of Samson.
A reading from the book of Judges.

2 There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of Dan,
whose name was Manoah.
His wife was barren, having borne no children.

3 And the angel of the Lord appeared to the woman
and said to her,
“Although you are barren, having borne no children,
you shall conceive and bear a son.

4 Now be careful not to drink wine or strong drink,
or to eat anything unclean,
5 for you shall conceive and bear a son.

No razor is to come on his head,

for the boy shall be a nazirite to God from birth.
It is he who shall begin to deliver Israel

from the hand of the Philistines.”

6 Then the woman came and told her husband,
“A man of God came to me,
and his appearance was like that of an angel of God,
most awe-inspiring;
I did not ask him where he came from,
and he did not tell me his name;
7 but he said to me,
‘You shall conceive and bear a son.
So then drink no wine or strong drink,
and eat nothing unclean,
for the boy shall be a nazirite
to God from birth to the day of his death.’” [
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24 The woman bore a son, and named him Samson.
The boy grew, and the Lord blessed him.
25 The spirit of the Lord began to stir him.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 71.3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17 (R.8)

R. Fill me with your praise and | will sing your glory!

3 Be to me a rock of refuge,
a strong fortress, to save me,
for you are my rock and my fortress.

4 Rescue me, O my God,
from the hand of the wicked. R.
5 For you, O Lord, are my hope,
my trust, O Lord, from my youth.
6 Upon you | have leaned from my birth;
it was you who took me from my mother’s womb. R.
16 I will come praising the mighty deeds of the Lord God,
I will praise your righteousness, yours alone.
17 O God, from my youth you have taught me,

and | still proclaim your wondrous deeds. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Come,

Flower of Jesse’s stem,

sign of God’s love for all his people:
save us without delay!

GOSPEL Luke 1.5-25

The angel Gabriel announces the birth of John the Baptist.
[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

5 In the days of King Herod of Judea,
there was a priest named Zechariah,
who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah.
His wife was a descendant of Aaron,
and her name was Elizabeth.
6 Both of them were righteous before God,
living blamelessly according to all the commandments
and regulations of the Lord.
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But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren,
and both were getting on in years.

Once when Zechariah was serving as priest before God

and his section was on duty,

he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood,
to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense.

Now at the time of the incense offering,

the whole assembly of the people was praying outside.

Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord,
standing at the right side of the altar of incense.
When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified;

and fear overwhelmed him.

But the angel said to him,

“Do not be afraid, Zechariah,

for your prayer has been heard.

Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son,

and you will name him John.

You will have joy and gladness,

and many will rejoice at his birth,

for he will be great in the sight of the Lord.

He must never drink wine or strong drink;

even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit.
He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God.
With the spirit and power of Elijah

he will go before him,

to turn the hearts of parents to their children,

and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous,

to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

Zechariah said to the angel,

“How will I know that this is so?

For I am an old man,

and my wife is getting on in years.”
The angel replied,

“I am Gabriel.

| stand in the presence of God,

and | have been sent to speak to you
and to bring you this good news.

But now, because you did not believe my words,
which will be fulfilled in their time,

you will become mute, unable to speak,
until the day these things occur.”
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21 Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah,
and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary.
22 When he did come out,
he could not speak to them,
and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary.
He kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak.
23 When his time of service was ended,
he went to his home.

24 After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived,
and for five months she remained in seclusion.
25 She said, “This is what the Lord has done for me
when he looked favourably on me
and took away the disgrace | have endured among my people.”

The gospel of the Lord.

196 DECEMBER 20

FIRST READING Isaiah 7.10-14; 8.10d

Behold, the virgin is with child.
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

10 The Lord spoke to Isaiah and said,
“Go out to meet Ahaz, and say to the King:
1 ‘Ask a sign of the Lord your God;
let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.

12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask,
and I will not put the Lord to the test.”

13 Then lIsaiah said:
“Hear then, O house of David!
Is it too little for you to weary mortals,
that you weary my God also?
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son,
and shall name him Immanuel,”
that is, God is with us.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 24.1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 (R.7c+10c)
R. Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.

1 The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it
the world, and those who live in it;
2 for he has founded it on the seas,

and established it on the rivers. R.

3 Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?
And who shall stand in his holy place?

4 Those who have clean hands and pure hearts,
who do not lift up their souls to what is false. R.
5 They will receive blessing from the Lord,
and vindication from the God of their salvation.
6 Such is the company of those who seek him,

who seek the face of the God of Jacob. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Come,

Key of David,

opening the gates of God’s eternal kingdom:
free the prisoners of darkness!

GOSPEL Luke 1.26-38

You will conceive in your womb and bear a son.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God
to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,

27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David.
The virgin’s name was Mary.

28 And the angel came to her and said,

“Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.
29 But Mary was much perplexed by his words

and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.

30 The angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favour with God.
31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. [
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He will be great,

and will be called the Son of the Most High,

and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,

and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

Mary said to the angel,

“How can this be, since | am a virgin?”

The angel said to her,

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you,

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy;

he will be called Son of God.

“And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age

has also conceived a son;

and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.
For nothing will be impossible with God.”

Then Mary said,

“Here am I, the servant of the Lord;

let it be with me according to your word.”

Then the angel departed from her.

The gospel of the Lord.

197 DECEMBER 21

An optional reading is given below.

FIRST READING Zephaniah 3.14-18a

14

15

The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst.

A reading from the book of the prophet Zephaniah.

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;

shout, O Israel!

Rejoice and exult with all your heart,

O daughter Jerusalem!

The Lord has taken away the judgments against you,
he has turned away your enemies.

The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;

you shall fear disaster no more.
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On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
“Do not fear, O Zion;

do not let your hands grow weak.

The Lord, your God, is in your midst,

a warrior who gives victory;

he will rejoice over you with gladness,
he will renew you in his love;

he will exult over you with loud singing
as on a day of festival.”

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.
or:

A reading from the Song of Songs.

The voice of my beloved!

Look, he comes,

leaping upon the mountains,

bounding over the hills.

My beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag.
Look, there he stands behind our wall,
gazing in at the windows,

looking through the lattice.

My beloved speaks and says to me:

“Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away;

for now the winter is past,

the rain is over and gone.

The flowers appear on the earth;

the time of singing has come,

and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.
The fig tree puts forth its figs,

and the vines are in blossom;

they give forth fragrance.

“Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.
O my dove, in the clefts of the rock,

in the covert of the cliff,

let me see your face,

let me hear your voice;

for your voice is sweet, and your face is lovely.”

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

Song of Songs 2.8-14

The voice of my beloved! Look, he comes, leaping upon the mountains.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 33.2-3, 11-12, 20-21 (R.1a+3a)
R. Cry out with joy to the Lord.++

or: Cry out with joy to the Lord, you holy ones;
sing a new song to him.

2 Praise the Lord with the lyre;

make melody to him with the harp of ten strings.
3 Sing to him a new song;

play skilfully on the strings, with loud shouts. R.
n The counsel of the Lord stands forever,

the thoughts of his heart to all generations.
12 Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord,
the people whom he has chosen as his heritage. R.

20 Our soul waits for the Lord;
he is our help and shield.
21 Our heart is glad in him,

because we trust in his holy name. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Come,

Emmanuel,

God’s presence among us, our King, our Judge:
save us, Lord our God!

GOSPEL Luke 1.39-45

Why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

39 Mary set out and went with haste
to a Judean town in the hill country,

40 where she entered the house of Zechariah
and greeted Elizabeth.

41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting,

the child leaped in her womb.

And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit
42 and exclaimed with a loud cry:

“Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb.
43 And why has this happened to me,
that the mother of my Lord comes to me?
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44 For as soon as | heard the sound of your greeting,
the child in my womb leaped for joy.

45 And blessed is she who believed
that there would be a fulfillment
of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

The gospel of the Lord.

198 DECEMBER 22

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 1.24-28

Hannah gave thanks for the birth of her son, Samuel.
A reading from the first book of Samuel.

24 When Hannah had weaned her son Samuel,
she took him up with her,
along with a three-year-old bull,
a measure of flour, and a skin of wine.
She brought him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh;
and the child was young.

25 Then they slaughtered the bull,
and they brought the child to Eli.
26 And Hannah said,
“Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord,
I am the woman who was standing here in your presence,
praying to the Lord.
27 For this child | prayed;
and the Lord has granted me the petition that | made to him.

28 “Therefore | have lent this child to the Lord;
as long as he lives, he is given to the Lord.”
Hannah left Samuel there for the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL CANTICLE 1 Samuel 2.1, 45, 6-7, 8abcd (R.1a)

R. My hearts rejoices in the Lord, my Saviour.

1 My heart exults in the Lord,
my strength is exalted in my God.
My mouth derides my enemies,
because I rejoice in my victory. R.

4 The bows of the mighty are broken,
but the feeble gird on strength.
5 Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread,

but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.
The barren has borne seven,
but she who has many children is forlorn. R.

6 The Lord kills and brings to life;
he brings down to Sheol and raises up.

7 The Lord makes poor and makes rich;
he brings low, he also exalts. R.
8 He raises up the poor from the dust;

he lifts the needy from the ash heap,
to make them sit with princes.
and inherit a seat of honour. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Come,

King of all nations,

source of your Church’s unity and faith:
save all people, your own creation!

GOSPEL Luke 1.46-56

The Mighty One has done great things for me.
[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

In those days Mary set out to visit Elizabeth.
After hearing her greeting, Mary said,
46 “My soul magnifies the Lord,
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
48 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.

50 “God’s mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
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He has shown strength with his arm;

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;

he has filled the hungry with good things,

and sent the rich away empty.

“The Lord has helped his servant Israel,

in remembrance of his mercy,

according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

Mary remained with Elizabeth about three months,
then returned to her home.

The gospel of the Lord.

199 DECEMBER 23

FIRST READING Malachi 3.1-4; 4.5-6

I shall send my messenger, the prophet Elijah,
to prepare for the coming of the day of the Lord.

A reading from the book of the prophet Malachi.

Thus says the Lord to Israel:

“See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me,
and the Lord whom you seek

will suddenly come to his temple.

The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—

indeed, he is coming,”

says the Lord of hosts.

But who can endure the day of his coming,

and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap;

he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,

and he will purify the descendants of Levi

and refine them like gold and silver,

until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness.

Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem

will be pleasing to the Lord,

as in the days of old and as in former years. l
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM

10

14

“Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah

before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes.
He will turn the hearts of parents to their children
and the hearts of children to their parents,

so that I will not come and strike the land with a curse.”

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

R. Lift up your heads and see;
your redemption is near at hand.

Make me know your ways, O Lord;
teach me your paths.

Lead me in your truth, and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation. R.

Good and upright is the Lord;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
He leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble his way. R.

All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness,

for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.
The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear him,
and he makes his covenant known to them. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Come,

Emmanuel,

God’s presence among us, our King, our Judge:
save us, Lord our God!

GOSPEL

58

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth,
and she bore a son.

Her neighbours and relatives heard

that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her,
and they rejoiced with her.

Psalm 25.4bc-5ab, 8-9, 10+14 (R. Lk 21.28)

Luke 1.57-66
The nativity of John the Baptist.
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On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child,

and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father.
But his mother said,

“No; he is to be called John.”

They said to her,

“None of your relatives has this name.”

Then they began motioning to his father

to find out what name he wanted to give him.
He asked for a writing tablet and wrote,

“His name is John.”

And all of them were amazed.

Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed,
and he began to speak, praising God.

Fear came over all their neighbours,

and all these things were talked about

throughout the entire hill country of Judea.

All who heard them pondered them and said,

“What then will this child become?”

For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.

The gospel of the Lord.

200 DECEMBER 24 In the Morning

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 7.1-5, 8-12, 16

The kingdom of David shall last forever before the Lord.

A reading from the second book of Samuel.

Now when King David was settled in his house,

and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around him,
the king said to the prophet Nathan,

“See now, | am living in a house of cedar,

but the ark of God stays in a tent.”

Nathan said to the king,
“Go, do all that you have in mind;
for the Lord is with you.”

But that night the word of the Lord came to Nathan:

“Go and tell my servant David:

Thus says the Lord:

Are you the one to build me a house to live in? [
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8 Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David:
Thus says the Lord of hosts:
I took you from the pasture,
from following the sheep
to be prince over my people Israel;
9 and | have been with you wherever you went,
and have cut off all your enemies from before you;
and | will make for you a great name,
like the name of the great ones of the earth.

10 “And | will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them,
so that they may live in their own place,
and be disturbed no more;
and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly,
1 from the time that | appointed judges over my people Israel;
and | will give you rest from all your enemies.

“Moreover the Lord declares to you
that the Lord will make you a house.
12 When your days are fulfilled
and you lie down with your ancestors,
I will raise up your offspring after you,
who shall come forth from your body,
and | will establish his kingdom.
16 Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me;
your throne shall be established forever.”

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 89.1-2, 3-4, 26+28 (R.2a)
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
1 I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord,
with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.
2 I declare that your steadfast love is established forever;
your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. R.
3 You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
I have sworn to my servant David:
4 I will establish your descendants forever,
and build your throne for all generations.” R.
26 He shall cry to me, “You are my Father,
my God, and the Rock of my salvation!”
28 Forever | will keep my steadfast love for him,

and my covenant with him will stand firm. R.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Come,

Radiant Dawn,

splendour of eternal light, sun of justice:
shine on those lost in the darkness of death!

GOSPEL Luke 1.67-79

The dawn from on high will break upon us.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

After Zechariah had named his son John,

his mouth was opened and he began praising God.
67 Then Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit

and spoke this prophecy:

68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,

for he has looked favourably on his people and redeemed them.
69 He has raised up a mighty saviour for us

in the house of his servant David,
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
£ that we would be saved from our enemies

and from the hand of all who hate us.

72 “Thus the Lord has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,
and has remembered his holy covenant,

73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,

74 to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies,
might serve him without fear,

75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.

76 “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
7 to give knowledge of salvation to his people
by the forgiveness of their sins.
78 By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

The gospel of the Lord.
For the text for a Mass during the afternoon of December 24, before or after Evening Prayer | of

Christmas, see no. 13 (page 54), the Vigil of Christmas in Volume I, Lectionary for Sundays and
Solemnities.
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201 GOSPEL ACCLAMATIONS — ADVENT WEEKDAYS

For weekdays between December 17-24.

These verses may be used instead of the texts in place for each day.

Come,

Wisdom of our God Most High,

guiding creation with power and love:
teach us to walk in the path of knowledge!

Come,

Leader of ancient Israel,

giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai:
rescue us with your mighty power!

Come,

Flower of Jesse’s stem,

sign of God’s love for all his people:
save us without delay!

Come,

Key of David,

opening the gates of God’s eternal kingdom:
free the prisoners of darkness!

Come,

Radiant Dawn,

splendour of eternal light, sun of justice:
shine on those lost in the darkness of death!

Come,

King of all nations,

source of your Church’s unity and faith:
save all people, your own creation!

Come,

Emmanuel,

God’s presence among us, our King, our Judge:
save us, Lord our God!
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OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS
696 STEPHEN DECEMBER 26

The first martyr
Second Day in the Octave of Christmas - Feast

FIRST READING Acts 6.8-10; 7.54-59

| see the heavens opened!

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

8 Stephen, full of grace and power,
did great wonders and signs among the people.
9 Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen

(as it was called),
Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of those from Cilicia and Asia,
stood up and argued with Stephen.
10 But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit
with which Stephen spoke.

54 When his enemies heard what Stephen proclaimed,
they became enraged and ground their teeth at him.

55 But filled with the Holy Spirit,
he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.

56 “Look,” he said,
“l see the heavens opened
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!”

57 But his enemies covered their ears,
and with a loud shout all rushed together against him.

58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him;
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.

59 While he was being stoned, Stephen prayed,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 31.2cd-3ab, 5+7ab, 15bc-16 (R.5a)

R. Into your hands, O Lord, | entrust my spirit.

2 Be a rock of refuge for me,
a strong fortress to save me.
3 You are indeed my rock and my fortress;
for your name’s sake lead me and guide me. R.
5 Into your hand | commit my spirit;
you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God.
7 I will exult and rejoice in your steadfast love,
because you have seen my affliction. R.
15 Deliver me from the hand of my enemies
and from the hand of my persecutors.
16 Let your face shine upon your servant;

save me in your steadfast love. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Psalm 118.26a, 27a

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord:
the Lord shines upon us.

GOSPEL Matthew 10.17-22

No, you will not be the one speaking:
the Spirit of your Father will speak through you.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus said to the twelve:

17 “Beware of those who oppose you, for they will hand you over to councils
and flog you in their synagogues;

18 and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me,
as a testimony to them and the Gentiles.

19 “When they hand you over,
do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say;
for what you are to say will be given to you at that time;

20 for it is not you who speak,
but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.

21 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child,

and children will rise against parents and have them put to death;
22 and you will be hated by all because of my name.

But the one who endures to the end will be saved.

The gospel of the Lord.
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697 JOHN DECEMBER 27

apostle, evangelist
Third Day in the Octave of Christmas - Feast

FIRST READING 1 John 1.1-4

We reveal to you what we have seen and heard.

A reading from the first letter of John.

Beloved:
1 We declare to you what was from the beginning,
what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes,
what we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life—
2 this life was revealed,
and we have seen it and testify to it,
and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father
and was revealed to us—
3 we declare to you what we have seen and heard
so that you also may have communion with us;
and truly our communion is with the Father
and with his Son Jesus Christ.
4 We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 97. 1-2, 5-6, 11-12 (R.12a)
R. Let the just rejoice in the Lord.
1 The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice;
let the many coastlands be glad!
2 Clouds and thick darkness are all around him;
righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. R.
5 The mountains melt like wax before the Lord,
before the Lord of all the earth.
6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness;

and all the peoples behold his glory. R.

1 Light dawns for the righteous,
and joy for the upright in heart.

12 Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous,
and give thanks to his holy name! R.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

We praise you, O God, we acclaim you as Lord;
the glorious company of apostles praise you.

GOSPEL John 20.2-8

The other disciples outdistanced Peter,
and arrived first at the tomb of Jesus.

[ | A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

2 On the first day of the week,
Mary Magdalene ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple,
the one whom Jesus loved,
and said to them,
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb,
and we do not know where they have laid him.”

3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb.
4 The two were running together,
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.
5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there,
but he did not go in.
6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb.
He saw the linen wrappings lying there,
7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head;

it was not lying with the linen wrappings
but rolled up in a place by itself.

8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in,
and he saw and believed.

The gospel of the Lord.
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698 HOLY INNOCENTS DECEMBER 28

martyrs
Fourth Day in the Octave of Christmas - Feast

FIRST READING 1John15-2.2

Christ’s blood cleanses us from all sin.

A reading from the first letter of John.

Beloved:

5 This is the message we have heard from Jesus Christ
and proclaim to you,
that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all.

6 If we say that we have communion with him
while we are walking in darkness,
we lie and do not do what is true;
7 but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light,
we have communion with one another,
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

8 If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.
9 If we confess our sins,
he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
10 If we say that we have not sinned,
we make him a liar,
and his word is not in us.

1 My little children,
I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.
But if anyone does sin,
we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous;
2 and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins,
and not for ours only
but also for the sins of the whole world.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 124.2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 (R.7ab)

R. Our soul has escaped like a bird from the hunter’s net.

2 If it had not been the Lord who was on our side,
when our enemies attacked us,

3 then they would have swallowed us up alive,
when their anger was kindled against us. R.

4 Then the flood would have swept us away,
the torrent would have gone over us;

5 then over us would have gone
the raging waters. R.

7 The snare is broken,
and we have escaped.

8 Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

We praise you, O God, we acclaim you as Lord,;
the white-robed army of martyrs praise you.

GOSPEL Matthew 2.13-18

Herod killed all the little boys in and around Bethlehem.
[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

13 After the wise men had left,
an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,
“Get up, take the child and his mother,
and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you;
for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”

14 Then Joseph got up,
took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt,

15 and remained there until the death of Herod.
This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet,
“Out of Egypt | have called my son.”

16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men,
he was infuriated,
and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem
who were two years old or under,
according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. O
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17 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,

wailing and loud lamentation,

Rachel weeping for her children;

she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”

The gospel of the Lord.

202 FIFTH DAY IN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS
DECEMBER 29

FIRST READING 1 John 2.3-11

Whoever loves a brother or sister lives in the light.
A reading from the first letter of John.
3 My little children,

Now by this we may be sure that we know God,
if we obey his commandments.

4 Whoever says,
“I have come to know God,” but does not obey his commandments,
is a liar,
and in such a person the truth does not exist;

5 but whoever obeys his word,

truly in this person the love of God has reached perfection.
By this we may be sure that we are in him:

6 whoever says,
“I abide in him,” ought to walk just as he walked.
7 Beloved, I am not writing you a new commandment,

but an old commandment that you have had from the beginning;
the old commandment is the word that you have heard.
8 Yet | am writing you a new commandment
that is true in him and in you,
because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining.
9 Whoever says, “lI am in the light,”
while hating a brother or sister, is still in the darkness.
10 Whoever loves a brother or sister lives in the light,
and in such a person there is no cause for stumbling.
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11

But whoever hates another believer is in the darkness,
walks in the darkness, and does not know the way to go,
because the darkness has brought on blindness.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 96.1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (R.11a)

R. Let heaven and earth exult in joy!

O sing to the Lord a new song;

sing to the Lord, all the earth.

Sing to the Lord, bless his name;

Tell of his salvation from day to day. R.

Declare his glory among the nations,

his marvellous works among all the peoples.
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised,;
he is to be revered above all gods. R.

For all the gods of the peoples are idols,
but the Lord made the heavens.

Honour and majesty are before him;
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 2.32

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

This is the light of revelation to the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.

GOSPEL Luke 2.22-35

22

23

24

The light to reveal the salvation to the nations.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

When the time came for their purification

according to the law of Moses,

Mary and Joseph brought Jesus up to Jerusalem

to present him to the Lord

(as it is written in the law of the Lord,

“Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”),

and they offered a sacrifice

according to what is stated in the law of the Lord,

“a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” U
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25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;
this man was righteous and devout,
looking forward to the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit rested on him.
26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.
27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple;
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus,
to do for him what was customary under the law,
28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed
at what was being said about him.

34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary,
“This child is destined for the falling and the rising
of many in lIsrael,
and to be a sign that will be opposed

35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed
—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

The gospel of the Lord.

203 SIXTH DAY IN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS
DECEMBER 30

FIRST READING 1 John 2.12-17

Those who do the will of God live forever.
A reading from the first letter of John.

12 I am writing to you, little children,
because your sins are forgiven on account of his name.
13 | am writing to you, fathers,

because you know him who is from the beginning.
I am writing to you, young people,
because you have conquered the evil one.
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14 | write to you, children, because you know the Father.
| write to you, fathers,
because you know him who is from the beginning.
| write to you, young people, because you are strong
and the word of God abides in you,
and you have overcome the evil one.

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world.

The love of the Father is not in those who love the world;
16 for all that is in the world

—the desire of the flesh,

the desire of the eyes, the pride in riches—

comes not from the Father but from the world.
17 And the world and its desire are passing away,

but those who do the will of God live forever.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 96.7-8, 9-10ab, 10c-12a (R.11a)
R. Let heaven and earth exult in joy!

7 Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;

bring an offering, and come into his courts. R.

9 Worship the Lord in holy splendour;
tremble before him, all the earth.
10 Say among the nations, “The Lord is king!
The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved.” R.
“He will judge the peoples with equity.”
1 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
12 let the field exult, and everything in it. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
A holy day has dawned upon us.

Come, you nations, and adore the Lord.
Today a great light has come upon the earth.
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GOSPEL Luke 2.36-40

Anna began to speak about the child
to all who were looking for the redemption of Israel.

[ | A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

36 The parents of Jesus came to Jerusalem to present the child Jesus.
In the Temple, there was also a prophet, Anna
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was of a great age,
having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage,
37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four.
She never left the temple
but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day.
38 At that moment she came,
and began to praise God and to speak about the child
to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord,
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.
40 The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom;
and the favour of God was upon him.

The gospel of the Lord.

204 SEVENTH DAY IN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS
DECEMBER 31

FIRST READING 1 John 2.18-21

You have been anointed by the Holy One, and all of you have knowledge.

A reading from the first letter of John.

18 Children,
it is the last hour!
As you have heard that antichrist is coming,
so now many antichrists have come.
From this we know that it is the last hour.

19 They went out from us, but they did not belong to us;
for if they had belonged to us,
they would have remained with us.
But by going out they made it plain
that none of them belongs to us.

20 But you have been anointed by the Holy One,
and all of you have knowledge.
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| write to you, not because you do not know the truth,
but because you know it,
and you know that no lie comes from the truth.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 96.1-2, 11-12, 13 (R.11a)

11

12

13

R. Let heaven and earth exult in joy!

O sing to the Lord a new song;

sing to the Lord, all the earth.

Sing to the Lord, bless his name;

tell of his salvation from day to day. R.

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;

let the field exult, and everything in it.

Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy. R.

Rejoice before the Lord; for he is coming,
for he is coming to judge the earth.

He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with his truth. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 1.14.12

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us.

He enabled those who accepted him to become the children of God.

GOSPEL John 1.1-18

The word became flesh.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God,

and the Word was God.

He was in the beginning with God.

All things came into being through him,

and without him not one thing came into being.

What has come into being in him was life,

and the life was the light of all people. O
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5 The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
7 He came as a witness to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him.
8 He himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light.
9 The true light, which enlightens everyone,

was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world,
and the world came into being through him;
yet the world did not know him.
11 He came to what was his own,
and his own people did not accept him.

12 But to all who received him,

who believed in his name,

he gave power to become children of God,
13 who were born, not of blood

or of the will of the flesh

or of the will of man,

but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father’s only son,
full of grace and truth.

15 John testified to him and cried out,
“This was he of whom | said,
‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me
because he was before me.””

16 From his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace.
17 The law indeed was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
18 No one has ever seen God.
It is God the only Son,
who has made him known.

The gospel of the Lord.
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WEEKDAYS BETWEEN
NEW YEAR’S DAY AND EPIPHANY

205 JANUARY 2

FIRST READING 1 John 2.22-28

Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you.

A reading from the first letter of John.

22 My little ones,
who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ?
This is the antichrist,
the one who denies the Father and the Son.
23 No one who denies the Son has the Father;
everyone who confesses the Son has the Father also.
24 Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you.
If what you heard from the beginning abides in you,
then you will abide in the Son and in the Father.
25 And this is what he has promised us, eternal life.

26 I write these things to you
concerning those who would deceive you.
27 As for you,
the anointing that you received from him abides in you,
and so you do not need anyone to teach you.
But as his anointing teaches you about all things,
and is true and is not a lie,
and just as it has taught you,
abide in him.

28 And now, little children, abide in him,
so that when he is revealed we may have confidence
and not be put to shame before him at his coming.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM

R. All the ends of the earth have seen
the saving power of our God.

O sing to the Lord a new song,

for he has done marvellous things.
His right hand and his holy arm
have won him victory. R.

The Lord has made known his victory;

he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness

to the house of Israel. R.

All the ends of the earth have seen
the victory of our God.

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets;
now God speaks to us through the Son.

GOSPEL

19

20

21

22

Psalm 98.1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 (R.3cd)

Hebrews 1.1-2

John 1.19-28

In your midst is the one who is coming after me.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

This is the testimony given by John

when the Jewish leaders sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him,

“Who are you?”

He confessed and did not deny it,

but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.”

And they asked him,

“What then? Are you Elijah?”
John said, “I am not.”

“Are you the prophet?”

He answered, “No.”

Then they said to him, “Who are you?
Let us have an answer for those who sent us.
What do you say about yourself?”
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24
25

26

27

28

John said,

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,””

as the prophet Isaiah said.

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.
They asked him,

“Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah,
nor Elijah, nor the prophet?”

John answered them,

“I baptize with water.

Among you stands one whom you do not know,
the one who is coming after me;

| am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.”
This took place in Bethany across the Jordan
where John was baptizing.

The gospel of the Lord.

206 JANUARY 3

FIRST READING

29

1John 2.29; 3.1-6

No one who abides in God sins.

A reading from the first letter of John.

Little children,
iIf you know that God is righteous,

you may be sure that everyone who does right has been born of him.

See what love the Father has given us,
that we should be called children of God;
and that is what we are.

The reason the world does not know us

is that it did not know him.

Beloved, we are God’s children now;
what we will be has not yet been revealed.
What we do know is this:

when he is revealed, we will be like him,
for we will see him as he is.

And all who have this hope in him purify themselves,
just as he is pure.
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4 Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness;
sin is lawlessness.

5 You know that he was revealed to take away sins,
and in him there is no sin.
6 No one who abides in him sins;

no one who sins has either seen him or known him.
The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 98.1, 3cd-4, 5-6 (R.3cd)

R. All the ends of the earth have seen
the saving power of our God.

1 O sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvellous things.
His right hand and his holy arm
have won him victory. R.

3 All the ends of the earth have seen
the victory of our God.
4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises. R.
5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melody.
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn

make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 1.14, 12

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us.
He enabled those who accepted him to become the children of God.

GOSPEL John 1.29-34

Here is the Lamb of God
[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

29 John the Baptist had given testimony to the priests and Levites
who had been sent by the leaders of the Jews.
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and declared,
“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
30 This is he of whom 1 said,
‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me
because he was before me.’
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31 I myself did not know him;
but | came baptizing with water for this reason,
that he might be revealed to Israel.”

32 And John testified,
“I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove,
and it remained on him.
33 I myself did not know him,
but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me,
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend
and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’
34 And | myself have seen and have testified
that this is the Son of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.

207 JANUARY 4

FIRST READING 1 John 3.7-10

Those who have ben born of God do not sin.

A reading from the first letter of John.

7 Little children,
let no one deceive you.
Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.
8 Everyone who commits sin is a child of the devil;
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning.
The Son of God was revealed for this purpose,
to destroy the works of the devil.
9 Those who have been born of God do not sin,
because God’s seed abides in them;
they cannot sin, because they have been born of God.
10 The children of God
and the children of the devil are revealed in this way:
all who do not do what is right are not from God,
nor are those who do not love their brothers and sisters.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 98.1, 7-8, 9 (R.3cd)

R. All the ends of the earth have seen
the saving power of our God.

1 O sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvellous things.
His right hand and his holy arm
have won him victory. R.

7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
the world and those who live in it.
8 Let the floods clap their hands;
let the hills sing together for joy. R.
9 Sing with joy at the presence of the Lord,

for he is coming to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with equity. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Hebrews 1.1-2

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets;
now God speaks to us through the Son.

GOSPEL John 1.35-42

We have found the Messiah.
[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

35 John was standing with two of his disciples,
36 and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed,
“Look, here is the Lamb of God!”
37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.
38 When Jesus turned and saw them following,
he said to them, “What are you looking for?”
They said to him, “Rabbi”
(which translated means Teacher),
“where are you staying?”
39 He said to them, “Come and see.”
They came and saw where he was staying,
and they remained with him that day.
It was about four o’clock in the afternoon.

40 One of the two who heard John speak
and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.
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41 He first found his brother Simon and said to him,
“We have found the Messiah”
(which is translated Anointed).
42 He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said,
“You are Simon son of John.
You are to be called Cephas”
(which is translated Peter).

The gospel of the Lord.

208 JANUARY 5

FIRST READING 1 John 3.11-21

We know that we have passed from death to life
because we love one another.

A reading from the first letter of John.

11 My little children,
this is the message you have heard from the beginning,
that we should love one another.
12 We must not be like Cain who was from the evil one
and murdered his brother.
And why did he murder him?
Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s righteous.
13 Do not be astonished, brothers and sisters,
that the world hates you.
14 We know that we have passed from death to life
because we love one another.
Whoever does not love abides in death.
15 All who hate a brother or sister are murderers,
and you know that murderers do not have eternal life abiding in them.
16 We know love by this,
that he laid down his life for us
—and we ought to lay down our lives for one another.
17 How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?

18 Little children,
let us love, not in word or speech,
but in truth and action.
19 And by this we will know that we are from the truth
and will reassure our hearts before him H
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20 whenever our hearts condemn us;
for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.

21 Beloved,
if our hearts do not condemn us,
we have boldness before God.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 100.1-2, 3, 4, 5, (R.1a)
R. Let all the earth cry out with joy.

1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.
2 Worship the Lord with gladness;
come into his presence with singing. R.

3 Know that the Lord is God.
It is he that made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. R.

4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him, bless his name. R.

5 For the Lord is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

A holy day has dawned upon us.
Come, you nations, and adore the Lord.
Today a great light has come upon the earth.

GOSPEL John 1.43-51

Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

After choosing Andrew and Peter to be his first disciples,
43 Jesus decided to go to Galilee.
He found Philip and said to him,
“Follow me.”
44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.
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46

a7

48

49

50

51

Philip found Nathanael and said to him,

“We have found him

about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote,
Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.”

Nathanael said to him,

“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”

Philip said to him, “Come and see.”

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him,
“Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!”
Nathanael asked him,

“Where did you get to know me?”

Jesus answered,

“I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.”
Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God!

You are the King of Israel!”

Jesus answered,

“Do you believe because | told you that | saw you under the fig tree?
You will see greater things than these.”

And Jesus said to him,

“Very truly, | tell you,

you will see heaven opened

and the angels of God ascending and descending
above the Son of Man.”

The gospel of the Lord.

209 JANUARY 6

FIRST READING 1 John 5.5-13

The Spirit and the water and the blood: these three agree.
A reading from the first letter of John.

Beloved,

who is it that conquers the world

but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

This is the one who came by water and blood,

Jesus Christ,

not with the water only

but with the water and the blood. ]
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And the Spirit is the one that testifies,
for the Spirit is the truth.

7 There are three that testify:

8 the Spirit and the water and the blood,
and these three agree.

9 If we receive human testimony,
the testimony of God is greater;
for this is the testimony of God
that he has testified to his Son.

10 Those who believe in the Son of God
have the testimony in their hearts.
Those who do not believe in God
have made him a liar
by not believing in the testimony
that God has given concerning his Son.

1n And this is the testimony:
God gave us eternal life,
and this life is in his Son.
12 Whoever has the Son has life;
whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 147.12-13, 14-15, 19-20 (R.12a)
R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

12 Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem!
Praise your God, O Zion!

13 For he strengthens the bars of your gates;
he blesses your children within you. R.

14 He grants peace within your borders;
he fills you with the finest of wheat.

15 He sends out his command to the earth;
his word runs swiftly. R.

19 He declares his word to Jacob,
his statutes and ordinances to Israel.

20 He has not dealt thus with any other nation;

they do not know his ordinances. R.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION See Mark 9.7

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The heavens were opened and the Father’s voice was heard:
this is my beloved Son, hear him.

GOSPEL Mark 1.4-5, 7-11++

10

11

You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness,

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
And people from the whole Judean countryside

and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him,

and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

John proclaimed,

“The one who is more powerful than | is coming after me;

| am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.
I have baptized you with water;

but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee
and was baptized by John in the Jordan.

And just as he was coming up out of the water,
Jesus saw the heavens torn apart

and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.
And a voice came from heaven,

“You are my Son, the Beloved;

with you | am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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210 JANUARY 7

FIRST READING 1 John 5.14-21

If we ask anything according to his will, God hears us.

A reading from the first letter of John.

Beloved ones,
13 | write these things to you
who believe in the name of the Son of God,
so that you may know that you have eternal life.
14 And this is the boldness we have in him,
that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.
15 And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask,
we know that we have obtained the requests made of him.
16 If you see your brother or sister committing what is not a mortal sin,
you will ask, and God will give life to such a one
—to those whose sin is not mortal.
There is sin that is mortal;
| do not say that you should pray about that.
17 All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that is not mortal.

18 We know that those who are born of God do not sin,
but the one who was born of God protects them,
and the evil one does not touch them.

19 We know that we are God’s children,
and that the whole world lies under the power of the evil one.

20 And we know that the Son of God has come
and has given us understanding
so that we may know him who is true;
and we are in him who is true,
in his Son Jesus Christ.

He is the true God and eternal life.

21 Little children,
keep yourselves from idols.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 149.1-2, 3-4, 5-6a+9b (R.4a)

R. The Lord takes delight in his people.
or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Sing to the Lord a new song,
his praise in the assembly of the faithful.
2 Let Israel be glad in its Maker;
let the children of Zion rejoice in their King. R.
3 Let them praise his name with dancing,
making melody to him with tambourine and lyre.
4 For the Lord takes pleasure in his people;
he adorns the humble with victory. R.
5 Let the faithful exult in glory;

let them sing for joy on their couches.
Let the high praises of God be in their throats
9 This is glory for all his faithful ones. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 7.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

A great prophet has appeared among us;
God has visited his people.

GOSPEL John 2.1-12

Jesus performed the first of his signs in Cana of Galilee.

| ] A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

1 There was a wedding in Cana of Galilee,
and the mother of Jesus was there.
2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.
3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him,
“They have no wine.”
4 And Jesus said to her,

“Woman, what concern is that to you and to me?
My hour has not yet come.”

5 His mother said to the servants,
“Do whatever he tells you.”
6 Now standing there were six stone water jars

for the Jewish rites of purification,
each holding about a hundred litres. [twenty or thirty gallons.]
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.”
And they filled them up to the brim. O
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12

211

He said to them, “Now draw some out,
and take it to the chief steward.”
So they took it.

When the steward tasted the water that had become wine,

and did not know where it came from

(though the servants who had drawn the water knew),

the steward called the bridegroom and said to him,

“Everyone serves the good wine first,

and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk.
But you have kept the good wine until now.”

Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee,
and revealed his glory;

and his disciples believed in him.

After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother,
his brothers, and his disciples;

and they remained there a few days.

The gospel of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATIONS - CHRISTMAS SEASON

For the weekdays before Epiphany

These texts may be used in place of the texts proposed for each day.

John 1.14a, 12a
The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us.
He enabled those who accepted him to become the children of God.

Hebrews 1.1-2
In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets;
now God speaks to us through the Son.

A holy day has dawned upon us.
Come, you nations, and adore the Lord.
Today a great light has come upon the earth.

See Mk. 9.7
The heavens were opened and the Father’s voice was heard:
this is my beloved Son, hear him.

A great prophet has appeared among us;
God has visited his people.
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WEEKDAYS BETWEEN EPIPHANY
AND THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

212 MONDAY AFTER EPIPHANY or JANUARY 7

FIRST READING 1John 3.22-4.6

Test the spirits to see whether they are from God.

A reading from the first letter of John.

22 My dear people,

we receive from God whatever we ask,

because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.
23 And this is his commandment,

that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ

and love one another, just as he has commanded us.
24 All who obey his commandments abide in him,

and he abides in them.

And by this we know that he abides in us,

by the Spirit that he has given us.

1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit,
but test the spirits to see whether they are from God,;
for many false prophets have gone out into the world.
2 By this you know the Spirit of God:
every spirit that confesses
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God,
3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God.
And this is the spirit of the antichrist,
of which you have heard that it is coming;
and now it is already in the world.

4 Little children,
you are from God, and have conquered them;
for the one who is in you is greater
than the one who is in the world.
5 They are from the world,;
therefore what they say is from the world,
and the world listens to them. 0
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We are from God.

Whoever knows God listens to us,

and whoever is not from God does not listen to us.

From this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 2.7-8, 10-11 (R.8a)

7

10

11

R. 1 will give you all the nations for your heritage.

| will tell of the decree of the Lord:

“You are my son; today | have begotten you.

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,
and the ends of the earth your possession.” R.

Now therefore, O kings, be wise;
be warned, O rulers of the earth.
Serve the Lord with fear,

with trembling Kiss his feet. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Matthew 4.23

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom
and healed all who were sick.

GOSPEL Matthew 4.12-17, 23-25

12

13

14

15

16

The kingdom of heaven has come near.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested,

he withdrew to Galilee.

He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea,
in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,

so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah
might be fulfilled:

“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,

on the road by the sea, across the Jordan,

Galilee of the Gentiles—

the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death
light has dawned.”
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17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues
and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom
and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.
24 So his fame spread throughout all Syria,
and they brought to him all the sick,
those with various diseases and pains,
those possessed by demons,
those afflicted with epilepsy and paralysis,
and Jesus cured them.
25 And great crowds followed him from Galilee,
the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea,
and from beyond the Jordan.

The gospel of the Lord.

213 TUESDAY AFTER EPIPHANY or JANUARY 8

FIRST READING 1 John 4.7-10

Let us love one another for God is love.
A reading from the first letter of John.
7 Beloved,

let us love one another, because love is from God:;
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.

8 Whoever does not love does not know God,
for God is love.
9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way:

God sent his only Son into the world
so that we might live through him.
10 In this is love,
not that we loved God but that he loved us
and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 72.1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8 (R. see 11)
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

1 Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a king’s son.

2 May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice. R.

3 May the mountains yield prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the needy. R.

7 In his days may righteousness flourish
and peace abound, until the moon is no more.

8 May he have dominion from sea to sea,

and from the River to the ends of the earth. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 4.18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Lord sent me to bring good news to the poor
and freedom to prisoners.

GOSPEL Mark 6.34-44

In the feeding of the crowd, Jesus reveals himself as a prophet.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus and the disciples got into a boat
and went off to a deserted place.
But many people hurried there before them,

34 so that as Jesus went ashore, he saw a great crowd;
and he had compassion for them,
because they were like sheep without a shepherd;
and he began to teach them many things.

35 When it grew late,
his disciples came to him and said,
“This is a deserted place, and the hour is now very late;
36 send them away so that they may go
into the surrounding country and villages
and buy something for themselves to eat.”
37 But Jesus answered them,
“You give them something to eat.”
They said to him,
“Are we to go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread,
and give it to them to eat?”
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38 And he said to them,
“How many loaves have you? Go and see.”

When they had found out, they said,
“Five, and two fish.”
39 Then he ordered them to get all the people
to sit down in groups on the green grass.
40 So they sat down in groups of hundreds and of fifties.
41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish,
Jesus looked up to heaven,
and blessed and broke the loaves,
and gave them to his disciples to set before the people;
and he divided the two fish among them all.
42 And all ate and were filled;
43 and they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces
and of the fish.

44 Those who had eaten the loaves numbered five thousand men.

The gospel of the Lord.

214 WEDNESDAY AFTER EPIPHANY or JANUARY 9

FIRST READING 1 John 4.11-18

If we love one another, God lives in us.

A reading from the first letter of John.

11 Beloved,
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.
12 No one has ever seen God;
if we love one another, God lives in us,
and his love is perfected in us.
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us,
because he has given us of his Spirit.
14 And we have seen
and do testify that the Father has sent his Son
as the Saviour of the world.
15 God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God,
and they abide in God. O
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16 So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love,
and those who abide in love abide in God,
and God abides in them.

17 Love has been perfected among us in this:
that we may have boldness on the day of judgment,
because as he is,
so are we in this world.
18 There is no fear in love,
but perfect love casts out fear;
for fear has to do with punishment,
and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 72.1-2, 10-11, 12-13, (R.11)

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

1 Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a king’s son.

2 May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice. R.

10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute,
may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts.

1 May all kings fall down before him,
all nations give him service. R.
12 For he delivers the needy when they call,

the poor and those who have no helper.
13 He has pity on the weak and the needy,
and saves the lives of the needy. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION See 1 Timothy 3.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Glory to Christ who is proclaimed to the world:
glory from all who believe in him!
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GOSPEL Mark 6.45-52

45

46

a7

48

49

50

51

52

The disciples saw Jesus walking on the sea.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

After feeding the five thousand with the loaves and fish,
Jesus made his disciples get into the boat

and go on ahead to the other side, to Bethsaida,

while he dismissed the crowd.

After saying farewell to them,

he went up on the mountain to pray.

When evening came, the boat was out on the sea,

and Jesus was alone on the land.

When he saw that they were straining at the oars against an adverse wind,
he came towards them early in the morning walking on the sea.

He intended to pass them by.

But when they saw him walking on the sea,

they thought it was a ghost and cried out;

for they all saw him and were terrified.

But immediately he spoke to them and said,

“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

Then Jesus got into the boat with them and the wind ceased.
And they were utterly astounded,

for they did not understand about the loaves,

but their hearts were hardened.

The gospel of the Lord.

215 THURSDAY AFTER EPIPHANY or JANUARY 10

FIRST READING 1John 4.19-5.4

19

20

Those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

A reading from the first letter of John.

My dear children,

We love because he first loved us.

Those who say, “I love God,”

and hate their brothers or sisters are liars;

for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen,

cannot love God whom they have not seen. O

JANUARY 10 97



21 The commandment we have from him is this:
those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God,
and everyone who loves the parent loves the child.

2 By this we know that we love the children of God,
when we love God and obey his commandments.
3 For the love of God is this,

that we obey his commandments.
And his commandments are not burdensome,

4 for whatever is born of God conquers the world.
And this is the victory that conquers the world,
our faith.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 72.1-2, 14-15bc, 17 (R. see 11)

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

1 Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a king’s son.

2 May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice. R.

14 From oppression and violence he redeems their life;
and precious is their blood in his sight.

15 May prayer be made for him continually,
and blessings invoked for him all day long. R.

o May his name endure forever,

his fame continue as long as the sun.
May all nations be blessed in him;
may they pronounce him happy. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 4.18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Lord sent me to bring good news to the poor
and freedom to prisoners.
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GOSPEL Luke 4.14-22a

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee,

and a report about him spread through all the surrounding country.
He began to teach in their synagogues

and was praised by everyone.

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up,
he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom.
He stood up to read,

and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him.

He unrolled the scroll

and found the place where it was written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives

and recovery of sight to the blind,

to let the oppressed go free,

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”

And Jesus rolled up the scroll,

gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.

The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.
Then he began to say to them,

“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words
that came from his mouth.

The gospel of the Lord.
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216 FRIDAY AFTER EPIPHANY or JANUARY 11

FIRST READING 1 John 5.5-13

There are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood,
and these three agree.

A reading from the first letter of John.

5 My beloved people,
who is it that conquers the world
but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

6 This is the one who came by water and blood,
Jesus Christ,
not with the water only but with the water and the blood.
And the Spirit is the one that testifies,
for the Spirit is the truth.
7 There are three that testify:
8 the Spirit and the water and the blood,
and these three agree.

9 If we receive human testimony,
the testimony of God is greater;
for this is the testimony of God
that he has testified to his Son.
10 Those who believe in the Son of God
have the testimony in their hearts.
Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar
by not believing in the testimony
that God has given concerning his Son.
11 And this is the testimony:
God gave us eternal life,
and this life is in his Son.
12 Whoever has the Son has life;
whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

13 I write these things to you
who believe in the name of the Son of God,
so that you may know that you have eternal life.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM

12

13

14

15

19

20

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

12

13

14

15

16

R. Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.
or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem!

Praise your God, O Zion!

For he strengthens the bars of your gates;
he blesses your children within you. R.

He grants peace within your borders;

he fills you with the finest of wheat.

He sends out his command to the earth;
his word runs swiftly. R.

He declares his word to Jacob,

his statutes and ordinances to Israel.

He has not dealt thus with any other nation;
they do not know his ordinances. R.

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom
and healed all who were sick.

Psalm 147.12-13, 14-15, 19-20 (R.12a)

Matthew 4.23

Luke 5.12-16

The man covered with leprosy begged Jesus to heal him.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

When Jesus was in one of the cities,

there was a man covered with leprosy.

When he saw Jesus,

he bowed with his face to the ground and begged him,
“Lord, if you choose, you can make me clean.”

Then Jesus stretched out his hand, touched him, and said,

“l do choose. Be made clean.”

Immediately the leprosy left him.

And Jesus ordered him to tell no one.

“Go,” he said, “and show yourself to the priest,

and, as Moses commanded, make an offering for your cleansing,
for a testimony to them.”

But now more than ever the word about Jesus spread abroad;
many crowds would gather to hear him

and to be cured of their diseases.

But he would withdraw to deserted places and pray.

The gospel of the Lord.
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217 SATURDAY AFTER EPIPHANY or JANUARY 12

FIRST READING 1 John 5.14-21

If we ask anything according to his will, God hears us.

A reading from the first letter of John.

My dear people,
14 this is the boldness we have in God,

that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.
15 And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask,

we know that we have obtained the requests made of him.
16 If you see your brother or sister

committing what is not a mortal sin,

you will ask, and God will give life to such a one

—to those whose sin is not mortal.

There is sin that is mortal;

| do not say that you should pray about that.
17 All wrongdoing is sin,

but there is sin that is not mortal.
18 We know that those who are born of God do not sin,

but the one who was born of God protects them,

and the evil one does not touch them.
19 We know that we are God’s children,

and that the whole world lies under the power of the evil one.

20 And we know that the Son of God has come
and has given us understanding
so that we may know him who is true;
and we are in him who is true,
in his Son Jesus Christ.
He is the true God and eternal life.

21 Little children,
keep yourselves from idols.

The word of the Lord.

A short period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

R. The Lord takes delight in his people.

Sing to the Lord a new song,

his praise in the assembly of the faithful.

Let Israel be glad in its Maker;

let the children of Zion rejoice in their King. R.

Let them praise his name with dancing,

making melody to him with tambourine and lyre.
For the Lord takes pleasure in his people;

he adorns the humble with victory. R.

Let the faithful exult in glory;

let them sing for joy on their couches.

Let the high praises of God be in their throats.
This is glory for all his faithful ones. R.

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
A people in darkness have seen a great light;
a radiant dawn shines on those lost in death.

Psalm 149.1-2, 3-4, 5-6a+9b (R.4a)

Matthew 4.16

John 3.22-30

The friend of the bridegroom rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside,
and he spent some time there with them and baptized.
John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim

because water was abundant there;

and people kept coming and were being baptized.
John, of course, had not yet been thrown into prison.

Now a discussion about purification arose

between John’s disciples and a Jew.

They came to John and said to him,

“Rabbi, the one who was with you across the Jordan,
to whom you testified,

here he is baptizing, and all are going to him.”

John answered,

“No one can receive anything except what has been given from heaven.
You yourselves are my witnesses that | said,

‘l am not the Messiah,

but | have been sent ahead of him.’
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29

30

218

He who has the bride is the bridegroom.

The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him,
rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice.

For this reason my joy has been fulfilled.

He must increase, but | must decrease.”

The gospel of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATIONS - AFTER EPIPHANY

For the weekdays after Epiphany

These texts may be used in place of the texts proposed for each day.

Matthew 4.16
A people in darkness have seen a great light;
a radiant dawn shines on those lost in death.

See Matthew 4.23
Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom
and healed all who were sick.

Luke 4.18
The Lord sent me to bring good news to the poor
and freedom to prisoners.

Luke 7.16
A great prophet has appeared among us;
God has visited his people.

See 1 Timothy 3.16
Glory to Christ who is proclaimed to the world:
glory from all who believe in him!
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FIRST WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
305 MONDAY

When the Baptism of the Lord is celebrated on the Monday of the First Week of Ordinary Time, the
readings assigned to Monday may be joined to those of Tuesday so that the opening of each book will
be read.

FIRST READING Hebrews 1.1-6

In these last days God has spoken to us by his Son.
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors
in many and various ways by the prophets,
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son,

whom he appointed heir of all things,
through whom he also created the worlds.

3 He is the reflection of God’s glory

and the exact imprint of God’s very being,

and he sustains all things by his powerful word.

When he had made purification for sins,

he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
4 having become as much superior to angels

as the name he has inherited

is more excellent than theirs.

5 For to which of the angels did God ever say,
“You are my Son,;
today | have begotten you™?
Or again,
“I will be his Father,
and he will be my Son”?
6 And again,
when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God’s angels worship him.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 97.1-2, 6+7ac, 8bc-9 (R.7b)
R. Worship the Lord, all angels of God.

1 The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice;
let the many coastlands be glad!
2 Cloud and thick darkness are all around him;
righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. R.
6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness;
and all the peoples behold his glory.
7 All worshippers of images are put to shame.
All gods bow down before him. R.
8 The towns of Judah rejoice,
because of your judgments, O God.
9 For you, O Lord, are most high over all the earth;

you are exalted far above all gods. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mark 1.15

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The kingdom of God is near:
repent and believe the good news.

GOSPEL Mark 1.14-20

Repent and believe in the good news.
[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

14 Now after John was arrested,

Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news
15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled,

and the kingdom of God has come near;

repent, and believe in the good news.”

16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee,
he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea,
for they were fishermen.

17 And Jesus said to them,
“Follow me and I will make you fishers of people.”

18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him.

19 As he went a little farther,
he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John,
who were in their boat mending the nets.
20 Immediately he called them;
and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men,
and followed him.

The gospel of the Lord.
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306 TUESDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 2.5-12

The author of Salvation is made perfect through suffering.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

5 God did not subject the coming world,
about which we are speaking, to angels.
6 But someone has testified somewhere,

“What are human beings that you are mindful of them,
or mortals, that you care for them?

7 You have made them for a little while lower than the angels;
you have crowned them with glory and honouir,
8 subjecting all things under their feet.”

Now in subjecting all things to them,
God left nothing outside their control.
As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to them,
9 but we do see Jesus,
who for a little while was made lower than the angels,
now crowned with glory and honour because of the suffering of death,
so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.

10 It was fitting that God,

for whom and through whom all things exist,

in bringing many children to glory,

should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings.
1 For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified

all have one Father.

For this reason
12 Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, saying,

“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters,

in the midst of the congregation | will praise you.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 8.1-2, 3-4, 5-6ab, 6¢-8 (R.6)++

R. You gave your Son authority over all your creation.

1 O Lord, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

2 You have set your glory
above the heavens. R.

3 When | look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars that you have established;

4 What are human beings that you are mindful of them,
mortals that you care for them? R.

5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God,
and crowned them with glory and honour.

6 You have given them dominion

over the works of your hands. R.
You have put all things under their feet,
7 all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field,

8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 1 Thessalonians 2.13

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Receive this message not as human words,
but as truly the word of God.

GOSPEL Mark 1.21-28

His was a new teaching with authority.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

21 Jesus and the disciples went to Capernaum;

and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught.
22 The people were astounded at his teaching,

for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

23 Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit,
24 and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?
Have you come to destroy us?
I know who you are, the Holy One of God.”

25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying,
“Be silent, and come out of him!”
26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice,
came out of him. [
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27 They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another,
“What is this? A new teaching—with authority!
He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.”

28 At once Jesus’ fame began to spread
throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

The gospel of the Lord.

307 WEDNESDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 2.14-18

He was made like all the brothers and sisters
so that he might be compassionate.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

14 Since the children share flesh and blood,
Jesus himself likewise shared the same things,
so that through death
he might destroy the one who has the power of death,
that is, the devil,

15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery
by the fear of death.

16 For it is clear that he did not come to help angels,
but the descendants of Abraham.
17 Therefore he had to become
like his brothers and sisters in every respect,
so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest
in the service of God,
to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people.

18 Because he himself was tested by what he suffered,
he is able to help those who are being tested.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 105.1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 (R.8)

R. The Lord remembers his covenant forever.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times.)

O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name,
make known his deeds among the peoples.
Sing to him, sing praises to him;

tell of all his wonderful works. R.

Glory in his holy name;

let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
Seek the Lord and his strength;

seek his presence continually. R.

O offspring of his servant Abraham,
children of Jacob, his chosen ones.
He is the Lord our God,;

his judgments are in all the earth. R.

He is mindful of his covenant forever,

of the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations,
the covenant that he made with Abraham,

his sworn promise to Isaac. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 10.27

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord:

I know them, and they follow me.

GOSPEL Mark 1.29-39

29

30

31

32

33

Jesus cured many who were sick with various diseases.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

As soon as Jesus and the disciples left the synagogue,

they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John.
Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever,

and they told him about her at once.

Jesus came and took her by the hand and lifted her up.

Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.

That evening, at sundown,
they brought to Jesus all who were sick or possessed with demons.
And the whole city was gathered around the door. [
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34 And he cured many who were sick with various diseases,
and cast out many demons;
and he would not permit the demons to speak,
because they knew him.

35 In the morning, while it was still very dark,

Jesus got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed.
36 And Simon and his companions hunted for him.
37 When they found him, they said to him,

“Everyone is searching for you.”

38 Jesus answered, “Let us go on to the neighbouring towns,
so that I may proclaim the message there also;
for that is what | came out to do.”
39 And Jesus went throughout Galilee,
proclaiming the message in their synagogues
and casting out demons.

The gospel of the Lord.

308 THURSDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 3.7-14

Encourage one another every day.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

7 The Holy Spirit says,
“Today, if you hear his voice,

8 do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion,
as on the day of testing in the wilderness,
9 where your ancestors put me to the test,

though they had seen my works for forty years.
10 Therefore | was angry with that generation,
and | said, ‘They always go astray in their hearts,
and they have not known my ways.’
11 As in my anger | swore,
“They will not enter my rest.

12 Take care, brothers and sisters,
that none of you may have an evil, unbelieving heart
that turns away from the living God.
13 But exhort one another every day,
as long as it is called “today,”
so that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.
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14 For we have become partners of Christ,
if only we hold our first confidence firm to the end.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 95.6-7, 8-9, 10-11 (R.7b-83)

R. If today you hear God’s voice,
harden not your hearts.

6 O come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
7 For he is our God,

and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand. R.

O that today you would listen to his voice!

8 Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,

as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,
9 when your ancestors tested me,

and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work. R.
10 For forty years | loathed that generation

and said, “They are a people whose hearts go astray,
and they do not regard my ways.”

1 Therefore in my anger | swore,
“They shall not enter my rest.” R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Matthew 4.23

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom
and healed all who were sick.

GOSPEL Mark 1.40-45

The man with leprosy was made clean.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

40 A man with leprosy came to Jesus begging him,
and kneeling he said to him,
“If you choose, you can make me clean.”
41 Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him,
and said to him, “I do choose. Be made clean!”
42 Immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. 0
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43 After sternly warning him he sent him away at once,
44 saying to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone;
but go, show yourself to the priest,
and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded,
as a testimony to them.”

45 But the man went out and began to proclaim it freely,
and to spread the word,
so that Jesus could no longer go into a town openly,
but stayed out in the country;
and people came to him from every quarter.

The gospel of the Lord.

309 FRIDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 4.1-5, 11

Let us make every effort to enter that place of rest.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

Beloved:
1 While the promise of entering God’s rest is still open,
let us take care that none of you
should seem to have failed to reach it.
2 For indeed the good news came to us just as to them;
but the message they heard did not benefit them,
because they were not united by faith with those who listened.

3 For we who have believed enter that rest, just as God has said,
“As in my anger | swore,
‘They shall not enter my rest,
though his works were finished at the foundation of the world.

4 For in one place it speaks about the seventh day as follows,
“And God rested on the seventh day from all his works.”
5 And again in this place it says,

“They shall not enter my rest.”

11 Let us therefore make every effort to enter that rest,
so that no one may fall through such disobedience as theirs.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 78.3+4bc, 6¢-7, 8 (R.7b)
R. Do not forget the works of the Lord!

3 The things that we have heard and known,
that our ancestors have told us.
4 We will tell to the coming generation
the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might. R.
6 The next generation shall rise up and tell them to their children,
7 so that they should set their hope in God,

and not forget the works of God,
but keep his commandments. R.

8 So that they should not be like their ancestors,
a stubborn and rebellious generation,
a generation whose heart was not steadfast,
whose spirit was not faithful to God. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 7.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

A great prophet has appeared among us;
God has visited his people.

GOSPEL Mark 2.1-12

The Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days,
it was reported that he was at home.
2 So many gathered around that there was no longer room for them,

not even in front of the door;
and he was speaking the word to them.

3 Then some people came,
bringing to him a man who was paralyzed, carried by four of them.
4 And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd,

they removed the roof above him;
and after having dug through it,
they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay.

5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man who was paralyzed,
“Son, your sins are forgiven.”
6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there,
guestioning in their hearts,
7 “Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy!
Who can forgive sins but God alone?” U
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8 At once Jesus perceived in his spirit
that they were discussing these questions among themselves;
and he said to them,
“Why do you raise such questions in your hearts?

9 Which is easier,
to say to the one who was paralyzed, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’
or to say, ‘Stand up and take your mat and walk’?

10 But so that you may know
that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”
—he said to the man who was paralyzed—

1n “I say to you, stand up, take your mat and go to your home.”

12 And the man stood up, and immediately took the mat
and went out before all of them;
so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying,
“We have never seen anything like this!”

The gospel of the Lord.

310 SATURDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 4.12-16

Let us approach the throne of grace with boldness.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

12 The word of God is living and active,
sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing until it divides soul from spirit,
joints from marrow;
it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

13 And before him no creature is hidden,
but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one
to whom we must render an account.

14 Since, then, we have a great high priest
who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus, the Son of God,
let us hold fast to our confession.

15 For we do not have
a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are,
yet without sin.
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16 Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness,
so that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help in time of need.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 19.7, 8, 9, 14 (R. Jn 6.63c)

R. Your words, Lord, are spirit and life.

7 The law of the Lord is perfect,
reviving the soul;
the decrees of the Lord are sure,
making wise the simple. R.

8 The precepts of the Lord are right,
rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is clear,
enlightening the eyes. R.

9 The fear of the Lord is pure,
enduring forever;
the ordinances of the Lord are true
and righteous altogether. R.

14 Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable to you,
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 4.18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
The Lord sent me to bring good news to the poor
and freedom to prisoners.
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GOSPEL Mark 2.13-17

13

14

15

16

17

I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus went out beside the sea;

the whole crowd gathered around him, and he taught them.
As he was walking along,

he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth,

and he said to him, “Follow me.”

And he got up and followed him.

And as Jesus sat at dinner in Levi’s house,
many tax collectors and sinners

were also sitting with Jesus and his disciples,
for there were many who followed him.

When the scribes of the Pharisees saw

that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors,
they said to his disciples,

“Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

When Jesus heard this, he said to them,

“Those who are well have no need of a physician,
but those who are sick do;

I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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SECOND WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
311 MONDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 5.1-10

Although he was the Son of God,
he learned obedience through what he suffered.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.
1 Every high priest chosen from among mortals

Is put in charge of things pertaining to God on their behalf,
to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.

2 He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward,
since he himself is subject to weakness;
3 and because of this

he must offer sacrifice for his own sins
as well as for those of the people.

4 And one does not presume to take this honour,
but takes it only when called by God,
just as Aaron was.
5 So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest,
but was appointed by the one who said to him,
“You are my Son,
today | have begotten you”;
6 as he says also in another place,
“You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.”

7 In the days of his flesh,
Jesus offered up prayers and supplications,
with loud cries and tears,
to the one who was able to save him from death,
and he was heard because of his reverent submission.

8 Although he was a Son,
he learned obedience through what he suffered;
9 and having been made perfect,

he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him,
10 having been designated by God
a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 110.1, 2, 3, 4 (R.4b)

R. You are a priest forever
according to the order of Melchizedek.

1 The Lord says to my lord,

“Sit at my right hand

until I make your enemies your footstool.” R.
2 The Lord sends out from Zion

your mighty sceptre.
Rule in the midst of your foes. R.

3 Your people will offer themselves willingly
on the day you lead your forces on the holy mountains.
From the womb of the morning, like dew,
your youth will come to you. R.

4 The Lord has sworn
and will not change his mind,
“You are a priest forever
according to the order of Melchizedek.” R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Hebrews 4.12

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The word of God is alive and active;
it judges the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

GOSPEL Mark 2.18-22

The bridegroom is with them.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

18 John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting;
and people came and said to Jesus,
“Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast,
but your disciples do not fast?”

19 Jesus said to them,
“The wedding guests cannot fast
while the bridegroom is with them, can they?
As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.
20 The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them,
and then they will fast on that day.

21 “No one sews a piece of unshrunken cloth on an old cloak;
otherwise, the patch pulls away from it,
the new from the old,
and a worse tear is made.
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22

And no one puts new wine into old wineskins;
otherwise, the wine will burst the skins,

and the wine is lost,

and so are the skins;

but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins.”

The gospel of the Lord.

312 TUESDAY

FIRST READING

10

11

12

13

14
15

16

17

18

Hebrews 6.10-20

We have this hope, a safe and sure anchor of the soul.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

Brothers and sisters,

God is not unjust;

he will not overlook your work

and the love that you showed for his sake

in serving the saints, as you still do.

And we want each one of you to show the same diligence
so as to realize the full assurance of hope to the very end,
so that you may not become sluggish,

but imitators of those who through faith and patience
inherit the promises.

When God made a promise to Abraham,

because he had no one greater by whom to swear,
he swore by himself,

saying, “I will surely bless you and multiply you.”
And thus Abraham, having patiently endured,
obtained the promise.

Human beings, of course, swear by someone greater than themselves,
and an oath given as confirmation puts an end to all dispute.

In the same way,

when God desired to show even more clearly to the heirs of the promise
the unchangeable character of his purpose,

he guaranteed it by an oath,

so that through two unchangeable things,

in which it is impossible that God would prove false,

we who have taken refuge might be strongly encouraged

to seize the hope set before us.

TUESDAY
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19

20

We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul,
a hope that enters the inner shrine behind the curtain,
where Jesus, a forerunner on our behalf, has entered,
having become a high priest forever

according to the order of Melchizedek.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 111.1-2, 4-5, 9+10c (R.5)

10

R. God is ever mindful of his covenant.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times.)

I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,
in the company of the upright, in the congregation.
Great are the works of the Lord,

studied by all who delight in them. R.

He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds;
the Lord is gracious and merciful.

He provides food for those who fear him;

he is ever mindful of his covenant. R.

He sent redemption to his people;

he has commanded his covenant forever.
Holy and awesome is his name.

His praise endures forever. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Ephesians 1.17-18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our heart,
that we might see how great is the hope to which we were called.

GOSPEL Mark 2.23-28

23

24

The sabbath was made for people. and not people for the sabbath.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

One sabbath Jesus and his disciples were going through the grainfields;
and as they made their way

his disciples began to pluck heads of grain.

The Pharisees said to him,

“Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?”
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25 And Jesus said to them,
“Have you never read what David did
when he and his companions were hungry and in need of food?
26 He entered the house of God, when Abiathar was high priest,
and ate the bread of the Presence,
which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat,
and he gave some to his companions.”

27 Then Jesus said to them,
“The sabbath was made for people,
and not people for the sabbath;
28 so the Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath.”

The gospel of the Lord.

313 WEDNESDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 7.1-3, 15-17

You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

1 “King Melchizedek of Salem, priest of the Most High God,
met Abraham as he was returning from defeating the kings
and blessed him”;

2 and to him Abraham apportioned “one-tenth of everything.”
His name, in the first place, means “king of righteousness”;
next he is also king of Salem,
that is, “king of peace.”

3 Without father, without mother, without genealogy,
having neither beginning of days nor end of life,
but resembling the Son of God, he remains a priest forever.

15 It is even more obvious when another priest arises,
resembling Melchizedek,

16 one who has become a priest,
not through a legal requirement concerning physical descent,
but through the power of an indestructible life.

17 For it is attested of him,
“You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 110.1, 2, 3, 4 (R.4)

R. You are a priest forever
in the line of Melchizedek.

1 The Lord says to my lord,
“Sit at my right hand
until I make your enemies your footstool.” R.

2 The Lord sends out from Zion
your mighty sceptre.
Rule in the midst of your foes. R.

3 Your people will offer themselves willingly
on the day you lead your forces
on the holy mountains.
From the womb of the morning, like dew,
your youth will come to you. R.

4 The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind,
“You are a priest forever
according to the order of Melchizedek.” R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Matthew 4.23

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Jesus preached the Good News to the people
and healed the ones who were sick.

GOSPEL Mark 3.1-6

Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath?

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 Jesus entered the synagogue,
and a man was there who had a withered hand.
2 The Pharisees watched Jesus

to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath,
so that they might accuse him.

3 And Jesus said to the man who had the withered hand,
“Come forward.”
4 Then he said to the Pharasees,

“Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath,
to save life or to kill?”
But they were silent.

5 Jesus looked around at them with anger;
he was grieved at their hardness of heart
and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.”
He stretched it out, and his hand was restored.
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6 The Pharisees went out
and immediately conspired with the Herodians against Jesus,
how to destroy him.

The gospel of the Lord.

314 THURSDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 7.25 - 8.6

Jesus offered sacrifices once for all when he offered himself.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

25 Jesus, because he continues forever,
is able for all time
to save those who approach God through him,
since he always lives to make intercession for them.

26 For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest,
holy, blameless, undefiled,
separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens.
27 Unlike the other high priests,
he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day,
first for his own sins, and then for those of the people;
this he did once for all when he offered himself.
28 For the law appoints as high priests
those who are subject to weakness,
but the word of the oath, which came later than the law,
appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.

1 Now the main point in what we are saying is this:
we have such a high priest,
one who is seated at the right hand
of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,

2 a minister in the sanctuary and the true tent
that the Lord, and not any mortal, has set up.
3 For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices;

hence it is necessary for this priest
also to have something to offer.
4 Now if he were on earth,
he would not be a priest at all,
since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. [
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5 They offer worship in a sanctuary
that is a sketch and shadow of the heavenly one;
for Moses, when he was about to erect the tent,
was warned,
“See that you make everything according to the pattern
that was shown you on the mountain.”

6 But Jesus has now obtained a more excellent ministry,
and to that degree he is the mediator of a better covenant,
which has been enacted through better promises.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 40.6-7a, 7b-8, 9, 16 (R.7-8)

R. Heream I, Lord;
| come to do your will.

6 Sacrifice and offering you do not desire,

but you have given me an open ear.

Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required.
! Then | said, “Here | am.” R.

“In the scroll of the book
it is written of me,

8 I delight to do your will, O my God,;
your law is within my heart.” R.

9 I have told the glad news of deliverance
in the great congregation;
see, | have not restrained my lips,
as you know, O Lord. R.

16 But may all who seek you
rejoice and be glad in you;
may those who love your salvation
say continually, “Great is the Lord!” R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 2 Timothy 1.10b

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Our Saviour Jesus Christ destroyed death;

and brought life immortal through the gospel.
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GOSPEL Mark 3.7-12

10

11

12

The unclean spirits shouted: “You are the Son of God.”
Jesus ordered them not to make him known.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus departed with his disciples to the sea,

and a great multitude from Galilee followed him;
hearing all that he was doing,

they came to him in great numbers

from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, beyond the Jordan,
and the region around Tyre and Sidon.

Jesus told his disciples to have a boat ready for him

because of the crowd,

so that they would not crush him;

for he had cured many,

so that all who had diseases pressed upon him to touch him.

Whenever the unclean spirits saw Jesus,

they fell down before him and shouted,

“You are the Son of God!”

But he sternly ordered them not to make him known.

The gospel of the Lord.

315 FRIDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 8.6-13

Jesus is the mediator of a better covenant.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

Jesus has now obtained a more excellent ministry

than the priests who offer gifts according to the Law;

and to that degree he is the mediator of a better covenant,
which has been enacted through better promises.

For if that first covenant had been faultless,

there would have been no need to look for a second one.
God finds fault with them when he says:

“The days are surely coming, says the Lord,

when | will establish a new covenant

with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah;

not like the covenant that | made with their ancestors,

on the day when I took them by the hand U
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to lead them out of the land of Egypt;
for they did not continue in my covenant,
and so | had no concern for them, says the Lord.

10 “This is the covenant
that I will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the Lord:
I will put my laws in their minds,
and write them on their hearts,
and | will be their God,
and they shall be my people.

n “And they shall not teach one another
or say to each other,
‘Know the Lord,’
for they shall all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest.
12 For I will be merciful toward their iniquities,
and | will remember their sins no more.”

13 In speaking of “a new covenant,”
he has made the first one obsolete.
And what is obsolete and growing old will soon disappear.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 85.7+9, 10-11, 12-13 (R.11)
R. Kindness and truth shall meet.

7 Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,
and grant us your salvation.

9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land. R.

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;
righteousness and peace will kiss each other.

1 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,
and righteousness will look down from the sky. R.

12 The Lord will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.

13 Righteousness will go before him,

and will make a path for his steps. R.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 2 Corinthians 5.19

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself;
and the good news of reconciliation he has entrusted to us.

GOSPEL Mark 3.13-19

Jesus called the ones he wanted to be with him.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

13 Jesus went up the mountain

and called to him those whom he wanted, and they came to him.
14 And he appointed twelve, whom he also named apostles,

to be with him, and to be sent out to proclaim the message,
15 and to have authority to cast out demons.

16 So Jesus appointed the twelve:
Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter);
17 James son of Zebedee and John the brother of James
(to whom he gave the name Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder);
18 and Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew,
and Thomas, and James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus,
and Simon the Zealot,
19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

The gospel of the Lord.

316 SATURDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 9.2-3, 11-14

Christ entered once for all into the holy place with his own blood.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

2 The first covenant had an earthly sanctuary.
For a tent was constructed,
in which were the lampstand, the table, and the bread of the Presence;
this is called the Holy Place.
3 Behind the second curtain was a tent called the Holy of Holies. H
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1n But when Christ came
as a high priest of the good things that have come,
then through the greater and perfect tent
(not made with hands, that is, not of this creation),
12 he entered once for all into the Holy Place,
not with the blood of goats and calves,

but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption.

13 For if the blood of goats and bulls,
with the sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer,
sanctifies those who have been defiled
so that their flesh is purified,

14 how much more will the blood of Christ,
who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself without blemish to God,

purify our conscience from dead works to worship the living God!

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

R. God ascends with songs of joy,
the sound of trumpets greets the Lord.

1 Clap your hands, all you peoples;
shout to God with loud songs of joy.

2 For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome,
a great king over all the earth. R.

5 God has gone up with a shout,
the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.

6 Sing praises to God, sing praises;

sing praises to our King, sing praises. R.

7 For God is the king of all the earth;
sing praises with a psalm.

8 God is king over the nations;
God sits on his holy throne. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Open our hearts, O Lord,

to listen eagerly to the words of your Son.

Psalm 47.1-2, 5-6, 7-8 (R.5)

Acts 16.14b
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GOSPEL

20

21

People were saying of Jesus
[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.
Jesus and the disciples went home;

and the crowd came together again,
so that they could not even eat.

When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him,
for people were saying,
“He has gone out of his mind.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Some may prefer to read the gospel in no. 255 or 325.

Mark 3.20-21
: “He has lost his mind.”

SATURDAY 131



THIRD WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME

317 MONDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 9.15, 24-28

15

24

25

26

27

28

Christ, who appeared once to bear the sins of many,
will appear a second time to save those eagerly waiting for him.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

Christ offered himself without blemish to God.

For this reason he is the mediator of a new covenant,

so that those who are called

may receive the promised eternal inheritance,

because a death has occurred

that redeems them from the transgressions under the first covenant.

For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands,
a mere copy of the true one,

but he entered into heaven itself,

now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.

Nor was it to offer himself again and again,

as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year

with blood that is not his own;

for then he would have had to suffer again and again

since the foundation of the world.

But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age
to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself.

And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once,

and after that the judgment,

so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many,
will appear a second time, not to deal with sin,

but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 98.1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 56 (R.1a)

R. Sing to the Lord a new song,
for the Lord has done marvellous things.

1 O sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvellous things.
His right hand and his holy arm
have won him victory. R.

2 The Lord has made known his victory;
he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations.
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness

to the house of Israel. R.

All the ends of the earth have seen
the victory of our God.

4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises. R.
5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melody.
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn

make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 2 Timothy 1.10b

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Our Saviour Jesus Christ has done away with death
and brought us life through the gospel.

GOSPEL Mark 3.22-30

Satan’s end has come.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

22 Some scribes who came down from Jerusalem said of Jesus,
“He has Beelzebul,
and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.”

23 And Jesus called them to him, and spoke to them in parables,
“How can Satan cast out Satan?
24 If a kingdom is divided against itself,
that kingdom cannot stand.
25 And if a house is divided against itself,
that house will not be able to stand.
26 And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided,
he cannot stand, but his end has come. [
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27

28

29

30

But no one can enter a strong man’s house
and plunder his property

without first tying up the strong man;

then indeed the house can be plundered.

“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins
and whatever blasphemies they utter;

but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit

can never have forgiveness,

but is guilty of an eternal sin.”

For the scribes had said, “Jesus has an unclean spirit.”

The gospel of the Lord.

318 TUESDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 10.1-10

10

I have come to do your will, O God.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

Since the law has only a shadow of the good things to come
and not the true form of these realities,

it can never, by the same sacrifices

that are continually offered year after year,

make perfect those who approach.

Otherwise, would they not have ceased being offered,

since the worshippers, cleansed once for all,

would no longer have any consciousness of sin?

But in these sacrifices

there is a reminder of sin year after year.

For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,

but a body you have prepared for me;

in burnt offerings and sin offerings

you have taken no pleasure.

Then | said,

as it is written of me in the scroll of the book,

‘See, God, | have come to do your will, O God.’”
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8 When he said above,
“You have neither desired nor taken pleasure
in sacrifices and offerings
and burnt offerings and sin offerings”
(these are offered according to the law),
9 then he added,
“See, | have come to do your will.”
He abolishes the first in order to establish the second.

10 And it is by God’s will
that we have been sanctified
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 40.1+3ab, 6-7a, 9, 10 (R.7a+83)
R. Heream I, Lord; | come to do your will.

1 I waited patiently for the Lord;
he inclined to me and heard my cry.

3 He put a new song in my mouth,
a song of praise to our God. R.

6 Sacrifice and offering you do not desire,

but you have given me an open ear.
Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required.
7 Then | said, “Here | am.” R.

9 I have told the glad news of deliverance
in the great congregation;
see, | have not restrained my lips,
as you know, O Lord. R.

10 I have not hidden your saving help within my heart,
I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation;
I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness
from the great congregation. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION See Matthew 11.25

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of the ruler of heaven and earth;
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.
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GOSPEL Mark 3.31-35

31

32

33
34

35

Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

The mother of Jesus and his brothers came to the house where he was
and standing outside, they sent to him and called him.

A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him,

“Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.”
And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?”

And looking at those who sat around him, he said,

“Here are my mother and my brothers!

Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”

The gospel of the Lord.

319 WEDNESDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 10.11-18

11

12

13

14

15

16

Christ has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

In the former alliance,

every priest stands day after day at his service,

offering again and again the same sacrifices

that can never take away sins.

But when Christ

had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins,

“he sat down at the right hand of God,”

and since then has been waiting

“until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.”

For by a single offering

he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.
And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us,

for after saying,

“This is the covenant that | will make with them

after those days, says the Lord:

I will put my laws in their hearts,

and | will write them on their minds,”
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17 he also adds,
“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”

18 Where there is forgiveness of these,
there is no longer any offering for sin.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 110.1, 2, 3, 4 (R.4)

R. You are a priest for ever,
in the line of Melchizedek.

1 The Lord says to my lord,

“Sit at my right hand

until I make your enemies your footstool.” R.
2 The Lord sends out from Zion

your mighty sceptre.
Rule in the midst of your foes. R.

3 Your people will offer themselves willingly
on the day you lead your forces
on the holy mountains.
From the womb of the morning,
like dew, your youth will come to you. R.

4 The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind,
“You are a priest forever
according to the order of Melchizedek.” R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower;
all who come to him will live for ever.

GOSPEL Mark 4.1-20

A sower went out to sow.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 Jesus began to teach beside the sea.
Such a very large crowd gathered around him
that he got into a boat on the water and sat there,
while the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land.
2 He began to teach them many things in parables,
and in his teaching he said to them: 0
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10

11

12

13

14
15

16

17

18

19

“Listen! A sower went out to sow.

And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path,

and the birds came and ate it up.

Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil,
and it sprang up quickly, since it had no depth of soil.

And when the sun rose, it was scorched,;

and since it had no root, it withered away.

“Other seed fell among thorns,

and the thorns grew up and choked it,

and it yielded no grain.

Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain,
growing up and increasing

and yielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.”

And he said, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!”

When Jesus was alone,
those who were around him along with the twelve

asked him about the parables.

And he said to them,

“To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God,
but for those outside, everything comes in parables;

in order that ‘they may indeed look, but not perceive,
and may indeed listen, but not understand,

so that they may not turn again and be forgiven.

And Jesus said to them,
“Do you not understand this parable?
Then how will you understand all the parables?

“The sower sows the word.

These are the ones on the path where the word is sown:

when they hear, Satan immediately comes

and takes away the word that is sown in them.

And these are the ones sown on rocky ground:

when they hear the word, they immediately receive it with joy.
But they have no root, and endure only for a while;

then, when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word,
immediately they fall away.

“And others are those sown among the thorns:

these are the ones who hear the word,

but the cares of the world, and the lure of wealth,

and the desire for other things come in and choke the word,
and it yields nothing.
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20

And these are the ones sown on the good soil:
they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit,
thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.”

The gospel of the Lord.

320 THURSDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 10.19-25

19

20

21
22

23

24

25

With unwavering faith, let us hold fast in hope,
and affirm each other in love.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

My friends,

since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary

by the blood of Jesus,

by the new and living way that he opened for us

through the curtain (that is, through his flesh),

and since we have a great priest over the house of God,
let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith,
with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience
and our bodies washed with pure water.

Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering,
for he who has promised is faithful.

And let us consider

how to provoke one another to love and good deeds,

not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some,

but encouraging one another,

and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 24.1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 (R.6)

R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,
the world, and those who live in it;

for he has founded it on the seas,

and established it on the rivers. R.
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Who shall ascend the mountain of the Lord?
And who shall stand in his holy place?

Those who have clean hands and pure hearts,
who do not lift up their souls to what is false. R.

They will receive blessing from the Lord,

and vindication from the God of their salvation.
Such is the company of those who seek him,
who seek the face of the God of Jacob. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Psalm 119.105

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Your word is a lamp for my feet

and a light on my path.

GOSPEL Mark 4.21-25

21

22

23

24

25

A lamp is to be placed on a lampstand.
The measure you give will be the measure you get.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus told this parable to the disciples,

“Is a lamp brought in to be put under the bushel basket,
or under the bed, and not on the lampstand?

For there is nothing hidden, except to be disclosed;

nor is anything secret, except to come to light.

Let anyone with ears to hear listen!”

And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear;
the measure you give will be the measure you get,
and still more will be given you.

For to those who have, more will be given;

and from those who have nothing,

even what they have will be taken away.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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321 FRIDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 10.32-39

Do not abandon confidence, it brings a great reward.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

Beloved,
32 recall those earlier days
when, after you had been enlightened,
you endured a hard struggle with sufferings,
33 sometimes being publicly exposed to abuse and persecution,
and sometimes being partners with those so treated.
34 For you had compassion for those who were in prison,
and you cheerfully accepted the plundering of your possessions,
knowing that you yourselves possessed something better
and more lasting.

35 Do not, therefore, abandon that confidence of yours;
it brings a great reward.

36 For you need endurance,
so that when you have done the will of God,
you may receive what was promised.

37 For yet “in a very little while,
the one who is coming will come and will not delay;
38 but my righteous one will live by faith.
My soul takes no pleasure in anyone who shrinks back.”

39 But we are not among those who shrink back and so are lost,
but among those who have faith and so are saved.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 37.3-4, 5-6, 23-24, 39-40 (R.39a)

R. The salvation of the just comes from the Lord.

3 Trust in the Lord, and do good;
so you will live in the land, and enjoy security.
4 Take delight in the Lord,
and he will give you the desires of your heart. R.
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23

24

39

40

Commit your way to the Lord;

trust in him, and he will act.

He will make your vindication shine like the light,
and the justice of your cause like the noonday. R.

Our steps are made firm by the Lord,

when he delights in our way;

though we stumble, we shall not fall headlong,
for the Lord holds us by the hand. R.

The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord;
he is their refuge in the time of trouble.

The Lord helps them and rescues them;

he rescues them from the wicked, and saves them,
because they take refuge in him. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;

you have revealed to little one the mysteries of the kingdom.

GOSPEL

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

See Matthew 11.25

Mark 4.26-34

~ Someone scatters seed on the ground
and it grows even while the sower is asleep.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus told the people a parable,

“The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,

and would sleep and rise night and day,

and the seed would sprout and grow,

without the sower knowing how.

The earth produces of itself, first the stalk,
then the head, then the full grain in the head.
But when the grain is ripe,

at once he goes in with his sickle,

because the harvest has come.”

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God,
or what parable will we use for it?

It is like a mustard seed,

which, when sown upon the ground,

is the smallest of all the seeds on earth;

yet when it is sown it grows up

and becomes the greatest of all shrubs,

and puts forth large branches,

so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”
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33 With many such parables Jesus spoke the word to them,
as they were able to hear it;

34 he did not speak to them except in parables,
but he explained everything in private to his disciples.

The gospel of the Lord.

322 SATURDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 11.1-2, 8-19

They looked forward to the city God would build for them.
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

11 Faith is the assurance of things hoped for,
the conviction of things not seen.
2 Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval.

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called
to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance;
and he set out, not knowing where he was going.

9 By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised,
as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob,
who were heirs with him of the same promise.

10 For he looked forward to the city that has foundations,
whose architect and builder is God.

11 By faith Sarah herself, though barren,
received power to conceive, even when she was too old,
because she considered God faithful who had promised.

12 Therefore from one person,
and this one as good as dead,
descendants were born,
“as many as the stars of heaven
and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”

13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises,
but from a distance they saw and greeted them.
They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth,
14 for people who speak in this way
make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. [l
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15 If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind,
they would have had opportunity to return.

16 But as it is, they desire a better country,
that is, a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God;
indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

17 By faith Abraham, when put to the test,

offered up Isaac.

He who had received the promises

was ready to offer up his only son,
18 of whom he had been told,

“Itis through Isaac that descendants shall be named for you.’
19 Abraham considered the fact

that God is able even to raise someone from the dead—

and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL CANTICLE Luke 1.69-70, 71-72, 73-75 (R.68)

R. Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,
who has come to his people.

69 The Lord has raised up a mighty saviour for us
in the house of his servant David,

70 as he spoke through the mouth
of his holy prophets from of old. R.

71 That we would be saved from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us.

72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,
and has remembered his holy covenant. R.

73 The oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,
74 to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies,
might serve him without fear,
75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. R.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 3.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

God loved the world so much, he gave his only Son,
that all who believe in him might have eternal life.
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GOSPEL Mark 4.35-41

Who is this, that the wind and the sea obey him?
[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

All day long, Jesus had spoken to the crowd in parables.
35 When evening had come,
Jesus said to the disciples,
“Let us go across to the other side.”
36 And leaving the crowd behind,
they took him with them in the boat, just as he was.
Other boats were with him.

37 A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat,
so that the boat was already being swamped.
38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion;
and they woke him up and said to him,
“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?”
39 Jesus woke up and rebuked the wind,
and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!”
Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm.

40 He said to them, “Why are you afraid?
Have you still no faith?”

a1 And they were filled with great awe and said to one another,
“Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”

The gospel of the Lord.
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FOURTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
323 MONDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 11.32-40

Through faith our ancestors conquered kingdoms.
God has provided something better for us.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

Concerning the great power of faith,

32 what more should | say?
For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah,
of David and Samuel and the prophets—

33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice,
obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions,

34 guenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword,
won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war,
put foreign armies to flight.

35 Women received their dead by resurrection.
Others were tortured, refusing to accept release,
in order to obtain a better resurrection.

36 Others suffered mocking and flogging,
and even chains and imprisonment.

37 They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two,
they were killed by the sword;
they went about in skins of sheep and goats,
destitute, persecuted, tormented—

38 of whom the world was not worthy.

They wandered in deserts and mountains,
and in caves and holes in the ground.

39 Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith,
did not receive what was promised,

40 since God had provided something better
so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

146 FOURTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR |



RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 31.19, 20, 21, 22, 23 (R.24)

R. Let your hearts take comfort,
all who hope in the Lord.

19 How abundant is your goodness
that you have laid up for those who fear you,
and accomplished for those who take refuge in you,
in the sight of everyone! R.

20 In the shelter of your presence you hide them
from human plots;
you hold them safe under your shelter
from contentious tongues. R.

21 Blessed be the Lord,
for he has wondrously shown
his steadfast love to me
when | was beset as a city under siege. R.

22 I had said in my alarm,
“I am driven far from your sight.”
But you heard my supplications
when I cried out to you for help. R.

23 Love the Lord, all you his saints.
The Lord preserves the faithful,
but abundantly repays the one who acts haughtily. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 7.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

A great prophet has appeared among us;
God has visited his people.

GOSPEL Mark 5.1-20

Come out of him, you unclean spirit.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 Jesus and the disciples came to the other side of the sea,
to the country of the Gerasenes.
2 And when he had stepped out of the boat,
immediately a man out of the tombs with an unclean spirit met him.

3 He lived among the tombs;
and no one could restrain him any more, even with a chain;
4 for he had often been restrained with shackles and chains,

but the chains he wrenched apart,
and the shackles he broke in pieces;
and no one had the strength to subdue him. [
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11
12

13

14

15

16

17
18

19

20

Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains
he was always howling and bruising himself with stones.

When he saw Jesus from a distance,

he ran and bowed down before him;

and he shouted at the top of his voice,

“What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?
| adjure you by God, do not torment me.”

For he had said to him,

“Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!”

Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”

He replied, “My name is Legion; for we are many.”

He begged him earnestly not to send them out of the country.

Now there on the hillside a great herd of swine was feeding;
and the unclean spirits begged him,

“Send us into the swine; let us enter them.”

So he gave them permission.

And the unclean spirits came out and entered the swine;
and the herd, numbering about two thousand,

rushed down the steep bank into the sea,

and were drowned in the water.

The swineherds ran off and told it in the city and in the country.
Then people came to see what it was that had happened.

They came to Jesus

and saw the demoniac sitting there,

clothed and in his right mind,

the very man who had had the legion;

and they were afraid.

Those who had seen what had happened to the demoniac

and to the swine reported it.

Then they began to beg Jesus to leave their neighbourhood.
As he was getting into the boat,

the man who had been possessed by demons

begged him that he might be with him.

But Jesus refused, and said to him,

“Go home to your friends,

and tell them how much the Lord has done for you,

and what mercy he has shown you.”

And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis
how much Jesus had done for him;

and everyone was amazed.

The gospel of the Lord.
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324 TUESDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 12.1-4

Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

Beloved:
12 Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,

let us also lay aside every weight

and the sin that clings so closely,

and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us,
2 looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith,

who for the sake of the joy that was set before him

endured the cross,

disregarding its shame,

and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

3 Consider Jesus who endured such hostility against himself from sinners,
so that you may not grow weary or lose heart.
4 In your struggle against sin

you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.
The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 22.25b-26, 27+29, 30-31 (R.26b)

R. They will praise you, Lord, who long for you.

25 My vows | will pay before those who fear the Lord.
26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied;

those who seek him shall praise the Lord.

May your hearts live forever! R.

27 All the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn to the Lord;
and all the families of the nations shall worship before him.
29 To the Lord, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,
and | shall live for the Lord. R.

30 Posterity will serve him;
future generations will be told about the Lord,

sl and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying that the Lord has done it. R.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Matthew 8.17

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Christ bore our sickness,
and endured our suffering.

GOSPEL Mark 5.21-43

Young woman, | say to you, get up.

[ ] Areading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

21 When Jesus had crossed in the boat to the other side,
a great crowd gathered around him; and he was by the sea.
22 Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came
and, when he saw him, fell at his feet
23 and begged him repeatedly,
“My little daughter is at the point of death.
Come and lay your hands on her,
so that she may be made well, and live.”
24 So Jesus went with him.
And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him.

25 Now there was a woman

who had been suffering from haemorrhages for twelve years.
26 She had endured much under many physicians,

and had spent all that she had;

and she was no better, but rather grew worse.
27 She had heard about Jesus,

and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak,
28 for she said,

“If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.”

29 Immediately her haemorrhage stopped;
and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease.
30 Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him,

Jesus turned about in the crowd and said,
“Who touched my clothes?”
31 And his disciples said to him,
“You see the crowd pressing in on you;
how can you say, ‘Who touched me?’””
32 He looked all around to see who had done it.
33 But the woman,
knowing what had happened to her,
came in fear and trembling,
fell down before him, and told him the whole truth.
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He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well;
go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”

While Jesus was still speaking,

some people came from the leader’s house to say,

“Your daughter is dead.

Why trouble the teacher any further?”

But overhearing what they said,

Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue,

“Do not fear, only believe.”

He allowed no one to follow him

except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James.

When they came to the house of the leader of the synagogue,
Jesus saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly.
When he had entered, he said to them,

“Why do you make a commotion and weep?

The child is not dead but sleeping.”

And they laughed at him.

Then he put them all outside,

and took the child’s father and mother and those who were with him,
and went in where the child was.

He took her by the hand and said to her,

“Talitha cum,”

which means, “Little girl, get up!”

And immediately the girl got up and began to walk about
(she was twelve years of age).

At this they were overcome with amazement.

Jesus strictly ordered them that no one should know this,
and told them to give her something to eat.

The gospel of the Lord.
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325 WEDNESDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 12.4-7, 11-15

The Lord disciplines the ones he loves.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

Beloved,
4 in your struggle against sin

you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.
5 And you have forgotten the exhortation

that addresses you as children—
“My child, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
or lose heart when you are punished by him;

6 for the Lord disciplines those whom he loves,
and chastises every child whom he accepts.”
7 Endure trials for the sake of discipline.

God is treating you as children;

for what child is there whom a parent does not discipline?
1 Now, discipline always seems painful

rather than pleasant at the time,

but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness

to those who have been trained by it.

12 Therefore lift your drooping hands
and strengthen your weak knees,

13 and make straight paths for your feet,
so that what is lame may not be put out of joint,
but rather be healed.

14 Pursue peace with everyone,
and the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.
15 See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God;
that no root of bitterness springs up and causes trouble,
and through it many become defiled.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 103.1-2, 13-14, 17-18a (R. see 17)

R. The Lord’s kindness is everlasting
to those who fear him.

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and do not forget all his benefits. R.
13 As a father has compassion for his children,
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him.
14 For he knows how we were made;
he remembers that we are dust. R.
o But the steadfast love of the Lord

is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him,
and his righteousness to children’s children,
18 to those who keep his covenant. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 10.27

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord;
I know them, and they follow me.

GOSPEL Mark 6.1-6

Prophets are not without honour, except in their hometown.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 Jesus came to his hometown,
and his disciples followed him.

2 On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue,
and many who heard him were astounded.
They said, “Where did this man get all this?
What is this wisdom that has been given to him?
What deeds of power are being done by his hands!

3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary
and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon,
and are not his sisters here with us?”
And they took offense at him.

“ Then Jesus said to them,
“Prophets are not without honour, except in their hometown,
and among their own kin, and in their own house.” ]
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And he could do no deed of power there,

except that he laid his hands on a few sick people
and cured them.

And he was amazed at their unbelief.

Then Jesus went about among the villages teaching.

The gospel of the Lord.

326 THURSDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 12.18-19, 21-24

18

19

21

22

23

24

You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God.
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

Beloved,

unlike those at Mount Sinai,

you have not come to something that can be touched,
a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom, and a tempest,
and the sound of a trumpet,

and a voice whose words made the hearers beg

that not another word be spoken to them.

Indeed, so terrifying was the sight

that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”

But you have come to Mount Zion

and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,

and to innumerable angels in festal gathering,

and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enroled in heaven,
and to God the judge of all,

and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,

and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant,

and to the sprinkled blood

that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 48.1-2a, 2b-3, 8, 9-10 (R.9)

10

R. God, in your temple, we ponder your love.

Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised
in the city of our God.

His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation,
is the joy of all the earth. R.

Mount Zion, in the far north,

the city of the great King.

Within its citadels

God has shown himself a sure defense. R.

As we have heard, so have we seen
in the city of the Lord of hosts,

in the city of our God,

which God establishes forever. R.

We ponder your steadfast love, O God,
in the midst of your temple.

Your name, O God, like your praise,
reaches to the ends of the earth.

Your right hand is filled with victory. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mark 1.15

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The kingdom of God is near:
repent and believe the good news!

GOSPEL Mark 6.7-13

10

11

Jesus began to send the twelve out two by two.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus called the twelve

and began to send them out two by two,

and gave them authority over the unclean spirits.

He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff;
no bread, no bag, no money in their belts;

but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics.

He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house,

stay there until you leave the place.

If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you,

as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet

as a testimony against them.” 0

THURSDAY 155



12
13

So the twelve went out and proclaimed that all should repent.
They cast out many demons,
and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.

The gospel of the Lord.

327 FRIDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 13.1-8

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

Beloved,

let mutual love continue.

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,
for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.
Remember those who are in prison,

as though you were in prison with them;

those who are being tortured,

as though you yourselves were being tortured.
Let marriage be held in honour by all,

and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled,;
for God will judge fornicators and adulterers.

Keep your lives free from the love of money,

and be content with what you have;

for God has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.”
So we can say with confidence,

“The Lord is my helper;

I will not be afraid.

What can anyone do to me?”

Remember your leaders,

those who spoke the word of God to you;
consider the outcome of their way of life,
and imitate their faith.

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 27.1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc (R.1a)
R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall | fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall | be afraid? R.

3 Though an army encamp against me,
my heart shall not fear;
though war rise up against me,
yet | will be confident. R.

5 For he will hide me in his shelter
in the day of trouble;
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;
he will set me high on a rock. R.
Your face, Lord, do | seek.
9 Do not hide your face from me.
Do not turn your servant away in anger,
you who have been my help. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION see Luke 8.15

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed are they who have kept the word with a generous heart
and yield a harvest through perseverance.

GOSPEL Mark 6.14-29

John, whom | beheaded, has been raised.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

14 King Herod heard of the miracles of Jesus,
for Jesus’ name had become known.
Some were saying, “John the Baptist has been raised from the dead;
and for this reason these powers are at work in him.”
15 But others said, “It is Elijah.”
And others said, “It is a prophet,
like one of the prophets of old.”
16 But when Herod heard of it, he said,
“John, whom | beheaded, has been raised.”

17 For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John,
bound him, and put him in prison
on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife,
because Herod had married her. N
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For John had been telling Herod,

“It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”

And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him.
But she could not,

for Herod feared John,

knowing that he was a righteous and holy man,

and he protected him.

When Herod heard John, he was greatly perplexed,;

and yet he liked to listen to him.

But an opportunity came

when Herod on his birthday

gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers

and for the leaders of Galilee.

When the daughter of Herodias herself came in,

she pleased Herod and his guests;

and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish,
and I will give it.”

And he solemnly swore to her,

“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.

She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?”
She replied, “The head of John the Baptist.”

Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested,

“l want you to give me at once

the head of John the Baptist on a platter.”

The king was deeply grieved,;

yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests,

he did not want to refuse her.

Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard

with orders to bring John’s head.

He went and beheaded him in the prison,

brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl.

Then the girl gave it to her mother.

When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body,
and laid it in a tomb.

The gospel of the Lord.
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328 SATURDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 13.15-17, 20-21

May the God of peace, who brought back from the dead the great shepherd,
make you complete in everything good.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

15 Through Jesus Christ,
let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God,
that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name.

16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

17 Obey your leaders and submit to them,
for they are keeping watch over your souls
and will give an account.
Let them do this with joy and not with sighing—
for that would be harmful to you.

20 Now may the God of peace,
who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus,
the great shepherd of the sheep,
by the blood of the eternal covenant,
21 make you complete in everything good
so that you may do his will,
working among us that which is pleasing in his sight,
through Jesus Christ,
to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 23.1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (R.1)

R. The Lord is my shepherd,;
there is nothing | shall want.

1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
3 he restores my soul. R.
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, | fear no evil;

for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—they comfort me. R.
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You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows. R.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,

and | shall dwell in the house of the Lord
my whole life long. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 10.27

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord,;

I know them, and they follow me.

GOSPEL Mark 6.30-34

30

31

32

33

34

Jesus had compassion on the crowd
for they were like sheep without a shepherd.

[ | A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

After returning from their first mission,

the apostles gathered around Jesus,

and told him all that they had done and taught.

He said to them,

“Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.”
For many were coming and going,

and they had no leisure even to eat.

And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves.

Now many saw them going and recognized them,
and they hurried there on foot from all the towns
and arrived ahead of them.

As Jesus went ashore, he saw a great crowd;

and he had compassion for them,

because they were like sheep without a shepherd;
and he began to teach them many things.

The gospel of the Lord.
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FIFTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME

329 MONDAY

FIRST READING

10

Genesis 1.1-19

God said it, and it was so, and it was good.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

In the beginning

when God created the heavens and the earth,

the earth was a formless void

and darkness covered the face of the deep,

while the spirit of God swept over the face of the waters.
Then God said,

“Let there be light™;

and there was light.

And God saw that the light was good;

and God separated the light from the darkness.

God called the light “Day,”

and the darkness he called “Night.”

And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

And God said,

“Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters,

and let it separate the waters from the waters.”

So God made the dome

and separated the waters that were under the dome

from the waters that were above the dome.

And it was so.

God called the dome “Sky.”

And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

And God said,

“Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place,
and let the dry land appear.”

And it was so.

God called the dry land “Earth,”

and the waters that were gathered together he called “Seas.”

And God saw that it was good.

MONDAY
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1 Then God said,
“Let the earth put forth vegetation:
plants yielding seed,
and fruit trees of every kind on earth
that bear fruit with the seed in it.”
And it was so.
12 The earth brought forth vegetation:
plants yielding seed of every kind,
and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it.
And God saw that it was good.
13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

14 And God said,
“Let there be lights in the dome of the sky
to separate the day from the night;
and let them be for signs and for seasons
and for days and years,

15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky
to give light upon the earth.”
And it was so.

16 God made the two great lights—
the greater light to rule the day
and the lesser light to rule the night—
and the stars.
17 God set them in the dome of the sky
to give light upon the earth,
18 to rule over the day and over the night,
and to separate the light from the darkness.
And God saw that it was good.
19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 104.1-2a, 5-6, 10+12, 24+35c (R.31b)
R. May the Lord be glad in his works.

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul.

O Lord my God, you are very great.

You are clothed with honour and majesty,
2 wrapped in light as with a garment. R.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

53

54
55

56

You set the earth on its foundations,

so that it shall never be shaken.

You cover it with the deep as with a garment;
the waters stood above the mountains. R.

You make springs gush forth in the valleys;

they flow between the hills.

By the streams the birds of the air have their habitation;
they sing among the branches. R.

O Lord, how manifold are your works!
In wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.
Bless the Lord, O my soul. R.

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom
and healed all who were sick.

Matthew 4.23

Mark 6.53-56

All who touched Jesus’ cloak were healed.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus and the disciples crossed over the lake

and came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat.

When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him,
and rushed about that whole region

and began to bring the sick on mats

to wherever they heard Jesus was.

And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms,

they laid the sick in the marketplaces,

and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak;
and all who touched it were healed.

The gospel of the Lord.
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330 TUESDAY

FIRST READING Genesis 1.20-2.4a

Let us make human beings in our image, according to our likeness.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

1 In the beginning
when God created the heavens and the earth,
20 God said,

“Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures,
and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.”
21 So God created the great sea monsters
and every living creature that moves, of every kind,
with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind.
And God saw that it was good.
22 God blessed them, saying,
“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas,
and let birds multiply on the earth.”
23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

24 And God said,
“Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind:
cattle and creeping things
and wild animals of the earth of every kind.”
And it was so.
25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind,
and the cattle of every kind,
and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind.
And God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said,
“Let us make human beings in our image, according to our likeness;
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the birds of the air,
and over the cattle,
and over all the wild animals of the earth,
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”
27 So God created human beings in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them, and God said to them,
“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it;
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31

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

and have dominion over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the air
and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.”

God said,

“See, | have given you every plant yielding seed

that is upon the face of all the earth,

and every tree with seed in its fruit;

you shall have them for food.

And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air,
and to everything that creeps on the earth,

everything that has the breath of life,

| have given every green plant for food.”

And it was so.

God saw everything that he had made,
and indeed, it was very good.
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished,

and all their multitude.

And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done,
and he rested on the seventh day

from all the work that he had done.

So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it,

because on it God rested

from all the work that he had done in creation.

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth

when they were created.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

R. O Lord our God, how wonderful your name in all the earth!

When | look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars that you have established;
what are human beings that you are mindful of them,
mortals that you care for them? R.

Yet you have made them a little lower than God,

and crowned them with glory and honour.

You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet. R.

Psalm 8.3-4, 5-6, 7-8, (R.1a)
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All sheep and oxen,

and also the beasts of the field,

the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Psalm 119.36a, 29b

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Turn my heart to do your will;
teach me your law, O God.

GOSPEL Mark 7.1-13

10

11

You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

When the Pharisees and some of the scribes

who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus,
they noticed that some of his disciples

were eating with defiled hands,

that is, without washing them.

(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews,

do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands,
thus observing the tradition of the elders;

and when they come from the marketplace,

they do not eat unless they purify themselves

and there are also many other traditions that they observe,
the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.)

So the Pharisees and the scribes asked Jesus,

“Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders,
but eat with defiled hands?”

Jesus said to them,

“lsaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,
“This people honours me with their lips,

but their hearts are far from me;

in vain do they worship me,

teaching human precepts as doctrines.’

You abandon the commandment of God

and hold to human tradition.”

Then Jesus said to them,

“You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God
in order to keep your tradition!

For Moses said, ‘Honour your father and your mother’; and,
‘Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.’

166 FIFTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR |



But you say that if anyone tells father or mother,

‘Whatever support you might have had from me is Corban’

(that is, an offering to God)—
12 then you no longer permit doing anything for a father or mother,
13 thus making void the word of God through your tradition

that you have handed on.

And you do many things like this.”

The gospel of the Lord.

331 WEDNESDAY

FIRST READING Genesis 2.4b-9, 15-17

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden.
A reading from the book of Genesis.

4 In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens,
5 when no plant of the field was yet in the earth
and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—
for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth,
and there was no one to till the ground,;

6 but a stream would rise from the earth,
and water the whole face of the ground—
7 then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the earth,

and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life;
and the man became a living being.

8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east;
and there he put the man whom he had formed.

9 Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree
that is pleasant to the sight and good for food,
the tree of life also in the midst of the garden,
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

15 The Lord God took the man

and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.
16 And the Lord God commanded the man,

“You may freely eat of every tree of the garden;
17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil

you shall not eat,

for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 104.1-2a, 27-28, 29bc-30 (R.1a)

27

28

29

30

R. O bless the Lord, my soul!

Bless the Lord, O my soul.

O Lord my God, you are very great.

You are clothed with honour and majesty,
wrapped in light as with a garment. R.

All living creatures look to you

to give them their food in due season;

when you give to them, they gather it up;

when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. R.

When you take away their breath, they die

and return to their dust.

When you send forth your spirit, they are created,;
and you renew the face of the earth. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 17.17

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Your word, O Lord, is truth;
make us holy in the truth.

GOSPEL Mark 7.14-23

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

It is what comes out of a person’s mouth that defiles.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus called the crowd and said to them,

“Listen to me, all of you, and understand:

there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile,
but the things that come out are what defile.”

“Let anyone with ears to hear, listen.”

When Jesus had left the crowd and entered the house,

his disciples asked him about the parable.

He said to them, “Then do you also fail to understand?

Do you not see

that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile,
since it enters, not the heart but the stomach,

and goes out into the sewer?”

(Thus Jesus declared all foods clean.)

And he said,
“It is what comes out of a person that defiles.
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21

22

23

For it is from within,

from the human heart, that evil intentions come:
fornication, theft, murder,

adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit,
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly.

All these evil things come from within,

and they defile a person.”

The gospel of the Lord.

332 THURSDAY

FIRST READING Genesis 2.18-25

18

19

20

21

22

23

The Lord God brought the woman to the man, and they become one flesh.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

The Lord God had created the man and put him in the garden.
Then the Lord God said,

“It is not good that the man should be alone;

I will make him a helper as his partner.”

So out of the earth

the Lord God formed every animal of the field

and every bird of the air,

and brought them to the man to see what he would call them;
and whatever the man called every living creature,

that was its name.

The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air,
and to every animal of the field;

but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner.

So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man,
and he slept;

then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.
And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man

he made into a woman

and brought her to the man.

Then the man said,

“This at last is bone of my bones

and flesh of my flesh;

this one shall be called Woman,

for out of Man this one was taken.” U
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24 Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother
and clings to his wife,
and they become one flesh.
25 And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 128.1-2, 3, 4-5 (R. see 1a)
R. Happy are those who fear the Lord.

1 Happy is the one who fears the Lord,
who walks in his ways.

2 You shall eat the fruit of the labour of your hands;
you shall be happy, and it shall go well with you. R.

3 Your wife will be like a fruitful vine

within your house;

your children will be like olive shoots

around your table. R.
4 Thus shall the man be blessed who fears the Lord.
5 The Lord bless you from Zion.

May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem

all the days of your life. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION James 1.21

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Receive and submit to the word planted in you;
it can save your souls.

GOSPEL Mark 7.24-30

Even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

24 Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon.

He entered a house and did not want anyone to know he was there.

Yet he could not escape notice,
25 but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit

immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet.
26 Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin.

She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter.

27 Jesus said to her, “Let the children be fed first,
for it is not fair to take the children’s food
and throw it to the dogs.”

28
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But she answered him,

“Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.”
29 Then he said to her,

“For saying that, you may go—

the demon has left your daughter.”
30 So she went home, found the child lying on the bed,

and the demon gone.

The gospel of the Lord.

333 FRIDAY

FIRST READING Genesis 3.1-8

You will be like God knowing good and evil.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

1 The serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal
that the Lord God had made.
He said to the woman,
“Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?”

2 The woman said to the serpent,
“We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden;
3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree

that is in the middle of the garden,
nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.

4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die;

5 for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food,

and that it was a delight to the eyes,

and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise,

she took of its fruit and ate;

and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her,
and he ate.

7 Then the eyes of both were opened,
and they knew that they were naked;
and they sewed fig leaves together
and made loincloths for themselves.
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They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden
at the time of the evening breeze,

and the man and his wife hid themselves

from the presence of the Lord God

among the trees of the garden.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 32.1-2, 5, 6, 7 (R.1a)
R. Happy are those whose sins are forgiven.

1 Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.

2 Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit. R.

5 Then | acknowledged my sin to you,

and | did not hide my iniquity;
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”
and you forgave the guilt of my sin. R.

6 Therefore let all who are faithful
offer prayer to you;
at a time of distress,
the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them. R.

7 You are a hiding place for me;
you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me
with glad cries of deliverance. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Acts 16.14b

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Open our hearts, O Lord,
to listen to the words of your Son.

GOSPEL
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31

32

33

34

35

36

37

Mark 7.31-37

Jesus made those who are deaf to hear and those who are mute to speak.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus returned from the region of Tyre,

and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee,
in the region of the Decapolis.

They brought to him a man who was deaf

and who had an impediment in his speech;

and they begged him to lay his hand on him.

Jesus took him aside in private, away from the crowd,
and put his fingers into his ears,

and he spat and touched his tongue.

Then looking up to heaven, Jesus sighed and said to the man,
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.”

And immediately his ears were opened,

his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly.

Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one;

but the more he ordered them,

the more zealously they proclaimed it.

They were astounded beyond measure, saying,

“He has done everything well;

he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

The gospel of the Lord.

334 SATURDAY

FIRST READING Genesis 3.9-24

10

11

God sent the man and the woman forth
from the garden of Eden to till the earth.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

After the man and the woman had sinned,

they hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God.
The Lord God called to the man, and said to him,
“Where are you?”

The man said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden,
and | was afraid, because | was naked; and | hid myself.”
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12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

God said, “Who told you that you were naked?

Have you eaten from the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?”
The man said,

“The woman whom you gave to be with me,

she gave me fruit from the tree, and | ate.”

Then the Lord God said to the woman,
“What is this that you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and | ate.”

The Lord God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,

cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,

and dust you shall eat

all the days of your life.

I will put enmity between you and the woman,

and between your offspring and hers;

he will strike your head,

and you will strike his heel.”

To the woman God said,

“I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children,

yet your desire shall be for your husband,

and he shall rule over you.”

And to the man he said,

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife,
and have eaten of the tree

about which I commanded you,

‘You shall not eat of it,’

cursed is the ground because of you;

in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.

By the sweat of your face

you shall eat bread

until you return to the earth,

for out of it you were taken;

you are dust,

and to dust you shall return.”

The man named his wife Eve,
because she was the mother of all living.
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And the Lord God made garments of skins for the man and for his wife,
and clothed them.
22 Then the Lord God said,
“See, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil;
and now, he might reach out his hand
and take also from the tree of life,
and eat, and live forever’—
23 therefore the Lord God sent him forth
from the garden of Eden,
to till the ground from which he was taken.

24 The Lord God drove out the man;
and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim,
and a sword flaming and turning
to guard the way to the tree of life.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 90.2, 3-4, 5-6, 12-13 (R.1)

R. Inevery age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.

2 Before the mountains were brought forth,
or ever you had formed the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting
you are God. R.

3 You turn us back to dust,
and say, “Turn back, you mortals.”
4 For a thousand years in your sight

are like yesterday when it is past,
or like a watch in the night. R.

5 You sweep them away; they are like a dream,
like grass that is renewed in the morning;

6 in the morning it flourishes and is renewed;
in the evening it fades and withers. R.

12 So teach us to count our days

that we may gain a wise heart.
13 Turn, O Lord! How long?
Have compassion on your servants! R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Matthew 4.4b

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

No one lives by bread alone,

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
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GOSPEL Mark 8.1-10

The crowd ate and were filled.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 As there was a great crowd without anything to eat,
Jesus called his disciples and said to them,
2 “I have compassion for the crowd,

because they have been with me now for three days
and have nothing to eat.
3 If I send them away hungry to their homes,
they will faint on the way—
and some of them have come from a great distance.”

4 His disciples replied,
“How can one feed these people with bread here in the desert?”

5 He asked them, “How many loaves do you have?”
They said, “Seven.”
6 Then Jesus ordered the crowd to sit down on the ground;

and he took the seven loaves, and after giving thanks
he broke them and gave them to his disciples to distribute;
and they distributed them to the crowd.
7 They had also a few small fish;
and after blessing them,
he ordered that these too should be distributed.

8 The crowd ate and were filled;
and they took up the broken pieces left over,
seven baskets full.
9 Now there were about four thousand people.
And Jesus sent them away.
10 And immediately he got into the boat with his disciples
and went to the district of Dalmanutha.

The gospel of the Lord.
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SIXTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
335 MONDAY

FIRST READING Genesis 4.1-15, 25

Cain rose up against his brother Abel, and killed him.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

1 Now the man knew his wife Eve,

and she conceived and bore Cain,

saying, “I have produced a man with the help of the Lord.”
2 Next she bore his brother Abel.

Now Abel was a keeper of sheep,

and Cain a tiller of the ground.

3 In the course of time

Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground,
4 and Abel for his part brought of the firstlings of his flock,

their fat portions.

And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering,
5 but for Cain and his offering he had no regard.

So Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell.

6 The Lord said to Cain,

“Why are you angry, and why has your countenance fallen?
7 If you do well, will you not be accepted?

And if you do not do well, sin is lurking at the door;

its desire is for you, but you must master it.”

8 Cain said to his brother Abel,
“Let us go out to the field.”
And when they were in the field,
Cain rose up against his brother Abel, and killed him.
9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”
He said, “I do not know; am | my brother’s keeper?”
10 And the Lord said, “What have you done?
Listen; your brother’s blood is crying out to me from the ground!
1n And now you are cursed from the ground,
which has opened its mouth
to receive your brother’s blood from your hand.
12 When you till the ground,
it will no longer yield to you its strength;
you will be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” [l
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13 Cain said to the Lord,
“My punishment is greater than | can bear!
14 Today you have driven me away from the soil,
and | shall be hidden from your face;
I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth,
and anyone who meets me may kill me.”
15 Then the Lord said to him, “Not so!
Whoever kills Cain will suffer a sevenfold vengeance.”
And the Lord put a mark on Cain,
so that no one who came upon him would kill him.

25 Adam knew his wife again,
and she bore a son and named him Seth,
for she said,
“God has appointed for me another child instead of Abel,
because Cain killed him.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 50.1+8, 16bc-17, 20-21 (R.14a)

R. Offer to God a sacrifice of praise.

1 The mighty one, God the Lord,
speaks and summons the earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting.
8 Not for your sacrifices do | rebuke you;
your burnt offerings are continually before me. R.

16 What right have you to recite my statutes,
or take my covenant on your lips?

17 For you hate discipline,
and you cast my words behind you. R.
20 You sit and speak against your Kin;

you slander your own mother’s child.
21 These things you have done and | have been silent;
you thought that | was one just like yourself.
But now I rebuke you
and lay the charge before you. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 14.6

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord;
no one comes to the Father, except through me.
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GOSPEL Mark 8.11-13

Why does this generation ask for a sign?

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 The Pharisees came to Jesus and began to argue with him,
asking him for a sign from heaven, to test him.
12 And he sighed deeply in his spirit and said,
“Why does this generation ask for a sign?
Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to this generation.”
13 And he left them, and getting into the boat again,
he went across to the other shore.

The gospel of the Lord.

336 TUESDAY

FIRST READING Genesis 6.5-8; 7.1-5, 10

I will blot out the human beings | have created from the earth.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

5 The Lord saw
that the wickedness of humanity was great in the earth,
and that every inclination of the thoughts of their hearts
was only evil continually.
6 And the Lord was sorry that he had made human beings on the earth,
and it grieved him to his heart.
7 So the Lord said,
“I will blot out from the earth the human beings | have created—
people together with animals
and creeping things and birds of the air,
for I am sorry that | have made them.”

8 But Noah found favour in the sight of the Lord.

1 The Lord said to Noah,
“Go into the ark, you and all your household,
for | have seen that you alone are righteous before me
in this generation.
2 Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals,
the male and its mate;
and a pair of the animals that are not clean,
the male and its mate; []
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3 and seven pairs of the birds of the air also,
male and female,
to keep their kind alive on the face of all the earth.
4 For in seven days
I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights;
and every living thing that | have made
I will blot out from the face of the ground.”

5 And Noah did all that the Lord had commanded him.
10 And after seven days the waters of the flood came on the earth.
The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 29.1a+2, 3ac+4, 3b+9b-10 (R.11b)
R. The Lord will bless his people with peace.
1 Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;
worship the Lord in holy splendour. R.
3 The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
the Lord, over mighty waters.
4 The voice of the Lord is powerful;

the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. R.

The God of glory thunders,

9 and in his temple all say, “Glory!”

10 The Lord sits enthroned over the flood,;
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 14.23

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

All who love me, will keep my words,
and my Father will love them,
and we will come to them.

GOSPEL Mark 8.14-21

Beware the yeast of the Pharisees and Herod.
[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.
After feeding the crowd, Jesus sent them away

and got into the boat with the disciples
to return to the other side of the lake.

180 SIXTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR |



14 Now the disciples had forgotten to bring any bread;

and they had only one loaf with them in the boat.
15 And Jesus cautioned them, saying, “Watch out—

beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and the yeast of Herod.”
16 They said to one another, “It is because we have no bread.”

17 And becoming aware of it, Jesus said to them,
“Why are you talking about having no bread?
Do you still not perceive or understand?
Are your hearts hardened?
18 Do you have eyes, and fail to see?
Do you have ears, and fail to hear?
And do you not remember?
19 When | broke the five loaves for the five thousand,
how many baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?”
They said to him, “Twelve.”

20 “And the seven for the four thousand,
how many baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?”
And they said to him, “Seven.”

21 Then Jesus said to them, “Do you not yet understand?”

The gospel of the Lord.

337 WEDNESDAY

FIRST READING Genesis 8.6-13, 20-22

Noah looked and saw that the face of the ground was drying.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

6 At the end of forty days
Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made

7 and sent out the raven;

and it went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth.
8 Then he sent out the dove from him,

to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the ground;
9 but the dove found no place to set its foot,

and it returned to him to the ark,

for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth.

So he put out his hand and took it

and brought it into the ark with him. O

WEDNESDAY 181



10 Noah waited another seven days,
and again he sent out the dove from the ark;
11 and the dove came back to him in the evening,
and there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf;
so Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth.
12 Then he waited another seven days, and sent out the dove;
and it did not return to him any more.

13 In the six hundred first year,
in the first month, the first day of the month,
the waters were dried up from the earth;
and Noah removed the covering of the ark,
and looked, and saw that the face of the ground was drying.

20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord,
and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird,
and offered burnt offerings on the altar.
21 And when the Lord smelled the pleasing odour,
the Lord said in his heart,
“I will never again curse the ground because of human beings,
for the inclination of the human heart is evil from youth;
nor will I ever again destroy every living creature as | have done.
22 As long as the earth endures,
seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,
summer and winter, day and night,
shall not cease.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 116.12-13, 14-15, 18-19 (R.17)
R. Toyou, Lord, I will offer a sacrifice of praise.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

12 What shall | return to the Lord
for all his bounty to me?

13 I will lift up the cup of salvation

and call on the name of the Lord. R.
14 I will pay my vows to the Lord

in the presence of all his people.
15 Precious in the sight of the Lord

is the death of his faithful ones. R.
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18 I will pay my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people,

19 in the courts of the house of the Lord,
in your midst, O Jerusalem. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION see Ephesians 1.17-18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our heart,
that we might see how great is the hope to which we are called.

GOSPEL Mark 8.22-26

The sight of the man who was blind was restored
and he saw everything clearly.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

22 Jesus and the disciples came to Bethsaida.
Some people brought to Jesus a man who was blind
and begged Jesus to touch him.
23 Jesus took the man who was blind by the hand
and led him out of the village;
and when he had put saliva on his eyes
and laid his hands on him,
he asked him, “Can you see anything?”
24 And the man looked up and said,
“I can see people, but they look like trees, walking.”

25 Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again;
and the man looked intently and his sight was restored,
and he saw everything clearly.

26 Then Jesus sent the man away to his home, saying,
“Do not even go into the village.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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338 THURSDAY

FIRST READING Genesis 9.1-13

10

11

I have set my bow in the clouds and it shall be a sign
of the covenant between me and the earth.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

Noah left the ark with his wife and his sons and his sons’ wives,
and offered a burnt offering to the Lord.

God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them,

“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.

The fear and dread of you shall rest

on every animal of the earth, and on every bird of the air,
on everything that creeps on the ground,

and on all the fish of the sea;

into your hand they are delivered.

Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you;

and just as | gave you the green plants,

| give you everything.

“Only, you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.
For your own lifeblood I will surely require a reckoning:
from every animal | will require it and from human beings,
each one for the blood of another,

I will require a reckoning for human life.

Whoever sheds the blood of a human,

by a human shall that person’s blood be shed;

for in his own image God made humanity.

“And you, be fruitful and multiply,
abound on the earth and multiply in it.”

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him,

“As for me, | am establishing my covenant

with you and your descendants after you,

and with every living creature that is with you,

the birds, the domestic animals,

and every animal of the earth with you,

as many as came out of the ark.

| establish my covenant with you,

that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood,
and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”
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12

13

God said, “This is the sign of the covenant

that I make between me and you and every living creature

that is with you, for all future generations:

I have set my bow in the clouds,

and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 102.15-17, 18-20, 28, 21-22 (R.19)

15

16

17

18

19

20

28

21

22

R. From heaven the Lord looks down on the earth.

The nations will fear the name of the Lord,
and all the kings of the earth your glory.
For the Lord will build up Zion;

he will appear in his glory.

He will regard the prayer of the destitute,
and will not despise their prayer. R.

Let this be recorded for a generation to come,
so that a people yet unborn may praise the Lord:
that he looked down from his holy height,

from heaven the Lord looked at the earth,

to hear the groans of the prisoners,

to set free those who were doomed to die. R.

The children of your servants shall live secure;

their offspring shall be established in your presence,
so that the name of the Lord may be declared in Zion,
and his praise in Jerusalem,

when peoples gather together,

and kingdoms, to worship the Lord. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 6.63b, 68b

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Your words, Lord, are spirit and life;

you have the words of everlasting life.
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GOSPEL Mark 8.27-33

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

Peter answered: You are the Messiah.
Jesus said: The Son of Man must suffer much.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus went with his disciples

to the villages of Caesarea Philippi;

and on the way he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that | am?”

And they answered him, “John the Baptist;
and others, Elijah;

and still others, one of the prophets.”

Jesus asked them, “But who do you say that | am?”
Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.”
And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.

Then Jesus began to teach them

that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering,
and be rejected by the elders,

the chief priests, and the scribes,

and be killed, and after three days rise again.

He said all this quite openly.

And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.

But turning and looking at his disciples, Jesus rebuked Peter
and said, “Get behind me, Satan!

For you are setting your mind not on divine things

but on human things.”

The gospel of the Lord.

339 FRIDAY

FIRST READING Genesis 11.1-9

Let us go down and confuse their language.
A reading from the book of Genesis.

The whole earth had one language and the same words.

And as people migrated from the east,

they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.
And they said to one another,

“Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.”
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM
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11

12

13

14

15

And they had brick for stone,
and bitumen for mortar.

Then they said,

“Come, let us build ourselves a city,
and a tower with its top in the heavens,
and let us make a name for ourselves;
otherwise we shall be scattered abroad
upon the face of the whole earth.”

The Lord came down to see the city and the tower,
which mortals had built.

And the Lord said, “Look, they are one people,
and they have all one language;

and this is only the beginning of what they will do;

nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them.

Come, let us go down, and confuse their language there,
so that they will not understand one another’s speech.”

So the Lord scattered them abroad from there

over the face of all the earth,

and they left off building the city.

Therefore it was called Babel,

because there the Lord confused the language of all the earth;
and from there the Lord scattered them abroad

over the face of all the earth.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

R. Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to nothing;
he frustrates the plans of the peoples.

The counsel of the Lord stands forever,

the thoughts of his heart to all generations. R.

Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord,

the people whom he has chosen as his heritage.
The Lord looks down from heaven;

he sees all human beings. R.

From where he sits enthroned God watches
all the inhabitants of the earth—

he who fashions the hearts of them all,

and observes all their deeds. R.

Psalm 33.10-11, 12-13, 14-15 (R.12)

FRIDAY

187



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 15.15b

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I call you my friends, says the Lord,
for I have made known to you all that the Father has told me..

GOSPEL Mark 8.34-38 - 9.1

Those who lose their life for my sake and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

34 Jesus called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them,
“If any want to become my followers,
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.
35 For those who want to save their life will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my sake,
and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.
36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world
and forfeit their life?
37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?

38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words
in this adulterous and sinful generation,
of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

9 And Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you,
there are some standing here who will not taste death
until they see that the kingdom of God has come with power.”

The gospel of the Lord.

340 SATURDAY

FIRST READING Hebrews 11.1-7

By faith we understand that the world was prepared by the word of God.
A reading from the book of Hebrews.

1 Faith is the assurance of things hoped for,
the conviction of things not seen.
2 Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval.

3 By faith we understand that
the worlds were prepared by the word of God,
so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.
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4 By faith Abel offered to God
a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain’s.
Through this he received approval as righteous,
God himself giving approval to his gifts;
he died, but through his faith he still speaks.

5 By faith Enoch was taken so that he did not experience death;
and “he was not found, because God had taken him.”
For it was attested before he was taken away
that “he had pleased God.”

6 And without faith it is impossible to please God,
for whoever would approach him must believe that he exists
and that he rewards those who seek him.

7 By faith Noah, warned by God about events as yet unseen,
respected the warning
and built an ark to save his household:;
by this he condemned the world
and became an heir to the righteousness
that is in accordance with faith.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 145.2-3, 4-5, 10-11 (R. see 1)
R. 1 will praise your name for ever, Lord.
2 Every day | will bless you,
and praise your name forever and ever.
3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
his greatness is unsearchable. R.
4 One generation shall laud your works to another,
and shall declare your mighty acts.
5 On the glorious splendour of your majesty,
and on your wondrous works, | will meditate. R.
10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,

and all your faithful shall bless you.
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,
and tell of your power. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION see Mark 9.6

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The heavens were opened and the Father’s voice was heard:
This is my beloved Son, hear him.
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GOSPEL Mark 9.2-13

Jesus was transfigured before the three disciples.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

2 Jesus took with him Peter and James and John,
and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves.
And he was transfigured before them,

3 and his clothes became dazzling white,
such as no one on earth could bleach them.

4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses,
who were talking with Jesus.
5 Then Peter said to Jesus,
“Rabbi, it is good for us to be here;
let us make three tents
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
6 Peter did not know what to say, for they were terrified.

7 Then a cloud overshadowed them,
and from the cloud there came a voice,
“This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!”

8 Suddenly when they looked around,
they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.
9 As they were coming down the mountain,

he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen,
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

10 So they kept the matter to themselves,
questioning what this rising from the dead could mean.

11 Then they asked him,
“Why do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?”
12 Jesus said to them,
“Elijah is indeed coming first to restore all things.
How then is it written about the Son of Man,
that he is to go through many sufferings
and be treated with contempt?
13 But I tell you that Elijah has come,
and they did to him whatever they pleased,
as it is written about him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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SEVENTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
341 MONDAY

FIRST READING Sirach 1.1-10

Wisdom was created before all other things.

A reading from the book of Sirach.

1 All wisdom is from the Lord,
and with him it remains forever.
2 The sand of the sea, the drops of rain,

and the days of eternity—who can count them?
3 The height of heaven, the breadth of the earth,

the depth of the abyss, and wisdom

—who can search them out?

4 Wisdom was created before all other things,
and prudent understanding from eternity.
5 The source of wisdom is God’s word

in the highest heaven,
and her ways are the eternal commandments.

6 The root of wisdom—to whom has it been revealed?
Her subtleties—who knows them?

7 The knowledge of wisdom—to whom was it manifested?
And her abundant experience—who has understood it?

8 There is but one who is wise, greatly to be feared,
seated upon his throne—the Lord.

9 It is he who created her;

he saw her and took her measure;
he poured her out upon all his works,

10 upon all the living according to his gift;
he lavished her upon those who love him.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 93.1ab, 1¢-2, 4¢-5 (R.1a)++
R. The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty.

1 The Lord is king,
he is robed in majesty;
the Lord is robed,
he is girded with strength. R.
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The Lord has established the world;
it shall never be moved;

2 Your throne is established from of old;
you are from everlasting. R.

4 Majestic on high is the Lord!

5

Your decrees are very sure;
holiness befits your house,
O Lord, forevermore. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 2 Timothy 1.10b

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Our Saviour Jesus Christ has done away with death
and brought us life through the gospel.

GOSPEL Mark 9.14-29

Lord, | believe; help my unbelief!

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus, Peter, James and John, came down the mountain
to rejoin the other disciples.
14 When they came to the disciples,
they saw a great crowd around them,
and some scribes arguing with them.
15 When the whole crowd saw Jesus,
they were immediately overcome with awe,
and they ran forward to greet him.

16 He asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?”
17 Someone from the crowd answered him,
“Teacher, | brought you my son;
he has a spirit that makes him unable to speak;
18 and whenever it seizes him, it dashes him down;
and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid,;
and | asked your disciples to cast it out,
but they could not do so.”

19 Jesus answered them, “You faithless generation,
how much longer must | be among you?
How much longer must | put up with you?
Bring him to me.”
20 And they brought the boy to him.
When the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy,
and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth.

192 SEVENTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR |



21 Jesus asked the father,
“How long has this been happening to him?”
And he said, “From childhood.
22 It has often cast him into the fire and into the water,
to destroy him;
but if you are able to do anything, have pity on us and help us.”

23 Jesus said to him,

“If you are able!

—All things can be done for the one who believes.”
24 Immediately the father of the child cried out,

“I believe; help my unbelief!”

25 When Jesus saw that a crowd came running together,

he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it,

“You spirit that keeps this boy from speaking and hearing,

I command you, come out of him, and never enter him again!”
26 After crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out,

and the boy was like a corpse,

so that most of them said, “He is dead.”
27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up,

and he was able to stand.

28 When Jesus had entered the house,
his disciples asked him privately,
“Why could we not cast it out?”

29 He said to them, “This kind can come out
only through prayer and fasting.”

The gospel of the Lord.

342 TUESDAY

FIRST READING Sirach 2.1-11

When you serve the Lord, prepare yourself for trials.
A reading from the book of Sirach.

1 My child,
when you come to serve the Lord,
prepare yourself for trials.
2 Set your heart right and be steadfast,
and do not be impetuous in time of calamity. [l

TUESDAY 193



3 Cling to God and do not depart,
so that your last days may be prosperous.

4 Accept whatever befalls you,
and in times of humiliation be patient.
5 For gold is tested in the fire,

and those found acceptable,
in the furnace of humiliation.

6 Trust in God, and he will help you;
make your ways straight, and hope in him.

7 You who fear the Lord, wait for his mercy;
do not stray, or else you may fall.
8 You who fear the Lord, trust in him,

and your reward will not be lost.
9 You who fear the Lord, hope for good things,
for lasting joy and mercy.
10 Consider the generations of old and see:
has anyone trusted in the Lord and been disappointed?

Or has anyone persevered in the fear of the Lord and been forsaken?
Or has anyone called upon him and been neglected?

11 For the Lord is compassionate and merciful;
he forgives sins and saves in time of distress.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 37.3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40 (R. see 5)

R. Commit your life to the Lord,
and the Lord will help you.

3 Trust in the Lord, and do good;
so you will live in the land, and enjoy security.
4 Take delight in the Lord,
and he will give you the desires of your heart. R.

18 The Lord knows the days of the blameless,
and their heritage will abide forever;

19 they are not put to shame in evil times,

in the days of famine they have abundance. R.
27 Depart from evil, and do good;

so you shall abide forever.
28 For the Lord loves justice;

he will not forsake his faithful ones. R.
39
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The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord;
he is their refuge in the time of trouble.

40 The Lord helps them and rescues them;
he rescues them from the wicked, and saves them,
because they take refuge in him. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Galatians 6.14

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

My only glory is the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which crucifies the world to me and me to the world.

GOSPEL Mark 9.30-37

The Son of Man is betrayed.
Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

30 Jesus and the disciples passed through Galilee.
He did not want anyone to know it;

31 for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them,
“The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands,
and they will kill him,
and three days after being killed, he will rise again.”

32 But they did not understand what he was saying
and were afraid to ask him.

33 Then they came to Capernaum;
and when he was in the house Jesus asked them,
“What were you arguing about on the way?”
34 But they were silent, for on the way
they had argued with one another who was the greatest.

35 Jesus sat down, called the twelve, and said to them,
“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.”
36 Then he took a little child and put it among them;
and taking it in his arms, he said to them,
37 “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me,
and whoever welcomes me
welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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343 WEDNESDAY

FIRST READING Sirach 4.11-19

God loves those who love wisdom.

A reading from the book of Sirach.

11 Wisdom teaches her children
and gives help to those who seek her.

12 Whoever loves her loves life,
and those who seek her from early morning are filled with joy.

13 Whoever holds her fast inherits glory,
and the Lord blesses the place she enters.

14 Those who serve her minister to the Holy One;
the Lord loves those who love her.

15 Those who obey her will judge the nations,
and all who listen to her will live secure.

16 If they remain faithful, they will inherit her;
their descendants will also obtain her.

17 For at first she will walk with them on tortuous paths;
she will bring fear and dread upon them,
and will torment them by her discipline
until they remain faithful in their heart
and she will test them with her ordinances.
18 Then she will come straight back to them again and gladden them,
and will reveal her secrets to them.

19 If they go astray she will forsake them,
and hand them over to their ruin.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 119.165+168, 171-172, 174-175 (R.165a)
R. Those who love your law have great peace, O Lord.++
or: O Lord, great peace have they who love your law.

165 Great peace have those who love your law;
nothing can make them stumble.

168 | keep your precepts and decrees,
for all my ways are before you. R.
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171 My lips will pour forth praise,
because you teach me your statutes.
172 My tongue will sing of your promise,
for all your commandments are right. R.
1ra I long for your salvation, O Lord,
and your law is my delight.
175 Let me live that | may praise you,
and let your ordinances help me. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 14.6

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord;
no one comes to the Father, except through me.

GOSPEL Mark 9.38-40

Whoever is not against us, is for us.
[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.
38 John, one of the disciples, said to Jesus,

“Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name,
and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.”

39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop him;
for no one who does a deed of power in my name
will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me.

40 Whoever is not against us is for us.”

The gospel of the Lord.

344 THURSDAY

FIRST READING Sirach 5.1-8

Do not delay to turn back to the Lord.
A reading from the book of Sirach.

1 Do not rely on your wealth,
or say, “I have enough.”
2 Do not follow your inclination and strength
in pursuing the desires of your heart.
3 Do not say, “Who can have power over me?”
for the Lord will surely punish you. O
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4 Do not say, “I sinned, yet what has happened to me?”
for the Lord is slow to anger.

5 Do not be so confident of forgiveness
that you add sin to sin.
6 Do not say, “His mercy is great,

he will forgive the multitude of my sins,”
for both mercy and wrath are with him,
and his anger will rest on sinners.
7 Do not delay to turn back to the Lord,
and do not postpone it from day to day;
for suddenly the wrath of the Lord will come upon you,
and at the time of punishment you will perish.

8 Do not depend on dishonest wealth,
for it will not benefit you on the day of calamity.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 1.1-2, 3, 4+6 (R.40.53)
R. Happy are they who hope in the Lord.

1 Happy are those
who do not follow the advice of the wicked,
or take the path that sinners tread,
or sit in the seat of scoffers;

2 but their delight is in the law of the Lord,
and on his law they meditate day and night. R.
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,

which yield their fruit in its season,
and their leaves do not wither.
In all that they do, they prosper. R.

4 The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
6 for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous,

but the way of the wicked will perish. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 1 Thessalonians 2.13

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Receive this message not as human words,

but as truly the word of God.
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GOSPEL Mark 9.41-50

It is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

41 Jesus said to the disciples:
“Truly I tell you,
whoever gives you a cup of water to drink
because you bear the name of Christ
will by no means lose the reward.

42 “If any of you put a stumbling block
before one of these little ones who believe in me,
it would be better for you
if a great millstone were hung around your neck
and you were thrown into the sea.

43 “If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off;
it is better for you to enter life maimed
than to have two hands and to go to hell,
to the unquenchable fire.
45 And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off;
it is better for you to enter life lame
than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell.
47 And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out;
it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye
than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell,
48 where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.

49 “For everyone will be salted with fire,
and every sacrifice will be salted with salt.
50 Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness,
how can you restore it?
Have salt in yourselves,
and be at peace with one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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345 FRIDAY

FIRST READING Sirach 6.5-17

Faithful friends are beyond price.

A reading from the book of Sirach.

My child,

5 pleasant speech multiplies friends,
and a gracious tongue multiplies courtesies.

6 Let those who are friendly with you be many,
but let your advisers be one in a thousand.

7 When you gain friends, gain them through testing,
and do not trust them hastily.

8 For there are friends who are such when it suits them,
but they will not stand by you in time of trouble.

9 And there are friends who change into enemies,

and tell of the quarrel to your disgrace.
10 And there are friends who sit at your table,
but they will not stand by you in time of trouble.
1 When you are prosperous, they become your second self,
and lord it over your servants;
12 but if you are brought low, they turn against you,
and hide themselves from you.
13 Keep away from your enemies,
and be on guard with your friends.

14 Faithful friends are a sturdy shelter:
whoever finds one has found a treasure.
15 Faithful friends are beyond price;
no amount can balance their worth.
16 Faithful friends are life-saving medicine;
and those who fear the Lord will find them.
17 Those who fear the Lord direct their friendship aright,
for as they are, so are their neighbours also.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM
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16
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34

35

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

R. Guide me, Lord, in the way of your commands.

Blessed are you, O Lord;
teach me your statutes.

I will delight in your statutes;
I will not forget your word. R.

Open my eyes, so that | may behold

wondrous things out of your law.

Make me understand the way of your precepts,
and | will meditate on your wondrous works. R.

Give me understanding, that | may keep your law
and observe it with my whole heart.

Lead me in the path of your commandments,

for I delight in it. R.

Psalm 119.12+16, 18+27, 34-35 (R.35a)

John 17.17
This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Your word, O Lord, is truth;
make us holy in the truth.
Mark 10.1-12

What God has joined together, let no one separate.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus continued his journey

and went to the region of Judea beyond the Jordan.
And crowds again gathered around him;

and, as was his custom, he again taught them.

Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked,
“Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”
Jesus answered them, “What did Moses command you?”

They said,

“Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal
and to divorce her.”

But Jesus said to them,

“Because of your hardness of heart

he wrote this commandment for you.

But from the beginning of creation,

‘God made them male and female.’

FRIDAY
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7 ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife,

8 and the two shall become one flesh.’
So they are no longer two, but one flesh.
o Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”

10 Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter.
11 Jesus said to them,

“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another

commits adultery against her;
12 and if she divorces her husband and marries another,

she commits adultery.”

The gospel of the Lord.

346 SATURDAY

FIRST READING Sirach 17.1-4, 6-8, 10-15

God created human beings in his own image.

A reading from the book of Sirach.

1 The Lord created human beings out of earth,
and makes them return to it again.
2 He gave them a fixed number of days,
but granted them authority over everything on the earth.
3 He endowed them with strength proper to them
and made them in his own image.
4 He put the fear of them in all living beings,
and gave them dominion over beasts and birds.
6 Discretion and tongue and eyes,
ears and a mind for thinking he gave them.
7 He filled them with knowledge and understanding,
and showed them good and evil.
8 He put the fear of him into their hearts

to show them the majesty of his works.

10 And they will praise his holy name,

9 to proclaim the grandeur of his works.

1 He bestowed knowledge upon them,
and allotted to them the law of life.

12 He established with them an eternal covenant,
and revealed to them his decrees.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM
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Their eyes saw his glorious majesty,
and their ears heard the glory of his voice.
He said to them, “Beware of all evil.”

And he gave commandment to each of them concerning the neighbour.

Their ways are always known to him;
they will not be hid from his eyes.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

R. The Lord’s kindness is everlasting to those who fear him.

As a father has compassion for his children,

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him.
For he knows how we were made;

he remembers that we are dust. R.

As for mortals, their days are like grass;
they flourish like a flower of the field;
for the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
and its place knows it no more. R.

But the steadfast love of the Lord

is from everlasting to everlasting

on those who fear him,

and his righteousness to children’s children,
to those who keep his covenant

and remember to do his commandments. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;

you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.

Psalm 103.13-14, 15-16, 17-18 (R. see 17)

see Matthew 11.25
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GOSPEL Mark 10.13-16

13

14

15

16

Whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child,
will never enter it.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

People were bringing little children to Jesus

in order that he might touch them;

and the disciples spoke sternly to them.

But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them,
“Let the little children come to me;

do not stop them;

for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.
Truly | tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God
as a little child will never enter it.”

And Jesus took the children up in his arms,
laid his hands on them,
and blessed them.

The gospel of the Lord.
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EIGHTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME

347 MONDAY

FIRST READING Sirach 17.24-27, 29

24

25

26

27

28

29

Turn back to the Lord and forsake your sins.

A reading from the book of Sirach.

To those who repent God grants a return,

and encourages those who are losing hope.

Turn back to the Lord and forsake your sins;

pray in his presence and lessen your offense.

Return to the Most High and turn away from iniquity,
and hate intensely what he abhors.

Who will sing praises to the Most High in the grave
in place of the living who give thanks?

From the dead, as from one who does not exist,
thanksgiving has ceased,;

those who are alive and well sing the Lord’s praises.

How great is the mercy of the Lord,
and his forgiveness for those who return to him!

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 32.1-2, 5, 6, 7 (R.11a)

R. Let the just exult and rejoice in the Lord.

Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,

whose sin is covered.

Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit. R.

Then I acknowledged my sin to you,

and | did not hide my iniquity;

| said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”
and you forgave the guilt of my sin. R.

Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you;
at a time of distress,
the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them. R.

You are a hiding place for me;
you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. R.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 2 Corinthians 8.9

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor,
to make you rich out of his poverty.

GOSPEL Mark 10.17-27

Go sell what you own and come follow me.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

17 As Jesus was setting out on a journey,
a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him,
“Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?”
18 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good?
No one is good but God alone.
19 You know the commandments:
‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery;
You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness;
You shall not defraud; Honour your father and mother.

20 The man said to Jesus,

“Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.”
21 Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said,

“You lack one thing;

go, sell what you own,

and give the money to the poor,

and you will have treasure in heaven;

then come, follow me.”

22 When he heard this, the man was shocked and went away grieving,
for he had many possessions.

23 Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples,
“How hard it will be for those who have wealth
to enter the kingdom of God!”
24 And the disciples were perplexed at these words.
But Jesus said to them again,
“Children, how hard it is for those who trust in riches
to enter the kingdom of God!
25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

26 They were greatly astounded and said to one another,
“Then who can be saved?”
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27 Jesus looked at them and said,
“For mortals it is impossible, but not for God,;
for God all things are possible.”

The gospel of the Lord.

348 TUESDAY

FIRST READING Sirach 35.1-12

Keeping the commandments is a pleasing sacrifice.

A reading from the book of Sirach.

The one who keeps the law makes many offerings;

one who heeds the commandments makes an offering of well-being.
The one who returns a kindness offers choice flour,

and one who gives alms makes a thank offering.

5 To keep from wickedness is pleasing to the Lord,
and to forsake unrighteousness is an atonement.
6 Do not appear before the Lord empty-handed,

A W N B

7 for all that you offer is in fulfillment of the commandment.
8 The offering of the righteous enriches the altar,

and its pleasing odour rises before the Most High.
9 The sacrifice of the righteous is acceptable,

and it will never be forgotten.

10 Be generous when you worship the Lord,
and do not stint the first fruits of your hands.

1 With every gift show a cheerful face,
and dedicate your tithe with gladness.

12 Give to the Most High as he has given to you,
and as generously as you can afford.

13 For the Lord is the one who repays,

and he will repay you sevenfold.
14 Do not offer him a bribe, for he will not accept it;
15 and do not rely on a dishonest sacrifice;

for the Lord is the judge,

and with him there is no partiality.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 50.4-5, 7-8, 14+23 (R.23b)
R. To the upright I will show the saving power of God.

4 The mighty God calls to the heavens above
and to the earth
that he may judge his people.

5 “Gather to me my faithful ones,
who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!” R.
7 “Hear, O my people, and | will speak,

O Israel, I will testify against you.
I am God, your God.
8 Not for your sacrifices do | rebuke you;
your burnt offerings are continually before me. R.
14 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,
and pay your vows to the Most High.
23 Those who bring thanksgiving as their sacrifice honour me;
to those who go the right way
I will show the salvation of God.” R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION see Matthew 11.25

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.

GOSPEL Mark 10.28-31

You will receive a hundredfold now in this age,
and in the age to come eternal life.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

28 Peter began to say to Jesus,
“Look, we have left everything and followed you.”

29 Jesus said, “Truly I tell you,
there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters
or mother or father or children or fields,
for my sake and for the sake of the good news,

30 who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age
—houses, brothers and sisters,
mothers and children, and fields with persecutions—
and in the age to come eternal life.

31 “But many who are first will be last,
and the last will be first.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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349 WEDNESDAY

FIRST READING Sirach 36.1-2, 5-6, 13-22

13
16

17

18

19

20

21

22

The nations will know that there is no God but you.

A reading from the book of Sirach.

Have mercy upon us, O God of all,
and put all the nations in fear of you.
Then they will know, as we have known
that there is no God but you, O Lord.

Give new signs, and work other wonders.
Gather all the tribes of Jacob,
and give them their inheritance, as at the beginning.

Have mercy, O Lord, on the people called by your name,
on Israel, whom you have named your firstborn,

Have pity on your holy city Jerusalem,

the place of your dwelling.

Fill Zion with the celebration of your wondrous deeds
and your temple with your glory.

Bear witness to those whom you created in the beginning,
and fulfill the prophecies spoken in your name.

Reward those who wait for you

and let your prophets be found trustworthy.

Hear, O Lord, the prayer of your servants,
according to the blessing of Aaron for your people,
and all who are on the earth will know

that you are the Lord, the God of the ages.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 79.8, 9, 11, 13 (R. Sir 36.1)

R. O Lord, look on us with mercy.

Do not remember against us the iniquities of our ancestors;
let your compassion come speedily to meet us,
for we are brought very low. R.

Help us, O God of our salvation,
for the glory of your name;
deliver us, and forgive our sins,
for your name’s sake. R.
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11

13

Let the groans of the prisoners come before you;
according to your great power
preserve those doomed to die. R.

Then we your people,
the flock of your pasture,

will give thanks to you forever;

from generation to generation we will recount your praise. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mark 10.45

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Son of Man came to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for all.

GOSPEL Mark 10.32-45

32

33

34

35

36
37

38

39

We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus and the disciples were on the road, going up to Jerusalem,
and Jesus was walking ahead of them;

they were amazed,

and those who followed were afraid.

He took the twelve aside again

and began to tell them what was to happen to him, saying,
“See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man
will be handed over to the chief priests and the scribes,
and they will condemn him to death;

then they will hand him over to the Gentiles;

they will mock him, and spit upon him,

and flog him, and kill him;

and after three days he will rise again.”

James and John, the sons of Zebedee,

came forward to him and said to him,

“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.”
And he said to them, “What is it you want me to do for you?”
And they said to him, “Grant us to sit,

one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.”

But Jesus said to them,

“You do not know what you are asking.

Are you able to drink the cup that I drink,

or be baptized with the baptism that | am baptized with?”
They replied, “We are able.”
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40

41

42

43

44
45

Then Jesus said to them,

“The cup that I drink you will drink;

and with the baptism with which | am baptized,

you will be baptized;

but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant,
but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”

When the ten heard this,

they began to be angry with James and John.

So Jesus called them and said to them,

“You know that among the Gentiles

those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them,
and their great ones are tyrants over them.

But it is not so among you;

but whoever wishes to become great among you

must be your servant,

and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all.
For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,

and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

The gospel of the Lord.

350 THURSDAY

FIRST READING Sirach 42.15-25

15

16

17

18

The work of the Lord is full of his glory.
A reading from the book of Sirach.

I will now call to mind the works of the Lord,
and will declare what I have seen.

By the word of the Lord his works are made;
and all his creatures do his will.

The sun looks down on everything with its light,
and the work of the Lord is full of his glory.

The Lord has not empowered even his holy ones

to recount all his marvellous works,

which the Lord the Almighty has established

so that the universe may stand firm in his glory.

He searches out the abyss and the human heart;

he understands their innermost secrets.

For the Most High knows all that may be known;

he sees the signs of the age. H
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19 He discloses what has been and what is to be,
and he reveals the traces of hidden things.

20 No thought escapes him,
and nothing is hidden from him.

21 He has set in order the splendours of his wisdom;
he is from all eternity one and the same.
Nothing can be added or taken away,
and he needs no one to be his counsellor.

22 How desirable are all his works,
and how sparkling they are to see!
23 All these things live and remain forever;
each creature is preserved to meet a particular need.
24 All things come in pairs, one opposite the other,
and he has made nothing incomplete.
25 Each supplements the virtues of the other.
Who could ever tire of seeing his glory?

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 33.2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 (R.6a)
R. By the word of the Lord the heavens were made.

2 Praise the Lord with the lyre;
make melody to him with the harp of ten strings.

& Sing to him a new song;

play skilfully on the strings, with loud shouts. R.

4 For the word of the Lord is upright,
and all his work is done in faithfulness.

5 He loves righteousness and justice;
the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. R.
6 By the word of the Lord the heavens were made,
and all their host by the breath of his mouth.
7 He gathered the waters of the sea as in a bottle;
he put the deeps in storehouses. R.
8 Let all the earth fear the Lord;
let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him.
9 For he spoke, and it came to be;

he commanded, and it stood firm. R.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

46

47

48

49

50
51

52

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I am the light of the world, says the Lord,;
whoever follows me will have the light of life.

John 8.12

Mark 10.46-52

My teacher, let me see again.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus and his disciples came to Jericho.

As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho,
Bartimaeus, son of Timaeus, a blind beggar,

was sitting by the roadside.

When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth,

he began to shout out and say,

“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”

Many sternly ordered him to be quiet,

but he cried out even more loudly,

“Son of David, have mercy on me!”

Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.”

And they called the man who was blind, saying to him,
“Take heart; get up, he is calling you.”

So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus.

Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?”

The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.”

Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.”

Immediately Bartimaeus regained his sight and followed Jesus on the way.

The gospel of the Lord.

THURSDAY
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351 FRIDAY

FIRST READING Sirach 44.1, 9-13

10

11

12

13

The deeds of the righteous have not been forgotten.

A reading from the book of Sirach.

Let us now sing the praises of famous men,

our ancestors in their generations.

Some of them have left behind a name,

so that others declare their praise.

But of others there is no memory;

they have perished as though they had never existed,
they have become as though they had never been born,
they and their children after them.

But these also were godly men,

whose righteous deeds have not been forgotten;
their wealth will remain with their descendants,

and their inheritance with their children’s children.
Their descendants stand by the covenants;

their children also, for their sake.

Their offspring will continue forever,

and their glory will never be blotted out.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 149.1-2, 3-4, 5-6a+9b (R.4a)

R. The Lord takes delight in his people.
or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

Sing to the Lord a new song,

his praise in the assembly of the faithful.

Let Israel be glad in its Maker;

let the children of Zion rejoice in their King. R.

Let them praise his name with dancing,

making melody to him with tambourine and lyre.
For the Lord takes pleasure in his people;

he adorns the humble with victory. R.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

Let the faithful exult in glory;

let them sing for joy on their couches.

Let the high praises of God be in their throats.
This is glory for all his faithful ones. R.

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I have chosen you from the world, says the Lord,
to go and bear fruit that will last.

John 15.16

Mark 11.11-25

My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.
Have faith in God.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

After his triumphant entry into Jerusalem,
Jesus went into the temple;

and when he had looked around at everything,
as it was already late,

he went out to Bethany with the twelve.

One day, when Jesus and the disciples came from Bethany,
he was hungry.

Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf,

he went to see whether he would find anything on it.
When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves,

for it was not the season for figs.

He said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.”
And his disciples heard it.

Then they came to Jerusalem.

And he entered the temple

and began to drive out those who were selling

and those who were buying in the temple,

and he overturned the tables of the money changers
and the seats of those who sold doves;

and he would not allow anyone

to carry anything through the temple.

He was teaching and saying,

“Is it not written,

‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’?
But you have made it a den of robbers.”

FRIDAY
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18 And when the chief priests and the scribes heard it,
they kept looking for a way to kill him;
for they were afraid of him,
because the whole crowd was spellbound by his teaching.

19 And when evening came,
Jesus and his disciples went out of the city.
20 In the morning as they passed by,
they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots.
21 Then Peter remembered and said to him,
“Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered.”

22 Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God.
23 Truly I tell you, if you say to this mountain,
‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’
and if you do not doubt in your heart,
but believe that what you say will come to pass,
it will be done for you.
24 So | tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer,
believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.
25 “Whenever you stand praying,
forgive, if you have anything against anyone;
so that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.”

The gospel of the Lord.

352 SATURDAY

FIRST READING Sirach 51.12-20

I will give glory to the one who gives me wisdom.

A reading from the book of Sirach.

12 | thank you and praise you, O God my saviour,
and | bless the name of the Lord.

13 While I was still young, before | went on my travels,
| sought wisdom openly in my prayer.

14 Before the temple | asked for her,
and I will search for her until the end.

15 From the first blossom to the ripening grape
my heart delighted in her;
my foot walked on the straight path;
from my youth | followed her steps.

216 EIGHTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR |



16

17

18

19

20

I inclined my ear a little and received her,
and | found for myself much instruction.
| made progress in her;

to him who gives wisdom | will give glory.

For | resolved to live according to wisdom,
and | was zealous for the good,
and I shall never be disappointed.

My soul grappled with wisdom,

and in my conduct I was strict;

| spread out my hands to the heavens,
and lamented my ignorance of her.

I directed my soul to her,

and in purity | found her.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

10

R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.

The law of the Lord is perfect,
reviving the soul;

the decrees of the Lord are sure,
making wise the simple. R.

The precepts of the Lord are right,
rejoicing the heart;

the commandment of the Lord is clear,
enlightening the eyes. R.

The fear of the Lord is pure,
enduring forever;

the ordinances of the Lord are true
and righteous altogether. R.

More to be desired are they than gold,
even much fine gold;

sweeter also than honey,

and drippings of the honeycomb. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Give thanks to God our Father through Jesus Christ our Lord,

and may the fullness of his message live within you.

Psalm 19.7, 8, 9, 10 (R.8a)

Colossians 3.16a, 17¢
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GOSPEL Mark 11.27-33

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

By what authority are you doing these things?

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus and the disciples came to Jerusalem.

As he was walking in the temple,

the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders came to Jesus
and said, “By what authority are you doing these things?
Who gave you this authority to do them?”

Jesus said to them,

“I will ask you one question;

answer me, and | will tell you by what authority | do these things.
Did the baptism of John come from heaven,

or was it of human origin?

Answer me.”

They argued with one another,

“If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say,
‘Why then did you not believe him?’
But shall we say, ‘Of human origin’?”
—they were afraid of the crowd,

for all regarded John as truly a prophet.

So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.
And Jesus said to them,

“Neither will I tell you by what authority

| am doing these things.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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NINTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
353 MONDAY

FIRST READING Tobit 1.1ad, 2a, 3, 17; 2.1-8++

Tobit walked in the ways of truth and righteousness all the days of my life.

A reading from the book of Tobit.

1 This book tells the story of Tobit, son of Tobiel,
of the tribe of Naphtali,

2 who in the days of King Shalmaneser of the Assyrians,
was taken into captivity.
3 I, Tobit, walked in the ways of truth and righteousness

all the days of my life.

| performed many acts of charity for my kindred

for my people who had gone with me in exile to Nineveh.
17 | would give my food to the hungry

and my clothing to the naked;

and if | saw the dead body of any people

thrown out behind the wall of Nineveh,

| would bury it.

1 At our festival of Pentecost,

which is the sacred festival of weeks,

a good dinner was prepared for me and I reclined to eat.
2 When the table was set for me

and an abundance of food placed before me,

| said to my son Tobias,

“Go, my child, and bring whatever poor person you may find

of our people among the exiles in Nineveh,

who is wholeheartedly mindful of God,

and he shall eat together with me.

I will wait for you, until you come back.”

3 So Tobias went to look for some poor person of our people.
When he had returned he said, “Father!”
And | replied, “Here | am, my child.”
Then he went on to say, “Look, father,
one of our own people has been murdered
and thrown into the market place,
and now he lies there strangled.”
4 Then | sprang up,
left the dinner before even tasting it, []
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and removed the body from the square
and laid it in one of the rooms until sunset
when | might bury it.
5 When | returned, | washed myself and ate my food in sorrow.

6 Then | remembered the prophecy of Amos,
how he said against Bethel,
“Your festivals shall be turned into mourning,
and all your songs into lamentation.”
And | wept.
7 When the sun had set, | went and dug a grave and buried him.
8 And my neighbours laughed and said,
“Is he still not afraid?
He has already been hunted down
to be put to death for doing this, and he ran away;
yet here he is again burying the dead!”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 112.1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (R.1a)

R. Happy are those who fear the Lord.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Happy are those who fear the Lord,
who greatly delight in his commandments.

2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed. R.

3 Wealth and riches are in their houses,
and their righteousness endures forever.

4 They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright;
they are gracious, merciful, and righteous. R.

5 It is well with those who deal generously and lend,
who conduct their affairs with justice.

6 For the righteous will never be moved,;

they will be remembered forever. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness, firstborn from the dead;
you have loved us and washed away our sins in your blood.

Revelation 1.5ab
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GOSPEL Mark 12.1-12

The tenants seized the beloved son, killed him,
and threw him out of the vineyard.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 Jesus began to speak to the high priests and the scribes in parables.
“A man planted a vineyard, put a fence around it,
dug a pit for the wine press, and built a watchtower;
then he leased it to tenants and went to another country.
2 When the season came, he sent a slave to the tenants
to collect from them his share of the produce of the vineyard.
3 But they seized him, and beat him,
and sent him away empty-handed.

4 “And again he sent another slave to them;
this one they beat over the head and insulted.
5 Then he sent another, and that one they killed.

And so it was with many others;
some they beat, and others they killed.

6 “He had still one other, a beloved son.
Finally he sent him to them, saying,
‘“They will respect my son.’

7 But those tenants said to one another,
“This is the heir;
come, let us kill him,
and the inheritance will be ours.’

8 So they seized him, killed him,
and threw him out of the vineyard.

9 “What then will the owner of the vineyard do?

He will come and destroy the tenants

and give the vineyard to others.
10 Have you not read this scripture:

‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;
11 this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’?”

12 When the high priests and the scribes
realized that Jesus had told this parable against them,
they wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowd.
So they left him and went away.

The gospel of the Lord.
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354 TUESDAY

FIRST READING Tobit 2.9-14; 3.1++

Completely blind, Tobit did not turn against God.
A reading from the book of Tobit.

9 At night I, Tobit, tired from burying the dead,
washed myself and went into my courtyard
and slept by the wall of the courtyard;
and my face was uncovered because of the heat.

10 | did not know that there were sparrows on the wall;
their fresh droppings fell into my eyes and produced white films.
| went to physicians to be healed,
but the more they treated me with ointments
the more my vision was obscured by the white films,
until I became completely blind.

11 At that time, also, my wife Anna earned money as a weaver.
12 She used to send what she made to the owners
and they would pay wages to her.
One day, the seventh of Dystrus,
when she cut off a piece she had woven and sent it to the owners,
they paid her full wages
and also gave her a young goat for a meal.

13 When she returned to me, the goat began to bleat.
So I called her and said,
“Where did you get this goat?
It is surely not stolen, is it?
Return it to the owners;
for we have no right to eat anything stolen.”

14 But she said to me,
“It was given to me as a gift in addition to my wages.”
But | did not believe her, and told her to return it to the owners.
| became flushed with anger against her over this.
Then she replied to me,
“Where are your acts of charity?
Where are your righteous deeds?
These things are known about you!”

1 Then with much grief and anguish of heart | wept,
and with groaning began to pray.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 112.1-2, 7bc-8, 9 (R. see 7c¢)

R. The hearts of the just are secure,
trusting in the Lord.

1 Happy are those who fear the Lord,
who greatly delight in his commandments.
2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed. R.
7 They are not afraid of evil tidings;
their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord.
8 Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid;

in the end they will look in triumph on their foes. R.

9 They have distributed freely,
they have given to the poor;
their righteousness endures forever;
their name is exalted in honour. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION See Ephesians 1.17-18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our heart,
that we might see how great is the hope to which we are called.

GOSPEL Mark 12.13-17

Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

13 Some Pharisees and some Herodians were sent to Jesus
to trap him in what he said.
14 And they came and said to him,
“Teacher, we know that you are sincere,
and show deference to no one;
for you do not regard people with partiality,
but teach the way of God in accordance with truth.
Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?
15 Should we pay them, or should we not?”
But knowing their hypocrisy, Jesus said to them,
“Why are you putting me to the test?
Bring me a denarius and let me see it.”
16 And they brought one.
Then he said to them,
“Whose head is this, and whose title?”
They answered, “The emperor’s.” U
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17 Jesus said to them,
“Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s,
and to God the things that are God’s.”
And they were utterly amazed at him.

The gospel of the Lord.

355 WEDNESDAY

FIRST READING Tobit 3.1-6a, 7-10a, 11-13, 15b-17a

The prayers of Tobit and Sarah were heard in the glorious presence of God.

A reading from the book of Tobit.

Tobit, who was blind and ridiculed by his neighbours,

even by his wife,
1 wept with much grief and anguish of the heart and began to pray saying:
2 “You are righteous, O Lord,

and all your deeds are just;

all your ways are mercy and truth;

you judge the world.

3 “And now, O Lord, remember me
and look favourably upon me.
Do not punish me for my sins
and for my unwitting offenses
and those that my ancestors committed before you.
They sinned against you,
4 and disobeyed your commandments.
So you gave us over to plunder, exile, and death,
to become the talk, the byword, and an object of reproach
among all the nations among whom you have dispersed us.
5 And now your many judgments are true
in exacting penalty from me for my sins.
For we have not kept your commandments
and have not walked in accordance with truth before you.

6 “So now deal with me as you will;
command my spirit to be taken from me,
so that | may be released from the face of the earth
and become dust.
For it is better for me to die than to live.”

224 NINTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR |



10

11

12

13

15

16

17

On the same day, at Ecbatana in Media,

it also happened that Sarah, the daughter of Raguel,

was reproached by one of her father’s maids.

For she had been married to seven husbands,

and the wicked demon Asmodeus had killed each of them
before they had been with her as is customary for wives.

So the maid said to her,

“You are the one who kills your husbands!

See, you have already been married to seven husbands
and have not borne the name of a single one of them.
Why do you beat us?

Because your husbands are dead?

Go with them!

May we never see a son or daughter of yours!”

On that day she was grieved in spirit and wept.

When she had gone up to her father’s upper room,
with hands outstretched toward the window,

she prayed and said,

“Blessed are you, merciful God!

Blessed is your name forever;

let all your works praise you forever.

And now, Lord, | turn my face to you,

and raise my eyes toward you.

Command that I be released from the earth

and not listen to such reproaches any more.

I am my father’s only child;

he has no other child to be his heir;

and he has no close relative or other kindred

for whom I should keep myself as wife.

Already seven husbands of mine have died.

Why should I still live?

But if it is not pleasing to you, O Lord, to take my life,
hear me in my disgrace.”

At that very moment,

the prayers of both of them were heard

in the glorious presence of God.

So the angel Raphael was sent to heal both of them:
Tobit, by removing the white films from his eyes,

so that he might see God’s light with his eyes;
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and Sarah, daughter of Raguel,
by giving her in marriage to Tobias son of Tobit,
and by setting her free from the wicked demon.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 25.2-3, 4-5ab, 6-7bc, 8-9 (R.1)
R. Toyou, O Lord, I lift my soul.

2 O my God, in you | trust;
do not let me be put to shame;
do not let my enemies exult over me.

3 Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;

let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. R.
4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord;

teach me your paths.
5 Lead me in your truth,

and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation. R.

6 Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord,
and of your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.

7 According to your steadfast love remember me,
for your goodness’ sake, O Lord! R.

8 Good and upright is the Lord,;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.

9 He leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble his way. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 11.25, 26

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord;
whoever believes in me will not die for ever.
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GOSPEL Mark 12.18-27

He is not the God of the dead, but of the living.
[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

18 Some Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection,
came to Jesus and asked him a question, saying,
19 “Teacher,
Moses wrote for us that
‘if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but no child,
the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother.’

20 “There were seven brothers;
the first married and, when he died, left no children;
21 and the second married her and died, leaving no children;
and the third likewise;
22 none of the seven left children.
Last of all the woman herself died.
23 In the resurrection whose wife will she be?
For the seven had married her.”

24 Jesus said to them,

“Is not this the reason you are wrong,

that you know neither the scriptures nor the power of God?
25 For when they rise from the dead,

they neither marry nor are given in marriage,

but are like angels in heaven.

26 “And as for the dead being raised,
have you not read in the book of Moses,
in the story about the bush, how God said to him,
‘l am the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?

27 “He is God not of the dead, but of the living;
you are quite wrong.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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356 THURSDAY

FIRST READING Tobit 4.20; 5.4; 6.10-11b; 7.1, 9-16; 8.1, 4-9++

20

10

11

10

The Lord sent me to you, Tobias, so that you and Sarah would marry.
“Lord, grant that Sarah and | may find mercy and grow old together.”

A reading from the book of Tobit.

Tobit called his son, Tobias, and said to him,

“And now, my son, let me explain to you

that | left ten talents of silver in trust with Gabias son of Gabrias,

at Rages in Media.”

So Tobias went out to look for a man to go with him to Media,
someone who was acquainted with the way.

He went out and found the angel Raphael standing in front of him,
but he did not perceive that he was an angel of God.

When Tobias and Raphael entered Media

and already were approaching Ecbatana,

Raphael said to the young man, Tobias,

“We must stay this night in the home of Raguel.

He is your relative, and he has a daughter named Sarah.”

Now when they entered Ecbatana, Tobias said to him,
“Brother Azariah, take me straight to our brother Raguel.”
So he took him to Raguel’s house,

where they found him sitting beside the courtyard door.
They greeted him first, and he replied,

“Joyous greetings, brothers;

welcome and good health!”

Then he brought them into his house.

Then Raguel slaughtered a ram from the flock
and received them very warmly.

When they had bathed and washed themselves
and had reclined to dine, Tobias said to Raphael,
“Brother Azariah, ask Raguel to give me my kinswoman Sarah.”
But Raguel overheard it and said to the lad,

“Eat and drink, and be merry tonight.

For no one except you, brother,

has the right to marry my daughter Sarah.
Likewise | am not at liberty to give her

to any other man than yourself,

because you are my nearest relative.
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But let me explain to you the true situation more fully, my child.
| have given her to seven men of our kinsmen,

and all died on the night when they went in to her.

But now, my child, eat and drink,

and the Lord will act on behalf of you both.”

But Tobias said,

“I will neither eat nor drink anything

until you settle the things that pertain to me.”

So Raguel said, “I will do so.

She is given to you in accordance with the decree in the book of Moses,
and it has been decreed from heaven that she be given to you.
Take your kinswoman;

from now on you are her brother and she is your sister.

She is given to you from today and forever.

May the Lord of heaven, my child,

guide and prosper you both this night

and grant you mercy and peace.”

Then Raguel summoned his daughter Sarah.

When she came to him

he took her by the hand and gave her to Tobias, saying,

“Take her to be your wife

in accordance with the law and decree written in the book of Moses.
Take her and bring her safely to your father.

And may the God of heaven prosper your journey with his peace.”

Then Raguel called her mother

and told her to bring writing material,

and he wrote out a copy of a marriage contract,
to the effect that he gave her to him as wife
according to the decree of the law of Moses.
Then they began to eat and drink.

Raguel called his wife Edna and said to her,

“Sister, get the other room ready, and take her there.”

So she went and made the bed in the room as he had told her,
and brought Sarah there.

She wept for her daughter.

Then, wiping away the tears, she said to Sarah,

“Take courage, my daughter;

the Lord of heaven grant you joy in place of your sorrow.
Take courage, my daughter.”

Then she went out.
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1 When they had finished eating and drinking they wanted to retire;
so they took the young man and brought him into the bedroom.

4 When the parents had gone out and shut the door of the room,
Tobias got out of bed and said to Sarah,
“Sister, get up, and let us pray and implore our Lord
that he grant us mercy and safety.”

5 So she got up, and they began to pray and implore
that they might be kept safe.
Tobias began by saying,
“Blessed are you, O God of our ancestors,
and blessed is your name in all generations forever.
Let the heavens and the whole creation bless you forever.
6 You made Adam, and for him you made his wife Eve
as a helper and support.
From the two of them the human race has sprung.
You said, "It is not good that the man should be alone;
let us make a helper for him like himself.’

7 “I now am taking this kinswoman of mine,
not because of lust, but with sincerity.
Grant that she and | may find mercy
and that we may grow old together.”

8 And they both said, “Amen, Amen.”
9 Then they went to sleep for the night.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 128.1-2, 3, 4-5 (R. see 1a)
R. Happy are those who fear the Lord.

1 Happy is everyone who fears the Lord,
who walks in his ways.

2 You shall eat the fruit of the labour of your hands;
you shall be happy, and it shall go well with you. R.

3 Your wife will be like a fruitful vine

within your house;
your children will be like olive shoots
around your table. R.

4 Thus shall the man be blessed who fears the Lord.
The Lord bless you from Zion.
May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
all the days of your life. R.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Our Saviour Jesus Christ has done away with death
and brought us life through the gospel.

See 2 Timothy 1.10

Mark 12.28-34

There is no other commandment greater than these.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

One of the scribes came near to Jesus and asked him,
“Which commandment is the first of all?”

Jesus answered, “The first is,

‘Hear, O lIsrael: the Lord our God, the Lord is one;
you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind,

and with all your strength.’

“The second is this,
‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.”

Then the scribe said to him,

“You are right, Teacher;

you have truly said that ‘he is one,

and besides him there is no other’;

and ‘to love him with all the heart,

and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,’
and ‘to love one’s neighbour as oneself,’

—this is much more important

than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him,
“You are not far from the kingdom of God.”
After that no one dared to ask him any question.

The gospel of the Lord.
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357 FRIDAY

FIRST READING Tobit 11.5-15

You afflicted me and had pity on me, and now | see my son Tobias.

A reading from the book of Tobit.

5 Tobit’s wife, Anna, sat looking intently down the road,
by which her son, Tobias, would come.

6 When she caught sight of him coming, she said to his father,
“Look, your son is coming,
and the man who went with him!”

7 Raphael said to Tobias, before he had approached his father,
“I know that his eyes will be opened.
8 Smear the gall of the fish on his eyes;
the medicine will make the white films shrink
and peel off from his eyes,
and your father will regain his sight and see the light.”

9 Then Anna ran up to her son
and threw her arms around him, saying,
“Now that | have seen you, my child, I am ready to die.”
And she wept.

10 Then Tobit got up
and came stumbling out through the courtyard door.
Tobias went up to him,

11 with the gall of the fish in his hand,
and holding him firmly, he blew into his eyes, saying,
“Take courage, father.”
With this he applied the medicine on his eyes,

12 and it made them smart.

13 Next, with both his hands
he peeled off the white films from the corners of his eyes.

Then Tobit saw his son and threw his arms around him,
14 and he wept and said to him,

“l see you, my son, the light of my eyes!”

Then Tobit said,

“Blessed be God,

and blessed be his great name,

and blessed be all his holy angels.

May his holy name be blessed throughout all the ages.
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15 Though he afflicted me,
he has had mercy upon me.
Now | see my son Tobias!”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 146.1-2ab, 6-7, 8-9ab, 9cd-10 (R.2b)

R. Praise the Lord, my soul!
or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Praise the Lord, O my soul!

2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God
all my life long. R.

6 It is thee Lord who keeps faith forever;
7 who executes justice for the oppressed;
who gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets the prisoners free. R.

8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind.

The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
9 The Lord watches over the strangers;

he upholds the orphan and the widow, R.

the Lord loves the righteous.

but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
10 The Lord will reign forever,

your God, O Zion, for all generations. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 14.23

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
All who love me will keep my words,

and my Father will love them,

and we will come to them.
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GOSPEL Mark 12.35-37

How can the Scribes say that the Christ is the son of David?

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

35 While Jesus was teaching in the temple, he said,
“How can the scribes say that the Christ is the son of David?
36 David himself, by the Holy Spirit, declared,
‘The Lord said to my Lord,
Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet.’
37 David himself calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?”
And the large crowd was listening to him with delight.

The gospel of the Lord.

358 SATURDAY

FIRST READING Tobit 12.1-20

I am ascending to him who sent me; bless God forevermore.

A reading from the book of Tobit.

1 After the angel Raphael brought Tobias home,
Tobit said to his son,
“My child, see to paying the wages of the man who went with you,
and give him a bonus as well.”
2 Tobias replied,
“Father, how much shall I pay him?
It would do no harm
to give him half of the possessions brought back with me.
3 For he has led me back to you safely,
he cured my wife,
he brought the money back with me,
and he healed you.
How much extra shall I give him as a bonus?”

4 Tobit said, “He deserves, my child,
to receive half of all that he brought back.”

5 So Tobias called Raphael and said,
“Take for your wages half of all that you brought back,
and farewell.”
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Then Raphael called the two of them privately and said to them,
“Bless God and acknowledge him in the presence of all the living
for the good things he has done for you.

Bless and sing praise to his name.

With fitting honour declare to all people the deeds of God.

Do not be slow to acknowledge him.

It is good to conceal the secret of a king,

but to acknowledge and reveal the works of God,

and with fitting honour to acknowledge him.

Do good and evil will not overtake you.

“Prayer with fasting is good,

but better than both is almsgiving with righteousness.

A little with righteousness is better than wealth with wrongdoing.
For almsgiving saves from death and purges away every sin.
Those who give alms will enjoy a full life,

but those who commit sin and do wrong

are their own worst enemies.

“I will now declare the whole truth to you

and will conceal nothing from you.

Already | have declared it to you when 1 said,

‘It is good to conceal the secret of a king,

but to reveal with due honour the works of God.’
So now when you and Sarah prayed,

it was | who brought and read the record of your prayer
before the glory of the Lord,

and likewise whenever you would bury the dead.
And that time when you did not hesitate to get up
and leave your dinner to go and bury the dead,

| was sent to you to test you.

And at the same time God sent me

to heal you and Sarah your daughter-in-law.

“I am Raphael, one of the seven angels
who stand ready and enter before the glory of the Lord.”

The two of them were shaken;

they fell face down, for they were afraid.

But he said to them, “Do not be afraid;

peace be with you.

Bless God forevermore.

As for me, when | was with you,

| was not acting on my own will, but by the will of God.
Bless him each and every day; sing his praises.
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19 Although you were watching me,
| really did not eat or drink anything—
but what you saw was a vision.
20 So now get up from the ground,
and acknowledge God.
See, | am ascending to him who sent me.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL CANTICLE Tobit 13.2, 6a, 6b, 6¢, 6d (R.2)

R. Blessed be God, who lives for ever.

2 God afflicts, and he shows mercy;
he leads down to Hades in the lowest regions of the earth,
and he brings up from the great abyss,
and there is nothing that can escape his hand. R.

6 If you turn to him with all your heart and with all your soul,
to do what is true before him,
then he will turn to you
and will no longer hide his face from you. R.

So now see what he has done for you;
acknowledge him at the top of your voice.
Bless the Lord of righteousness,

and exalt the King of the ages. R.

In the land of my exile

I acknowledge him,

and show his power and majesty
to a nation of sinners. R.

Turn back, you sinners,

and do what is right before him;

perhaps he may look with favour upon you
and show you mercy. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Matthew 5.3

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed are the poor in spirit;
the kingdom of heaven is theirs!
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GOSPEL Mark 12.38-44

This poor widow has put in more than all the others.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

38 When Jesus was teaching the crowd, he said,
“Beware of the scribes,
who like to walk around in long robes,
and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces,
39 and to have the best seats in the synagogues
and places of honour at banquets!
40 They devour widows’ houses
and for the sake of appearance say long prayers.
They will receive the greater condemnation.”

41 Jesus sat down opposite the treasury,
and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury.
Many rich people put in large sums.

42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins,
which are worth a penny.

43 Then he called his disciples and said to them,
“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more
than all those who are contributing to the treasury.

44 For all of them have contributed out of their abundance;
but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had,
all she had to live on.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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FIRST WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
305 MONDAY

When the Baptism of the Lord is celebrated on the Monday of the First Week of Ordinary Time, the
readings assigned to Monday may be joined to those of Tuesday so that the opening of each book will
be read.

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 1.1-8

Hannah’s rivals taunt her because she is childless.

A reading from the book of Samuel.

1 There was a certain man of Ramathaim,

a Zuphite from the hill country of Ephraim,
whose name was Elkanah, an Ephraimite.

2 He had two wives; the name of the one was Hannah,
and the name of the other Peninnah.

Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children.

3 Now this man used to go up year by year from his town
to worship and to sacrifice to the Lord of hosts at Shiloh,
where the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas,
were priests of the Lord.

4 On the day when Elkanah sacrificed,
he would give portions to his wife Peninnah
and to all her sons and daughters;

5 but to Hannah he gave a double portion,
because he loved her,
though the Lord had closed her womb.

6 Her rival used to provoke her severely, to irritate her,
because the Lord had closed her womb.
7 So it went on year by year;

as often as she went up to the house of the Lord,
she used to provoke her.
Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat.
8 Her husband Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep?
Why do you not eat? Why is your heart sad?
Am | not more to you than ten sons?”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 116.12-13, 14+17, 18-19 (R.17)
R. Toyou, Lord, I will offer a sacrifice of praise.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times.)

12 What shall I return to the Lord
for all his bounty to me?

13 I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the Lord. R.
14 I will pay my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people.
17 I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice
and call on the name of the Lord. R.
18 I will pay my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people,
19 in the courts of the house of the Lord,

in your midst, O Jerusalem. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mark 1.15

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The kingdom of God is near:
repent and believe the good news!

GOSPEL Mark 1.14-20

Repent and believe in the good news.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

14 Now after John was arrested,

Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news
15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled,

and the kingdom of God has come near;

repent, and believe in the good news.”

16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee,
he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea,
for they were fishermen.
17 And Jesus said to them,
“Follow me and | will make you fishers of people.”
18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. []
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19 As he went a little farther,
he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John,
who were in their boat mending the nets.
20 Immediately he called them;
and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men,
and followed him.

The gospel of the Lord.

306 TUESDAY

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 1.9-20

The Lord showed favour to Hannah and she bore a son.

A reading from the book of Samuel.

Elkanah, his wives and children offered sacrifice
at the temple in Shiloh,
and then sat down to eat the sacrificial meal.

9 After they had eaten and drunk,
Hannah rose and presented herself before the Lord.
Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat
beside the doorpost of the temple of the Lord.

10 She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord,
and wept bitterly.

1 She made this vow:
“O Lord of hosts,
if only you will look on the misery of your servant,
and remember me, and not forget your servant,
but will give to your servant a male child,
then | will set him before you as a nazirite
until the day of his death.
He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants,
and no razor shall touch his head.”

12 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.
13 Hannah was praying silently;

only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard;

therefore Eli thought she was drunk.
14 So Eli said to her,

“How long will you make a drunken spectacle of yourself?

Put away your wine.”
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15 But Hannah answered,
“No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled;
| have drunk neither wine nor strong drink,
but | have been pouring out my soul before the Lord.
16 Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman,
for | have been speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation
all this time.”

17 Then Eli answered, “Go in peace;
the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”

18 And she said, “Let your servant find favour in your sight.”
Then the woman went to her quarters, ate and drank with her husband,
and her countenance was sad no longer.

19 They rose early in the morning and worshipped before the Lord;
then they went back to their house at Ramah.
Elkanah knew his wife Hannah,
and the Lord remembered her.
20 In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son.
She named him Samuel,
for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL CANTICLE 1 Samuel 2.1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd (R.1)

R. My heart rejoices in the Lord, my Saviour.

1 My heart exults in the Lord;
my strength is exalted in my God.
My mouth derides my enemies,
because | rejoice in my victory. R.

4 The bows of the mighty are broken,
but the feeble gird on strength.
5 Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread,

but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.
The barren has borne seven,
but she who has many children is forlorn. R.

6 The Lord kills and brings to life;
he brings down to Sheol and raises up.

7 The Lord makes poor and makes rich;
he brings low, he also exalts. R.
8 He raises up the poor from the dust;

he lifts the needy from the ash heap,
to make them sit with princes
and inherit a seat of honour. R.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 1 Thessalonians 2.13

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Receive this message not as human words,
but as truly the word of God.

GOSPEL Mark 1.21-28

21

22

23
24

25

26

27

28

Jesus taught them as one having authority.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus and the disciples went to Capernaum;

and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught.
The people were astounded at his teaching,

for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit,
and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?
Have you come to destroy us?

| know who you are, the Holy One of God.”

But Jesus rebuked him, saying,

“Be silent, and come out of him!”

And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice,
came out of him.

They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another,
“What is this? A new teaching—with authority!
He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.”

At once Jesus’ fame began to spread
throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

The gospel of the Lord.
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307 WEDNESDAY

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 3.1-10, 19-20

Speak Lord, your servant is listening.

A reading from the first book of Samuel.

At the temple in Shiloh,

1 the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli.
The word of the Lord was rare in those days;
visions were not widespread.

2 At that time Eli,
whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see,
was lying down in his room;
3 the lamp of God had not yet gone out,
and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord,
where the ark of God was.

4 Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!”
and he said, “Here | am!”
5 and ran to Eli, and said, “Here | am, for you called me.”

But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.”
So Samuel went and lay down.

6 The Lord called again, “Samuel!”
Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said,
“Here | am, for you called me.”
But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.”

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord,
and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him.
8 The Lord called Samuel again, a third time.

And he got up and went to Eli, and said,

“Here | am, for you called me.”

Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy.
9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel,

“Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say,

“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”

So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

10 Now the Lord came and stood there,
calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!”
And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” [
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19

20

As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him

and let none of his words fall to the ground.

And all Israel from Daniel to Beer-sheba

knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 40.1+4, 6-7a, 7b-8, 9 (R.7-8)

R. Here am I, Lord, | come to do your will.

| waited patiently for the Lord,;

he inclined to me and heard my cry.
Happy are those

who make the Lord their trust,

who do not turn to the proud,

to those who go astray after false gods. R.

Sacrifice and offering you do not desire,

but you have given me an open ear.

Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required.
Then | said, “Here | am.” R.

“In the scroll of the book it is written of me.
I delight to do your will, O my God,
your law is within my heart.” R.

I have told the glad news of deliverance
in the great congregation;

see, | have not restrained my lips,

as you know, O Lord. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 10.27

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord:

I know them, and they follow me.

GOSPEL Mark 1.29-39

29

30

Jesus cured many who were sick with various diseases.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

As soon as Jesus and the disciples left the synagogue,

they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John.
Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever,

and they told him about her at once.
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31 Jesus came and took her by the hand and lifted her up.
Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.

32 That evening, at sundown,

they brought to Jesus all who were sick or possessed with demons.
33 And the whole city was gathered around the door.
34 And he cured many who were sick with various diseases,

and cast out many demons;

and he would not permit the demons to speak,

because they knew him.

35 In the morning, while it was still very dark,

Jesus got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed.
36 And Simon and his companions hunted for him.
37 When they found him, they said to him,

“Everyone is searching for you.”

38 Jesus answered, “Let us go on to the neighbouring towns,
so that | may proclaim the message there also;
for that is what | came out to do.”

39 And Jesus went throughout Galilee,
proclaiming the message in their synagogues
and casting out demons.

The gospel of the Lord.

308 THURSDAY

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 4.1¢-11

Israel was defeated; the ark of God was seized.
A reading from the first book of Samuel.

1 In those days the Philistines mustered for war against Israel,
and Israel went out to battle against them;
they encamped at Ebenezer,
and the Philistines encamped at Aphek.

2 The Philistines drew up in line against Israel,
and when the battle was joined,
Israel was defeated by the Philistines,
who killed about four thousand men on the field of battle.

3 When the troops came to the camp, the elders of Israel said,
“Why has the Lord put us to rout today before the Philistines?
Let us bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord here from Shiloh, H
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so that he may come among us
and save us from the power of our enemies.”

4 So the people sent to Shiloh,
and brought from there the ark of the covenant of the Lord of hosts,
who is enthroned on the cherubim.
The two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there
with the ark of the covenant of God.
5 When the ark of the covenant of the Lord came into the camp,
all Israel gave a mighty shout, so that the earth resounded.

6 When the Philistines heard the noise of the shouting, they said,
“What does this great shouting in the camp of the Hebrews mean?”
When they learned that the ark of the Lord had come to the camp,

7 the Philistines were afraid;
for they said, “Gods have come into the camp.”

They also said, “Woe to us!
For nothing like this has happened before.

8 Woe to us! Who can deliver us from the power of these mighty gods?
These are the gods who struck the Egyptians
with every sort of plague in the wilderness.

9 Take courage, and be men, O Philistines,
in order not to become slaves to the Hebrews
as they have been to you;
be men and fight.”

10 So the Philistines fought;
Israel was defeated, and they fled, everyone to his home.
There was a very great slaughter,
for there fell of Israel thirty thousand foot soldiers.
11 The ark of God was captured;
and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 44.9-10, 13-14, 23-24 (R.26)

R. Save us Lord, in your mercy.

9 You have rejected us and abased us, O God,
and have not gone out with our armies.

10 You made us turn back from the foe,
and our enemies have taken the spoils. R.

248 FIRST WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR 11



You have made us the taunt of our neighbours,
the derision and scorn of those around us.
14 You have made us a byword among the nations,
a laughingstock among the peoples. R.
23 Rouse yourself! Why do you sleep, O Lord?
Awake, do not cast us off forever!
24 Why do you hide your face?
Why do you forget our affliction and oppression? R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Matthew 4.23

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom
and healed all who were sick.

GOSPEL Mark 1.40-45

The man with leprosy was made clean.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

40 A man with leprosy came to Jesus begging him,
and kneeling the man said to Jesus,
“If you choose, you can make me clean.”
41 Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him,
and said to him, “I do choose. Be made clean!”
42 Immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean.
43 After sternly warning him he sent him away at once,
44 saying to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone;
but go, show yourself to the priest,
and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded,
as a testimony to them.”
45 But the man went out and began to proclaim it freely,
and to spread the word,
so that Jesus could no longer go into a town openly,
but stayed out in the country;
and people came to him from every quarter.

The gospel of the Lord.
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309 FRIDAY

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 8.4-7, 10-22a

You will cry out because of a king that you have chosen for yourselves.
But the Lord will not hear you.

A reading from the first book of Samuel.

4 All the elders of Israel gathered together
and came to Samuel at Ramah,
5 and said to him,

“You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways;
appoint for us, then, a king to govern us, like other nations.”
6 But the thing displeased Samuel
when they said, “Give us a king to govern us.”
Samuel prayed to the Lord,
7 and the Lord said to Samuel,
“Listen to the voice of the people in all that they say to you;
for they have not rejected you,
but they have rejected me from being king over them.”

10 So Samuel reported all the words of the Lord
to the people who were asking him for a king.
1n He said, “These will be the ways of the king
who will reign over you:
he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots
and to be his horsemen, and to run before his chariots;
12 and he will appoint for himself
commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties,
and some to plough his ground and to reap his harvest,
and to make his implements of war and the equipment of his chariots.

13 “He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers.
14 He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards
and give them to his courtiers.
15 He will take one-tenth of your grain and of your vineyards
and give it to his officers and his courtiers.
16 He will take your male and female slaves,
and the best of your cattle and donkeys,
and put them to his work.
17 He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves.
18 And in that day you will cry out because of your king,
whom you have chosen for yourselves;
but the Lord will not answer you in that day.”
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19

20

21

22

But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel,

they said, “No! but we are determined to have a king over us,
so that we also may be like other nations,

and that our king may govern us

and go out before us and fight our battles.”

When Samuel had heard all the words of the people,
he repeated them in the ears of the Lord.

The Lord said to Samuel,

“Listen to their voice and set a king over them.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 89.15-16, 17-18 (R.1)

15

16

17

18

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

Happy are the people who know the festal shout,
who walk, O Lord, in the light of your countenance;
they exult in your name all day long,

and extol your righteousness. R.

For you are the glory of their strength;
by your favour our horn is exalted.
For our shield belongs to the Lord,
our king to the Holy One of Israel. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 7.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
A great prophet has appeared among us;

God has visited his people.

GOSPEL Mark 2.1-12

The Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days,

it was reported that he was at home.

So many gathered around that there was no longer room for them,
not even in front of the door;

and he was speaking the word to them.

Then some people came,
bringing to him a man who was paralyzed, carried by four of them. [l
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10

11
12

And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd,
they removed the roof above him;

and after having dug through it,

they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay.

When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man who was paralyzed,
“Son, your sins are forgiven.”

Now some of the scribes were sitting there,

guestioning in their hearts,

“Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy!

Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

At once Jesus perceived in his spirit

that they were discussing these questions among themselves;
and he said to them,

“Why do you raise such questions in your hearts?

Which is easier,

to say to the one who was paralyzed, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’
or to say, ‘Stand up and take your mat and walk’?

But so that you may know

that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”
he said to the man who was paralyzed—

“I say to you, stand up, take your mat and go to your home.”
And the man stood up, and immediately took the mat

and went out before all of them:;

so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying,

“We have never seen anything like this!”

The gospel of the Lord.

310 SATURDAY

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 9.1-4, 17-19; 10.1a

Here is the man of whom the Lord spoke; Saul shall rule his people.

A reading from the first book of Samuel.

There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish

son of Abiel, son of Zeror, son of Becorath, son of Aphiah,

a Benjaminite, a man of wealth.

He had a son whose name was Saul, a handsome young man.

There was not a man among the people of Israel more handsome than he;
he stood head and shoulders above everyone else.
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17

18

19

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, had strayed.

So Kish said to his son Saul,

“Take one of the boys with you; go and look for the donkeys.”
He passed through the hill country of Ephraim

and passed through the land of Shalishah,

but they did not find them.

And they passed through the land of Shaalim,

but they were not there.

Then he passed through the land of Benjamin,

but they did not find them.

When Samuel saw Saul,

the Lord told him, “Here is the man of whom | spoke to you.
He it is who shall rule over my people.”

Then Saul approached Samuel inside the gate, and said,

“Tell me, please, where is the house of the seer?”

Samuel answered Saul, “I am the seer;

go up before me to the shrine, for today you shall eat with me,
and in the morning I will let you go

and will tell you all that is on your mind.

Samuel took a vial of oil and poured it on his head, and kissed him;

he said, “The Lord has anointed you ruler over his people Israel.
You shall reign over the people of the Lord

and you will save them from the hand of their enemies all around.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

R. Lord, your strength gives joy to the king.

In your strength the king rejoices, O Lord,

and in your help how greatly he exults!

You have given him his heart’s desire,

and have not withheld the request of his lips. R.

For you meet him with rich blessings;

you set a crown of fine gold on his head.
He asked you for life; you gave it to him—
length of days forever and ever. R.

His glory is great through your help;

splendour and majesty you bestow on him.

You bestow on him blessings forever;

you make him glad with the joy of your presence. R.

Psalm 21.1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (R.1)
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 4.18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Lord sent me to bring good news to the poor
and freedom to prisoners.

GOSPEL Mark 2.13-17

I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

13 Jesus went out beside the sea;

the whole crowd gathered around him, and he taught them.
14 As he was walking along,

he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth,

and he said to him, “Follow me.”

And he got up and followed him.

15 And as Jesus sat at dinner in Levi’s house,
many tax collectors and sinners
were also sitting with Jesus and his disciples,
for there were many who followed him.

16 When the scribes of the Pharisees saw
that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors,
they said to his disciples,
“Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

17 When Jesus heard this, he said to them,
“Those who are well have no need of a physician,
but those who are sick do;
I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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SECOND WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
311 MONDAY

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 15.16-23

To obey is better than to offer sacrifice;
Because you rejected God’s word God rejects you as king.

A reading from the first book of Samuel.

16 Samuel said to Saul,
“Stop! I will tell you what the Lord said to me last night.”
He replied, “Speak.”

17 Samuel said, “Though you are little in your own eyes,
are you not the head of the tribes of Israel?
The Lord anointed you king over Israel.

18 And the Lord sent you on a mission,
and said, ‘Go, utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites,
and fight against them until they are consumed.’

19 Why then did you not obey the voice of the Lord?
Why did you swoop down on the spoil,
and do what was evil in the sight of the Lord?”

20 Saul said to Samuel, “I have obeyed the voice of the Lord,
I have gone on the mission on which the Lord sent me,
| have brought Agag the king of Amalek,
and | have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.
21 But from the spoil
the people took sheep and cattle,
the best of the things devoted to destruction,
to sacrifice to the Lord your God in Gilgal.”

22 And Samuel said,
“Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,
as in obeying the voice of the Lord?
Surely, to obey is better than sacrifice,
and to heed than the fat of rams.
23 For rebellion is no less a sin than divination,
and stubbornness is like iniquity and idolatry.

“Because you have rejected the word of the Lord,
he has also rejected you from being king.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 50.8-9, 16bc-17, 21+23 (R.23)

R. 1 will show the salvation of God to those who do right.

8 Not for your sacrifices do | rebuke you;
your burnt offerings are continually before me.
9 I will not accept a bull from your house,
or goats from your folds. R.
16 What right have you to recite my statutes,
or take my covenant on your lips?
17 For you hate discipline,

and you cast my words behind you. R.
21 These things you have done and | have been silent;
you thought that | was one just like yourself.
23 Those who bring thanksgiving as their sacrifice honour me;

to those who go the right way
I will show the salvation of God.” R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Hebrews 4.12

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The word of God is living and active;
it probes the thoughts and motives of the heart.

GOSPEL Mark 2.18-22

The bridegroom is with them.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

18 John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting;
and people came and said to Jesus,
“Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast,
but your disciples do not fast?”

19 Jesus said to them,
“The wedding guests cannot fast
while the bridegroom is with them, can they?
As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.
20 The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them,
and then they will fast on that day.

21 “No one sews a piece of unshrunken cloth on an old cloak;
otherwise, the patch pulls away from it,
the new from the old,
and a worse tear is made.
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22 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins;
otherwise, the wine will burst the skins,
and the wine is lost,
and so are the skins;
but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins.”

The gospel of the Lord.

312 TUESDAY

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 16.1-13

Samuel anointed David among his brothers,
and the Spirit of the Lord came upon him.

A reading from the first book of Samuel.

1 The Lord said to Samuel,
“How long will you grieve over Saul?
I have rejected him from being king over Israel.
Fill your horn with oil and set out;
I will send you to Jesse of Bethlehem,
for | have provided for myself a king among his sons.”

2 Samuel said, “How can | go?
If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.”
And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say,
‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’
3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice,
and I will show you what you shall do;
and you shall anoint for me the one whom | name to you.”

4 Samuel did what the Lord commanded,
and came to Bethlehem.
The elders of the city came to meet him trembling,
and said, “Do you come peaceably?”
5 He said, “Peaceably;
| have come to sacrifice to the Lord;
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.”
And he sanctified Jesse and his sons
and invited them to the sacrifice. M
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6 When they came, Samuel looked on Eliab and thought,
“Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.”

7 But the Lord said to Samuel,
“Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature,
because | have rejected him;
for the Lord does not see as mortals see;
they look on the outward appearance,
but the Lord looks on the heart.”

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel.
Samuel said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.”
9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by.

And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.”
10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel,

and Samuel said to Jesse,

“The Lord has not chosen any of these.”

11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?”
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest,
but he is keeping the sheep.”
And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him;
for we will not sit down until he comes here.”
12 He sent and brought him in.
Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome.

The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.”
13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil,

and anointed him in the presence of his brothers;

and the spirit of the Lord

came mightily upon David from that day forward.

Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.
The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 89.19, 20-21, 26-27 (R.20)

R. | have found David, my servant.

19 You spoke in a vision
to your faithful one, and said:
“I have set the crown on one who is mighty,
I have exalted one chosen from the people.” R.

20
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“I have found my servant David,;
with my holy oil I have anointed him;

21 my hand shall always remain with him;
my arm also shall strengthen him.” R.
26 He shall cry to me, “You are my Father,
my God, and the Rock of my salvation!”
27 I will make him the firstborn,

the highest of the kings of the earth. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Ephesians 1.17-18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our heart,
that we might see how great is the hope to which we are called.

GOSPEL Mark 2.23-28

The sabbath was made for people and not people for the sabbath.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

23 One sabbath Jesus and his disciples were going through the grainfields;
and as they made their way
his disciples began to pluck heads of grain.

24 The Pharisees said to him,
“Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?”

25 And Jesus said to them,
“Have you never read what David did
when he and his companions were hungry and in need of food?
26 He entered the house of God, when Abiathar was high priest,
and ate the bread of the Presence,
which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat,
and he gave some to his companions.”

27 Then Jesus said to them,
“The sabbath was made for people,
and not people for the sabbath;
28 so the Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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313 WEDNESDAY

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 17.32-33, 37, 40-51

32

33

37

40

41

42

43

44

45

David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone.

A reading from the first book of Samuel.

The Philistines gathered their armies for battle

and encamped opposite the Israelites.

And there came out of the Philistine camp a champion named Goliath,
who challenged the Israelites to choose a man to fight him.

All the Israelites, when they saw Goliath,

fled from him and were very much afraid.

David said to Saul, “Let no one’s heart fail because of him;
your servant will go and fight with this Philistine.”

Saul said to David,

“You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him;
for you are just a boy,

and he has been a warrior from his youth.”

David said, “The Lord, who saved me

from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear,
will save me from the hand of this Philistine.”

So Saul said to David,

“Go, and may the Lord be with you!”

Then he took his staff in his hand,

and chose five smooth stones from the wadi,

and put them in his shepherd’s bag, in the pouch;
his sling was in his hand,

and he drew near to the Philistine.

The Philistine came on and drew near to David,
with his shield-bearer in front of him.

When the Philistine looked and saw David,

he disdained him, for he was only a youth,

ruddy and handsome in appearance.

The Philistine said to David,

“Am | a dog, that you come to me with sticks?”
And the Philistine cursed David by his gods.
The Philistine said to David, “Come to me,
and | will give your flesh to the birds of the air
and to the wild animals of the field.”

But David said to the Philistine,
“You come to me with sword and spear and javelin;

260 SECOND WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR 1l



46

47

48

49

50

51

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts,
the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.

“This very day the Lord will deliver you into my hand,

and I will strike you down and cut off your head;

and | will give the dead bodies of the Philistine army this very day
to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the earth,

so that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel,

and that all this assembly may know

that the Lord does not save by sword and spear;

for the battle is the Lord’s and he will give you into our hand.”

When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David,

David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the Philistine.
David put his hand in his bag,

took out a stone, slung it,

and struck the Philistine on his forehead;

the stone sank into his forehead,

and he fell face down on the ground.

So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone,
striking down the Philistine and killing him;
there was no sword in David’s hand.

Then David ran and stood over the Philistine;
he grasped the Philistine’s sword,

drew it out of its sheath, and killed him;

then he cut off his head with it.

When the Philistines saw that their champion was dead,
they fled.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

R. Blessed be the Lord, my rock.

Blessed be the Lord, my rock,
who trains my hands for war,
and my fingers for battle. R.

my rock and my fortress,

my stronghold and my deliverer,

my shield, in whom | take refuge,

who subdues the peoples under me. R.
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9 I will sing a new song to you, O God,
upon a ten-stringed harp | will play to you,
10 the one who gives victory to kings,
who rescues his servant David. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Matthew 4.23

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom
and healed all who were sick.

GOSPEL Mark 3.1-6

Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath?

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 Jesus entered the synagogue,
and a man was there who had a withered hand.
2 The Pharisees watched Jesus

to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath,
so that they might accuse him.

3 And Jesus said to the man who had the withered hand,
“Come forward.”
4 Then he said to the Pharasees,

“Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath,
to save life or to kill?”
But they were silent.

5 Jesus looked around at them with anger;
he was grieved at their hardness of heart
and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.”
He stretched it out, and his hand was restored.

6 The Pharisees went out
and immediately conspired with the Herodians against Jesus,
how to destroy him.

The gospel of the Lord.
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314 THURSDAY

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 18.6-9; 19.1-7

My father Saul is trying to kill you.
A reading from the first book of Samuel.

6 While the armies were coming home,
when David returned from killing the Philistine,
the women came out of all the towns of Israel, singing and dancing,
to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with songs of joy,
and with musical instruments.
7 And the women sang to one another as they made merry,
“Saul has killed his thousands,
and David his ten thousands.”

8 Saul was very angry, for this saying displeased him.
He said, “They have ascribed to David ten thousands,
and to me they have ascribed thousands;
what more can he have but the kingdom?”

o So Saul eyed David from that day on.

1 Saul spoke with his son Jonathan
and with all his servants about killing David.
But Saul’s son Jonathan took great delight in David.

2 Jonathan told David, “My father Saul is trying to Kill you;
therefore be on guard tomorrow morning;
stay in a secret place and hide yourself.

3 | will go out and stand beside my father in the field where you are,
and | will speak to my father about you;
if I learn anything I will tell you.”

4 Jonathan spoke well of David to his father Saul, saying to him,
“The king should not sin against his servant David,
because he has not sinned against you,
and because his deeds have been of good service to you;

5 for he took his life in his hand when he attacked the Philistine,
and the Lord brought about a great victory for all Israel.
You saw it, and rejoiced,;
why then will you sin against an innocent person
by killing David without cause?” [
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6 Saul heeded the voice of Jonathan;
Saul swore, “As the Lord lives, he shall not be put to death.”
7 So Jonathan called David and related all these things to him.
Jonathan then brought David to Saul,
and he was in his presence as before.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 56.1-2, 8-9ab, 9¢-11, 12-13 (R.4)
R. In God I trust; | am not afraid.

1 Be gracious to me, O God, for people trample on me;
all day long foes oppress me;

2 my enemies trample on me all day long,
for many fight against me. R.

8 You have kept count of my tossings;

put my tears in your bottle.
Are they not in your record?

9 Then my enemies will retreat
in the day when | call. R.

This | know, that God is for me.

10 In God, whose word | praise,
in the Lord, whose word | praise,
11 in God | trust; I am not afraid.
What can a mere mortal do to me? R.
12 My vows to you | must perform, O God;
I will render thank offerings to you.
13 For you have delivered my soul from death,

and my feet from falling,
so that I may walk before God
in the light of life. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 2 Timothy 1.10b

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Our Saviour Jesus Christ has done away with death
and brought us life through the gospel.
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GOSPEL Mark 3.7-12

The unclean spirits shouted: “You are the Son of God.”
Jesus ordered them not to make him known.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

7 Jesus departed with his disciples to the sea,
and a great multitude from Galilee followed him;
8 hearing all that he was doing,

they came to him in great numbers
from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, beyond the Jordan,
and the region around Tyre and Sidon.

9 Jesus told his disciples to have a boat ready for him
because of the crowd,
so that they would not crush him;
10 for he had cured many,
so that all who had diseases pressed upon him to touch him.

1n Whenever the unclean spirits saw Jesus,
they fell down before him and shouted,
“You are the Son of God!”
12 But he sternly ordered them not to make him known.

The gospel of the Lord.

315 FRIDAY

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 24.2-21

God forbid that I should raise my hand against the Lord’s anointed.
A reading from the first book of Samuel.

2 Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel,
and went to look for David and his men
in the direction of the Rocks of the Wild Goats.
3 He came to the sheepfolds beside the road, where there was a cave;
and Saul went in to relieve himself.
Now David and his men were sitting in the innermost parts of the cave.
4 The men of David said to him,
“Here is the day of which the Lord said to you,
‘I will give your enemy into your hand,
and you shall do to him as it seems good to you.™” [
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Then David went and stealthily cut off a corner of Saul’s cloak.
5 Afterward David was stricken to the heart

because he had cut off a corner of Saul’s cloak.
6 He said to his men, “The Lord forbid

that | should do this thing to my lord, the Lord’s anointed,

to raise my hand against him;

for he is the Lord’s anointed.”
7 So David scolded his men severely

and did not permit them to attack Saul.

Then Saul got up and left the cave, and went on his way.

8 Afterwards David also rose up and went out of the cave
and called after Saul, “My lord the king!”
When Saul looked behind him,
David bowed with his face to the ground, and did obeisance.
9 David said to Saul,
“Why do you listen to the words of those who say,
‘David seeks to do you harm’?
10 This very day your eyes have seen
how the Lord gave you into my hand in the cave;
and some urged me to kill you, but | spared you.
I said, ‘I will not raise my hand against my lord;
for he is the Lord’s anointed.’

1 “See, my father, see the corner of your cloak in my hand;
for by the fact that | cut off the corner of your cloak,
and did not kill you,
you may know for certain
that there is no wrong or treason in my hands.
| have not sinned against you,
though you are hunting me to take my life.

12 May the Lord judge between me and you!

May the Lord avenge me on you;
but my hand shall not be against you.

13 As the ancient proverb says,

‘Out of the wicked comes forth wickedness’;
but my hand shall not be against you.

14 Against whom has the king of Israel come out?
Whom do you pursue? A dead dog? A single flea?

15 May the Lord therefore be judge,
and give sentence between me and you.

May he see to it, and plead my cause,
and vindicate me against you.”
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When David had finished speaking these words to Saul,

Saul said, “Is this your voice, my son David?”
Saul lifted up his voice and wept.

He said to David,

“You are more righteous than I;

for you have repaid me good,

whereas | have repaid you evil.

Today you have explained how you have dealt well with me,
in that you did not kill me when the Lord put me into your hands.

For who has ever found an enemy,

and sent the enemy safely away?

So may the Lord reward you with good
for what you have done to me this day.
Now I know that you shall surely be king,

and that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in your hand.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

10

R. Have mercy on me, God, have mercy.

Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me,
for in you my soul takes refuge;

in the shadow of your wings | will take refuge,
until the destroying storms pass by. R.

I cry to God Most High,

to God who fulfills his purpose for me.

He will send from heaven and save me,

he will put to shame those who trample on me.
God will send forth his steadfast love

and his faithfulness. R.

Be exalted, O God, above the heavens.

Let your glory be over all the earth.

For your steadfast love is as high as the heavens;
your faithfulness extends to the clouds. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself;

and the good news of reconciliation he has entrusted to us.

Psalm 57.1, 2-3, 5+10 (R.1)

2 Corinthians 5.19
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GOSPEL Mark 3.13-19

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

Jesus called the ones he wanted to be with him.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus went up the mountain

and called to him those whom he wanted, and they came to him.
And he appointed twelve, whom he also named apostles,

to be with him, and to be sent out to proclaim the message,

and to have authority to cast out demons.

So Jesus appointed the twelve:

Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter);

James son of Zebedee and John the brother of James

(to whom he gave the name Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder);
and Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew,

and Thomas, and James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus,

and Simon the Zealot,

and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

The gospel of the Lord.

316 SATURDAY

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 1.1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27

11

How the mighty have fallen in the battle!
A reading from the second book of Samuel.

After the death of Saul,

when David had returned from defeating the Amalekites,

David remained two days in Ziklag.

On the third day, a man came from Saul’s camp,

with his clothes torn and dirt on his head.

When he came to David, he fell to the ground and did obeisance.

David said to him, “Where have you come from?”

He said to him, “I have escaped from the camp of Israel.”
David said to him, “How did things go? Tell me!”

He answered, “The army fled from the battle,

but also many of the army fell and died;

and Saul and his son Jonathan also died.”

Then David took hold of his clothes and tore them;
and all the men who were with him did the same.
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They mourned and wept, and fasted until evening

for Saul and for his son Jonathan,

and for the army of the Lord and for the house of Israel,
because they had fallen by the sword.

He said:

“Your glory, O Israel, lies slain upon your high places!
How the mighty have fallen!

Saul and Jonathan, beloved and lovely!

In life and in death they were not divided;

they were swifter than eagles,

they were stronger than lions.

“O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,
who clothed you with crimson, in luxury,
who put ornaments of gold on your apparel.

“How the mighty have fallen
in the midst of the battle!
Jonathan lies slain upon your high places.

“I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan;
greatly beloved were you to me;

your love to me was wonderful,

passing the love of women.

“How the mighty have fallen,
and the weapons of war perished!”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

R. O God, let us see your face that we may be saved.

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,

you who lead Joseph like a flock!

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth
before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.

Stir up your might,

and come to save us! R.

O Lord God of hosts,

how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?
You have fed them with the bread of tears,

and given them tears to drink in full measure.

You make us the scorn of our neighbours;

our enemies laugh among themselves. R.

Psalm 80.1-2, 4-6 (R.3)
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Acts 16.14b

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Open our hearts, O Lord,
to listen to the words of your Son.

GOSPEL Mark 3.20-21

People were saying of Jesus: “He has lost his mind.”
[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.
Jesus and the disciples went home;

20 and the crowd came together again,
so that they could not even eat.

21 When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him,
for people were saying,
“He has gone out of his mind.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Some may prefer to read the gospel in no. 255 or 325.
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THIRD WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
317 MONDAY

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 5.1-7, 10

You shepherd my people Israel.

A reading from the second book of Samuel.

1 All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said,
“Look, we are your bone and flesh.
2 For some time, while Saul was king over us,

it was you who led out Israel and brought it in.
The Lord said to you:
It is you who shall be shepherd of my people Israel,
you who shall be ruler over Israel.”
3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron;
and King David made a covenant with them
at Hebron before the Lord,
and they anointed David king over Israel.

4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign,
and he reigned forty years.
5 At Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months;

and at Jerusalem
he reigned over all Israel and Judah thirty-three years.

6 The king and his men marched to Jerusalem against the Jebusites,
the inhabitants of the land, who said to David,
“You will not come in here,
even the blind and the lame will turn you back”—thinking,
“David cannot come in here.”

7 Nevertheless David took the stronghold of Zion,
which is now the city of David.

10 And David became greater and greater,
for the Lord, the God of hosts, was with him.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM

19

20

21

24

25

R. My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him.

You spoke in a vision

to your faithful one, and said:

I have set the crown on one who is mighty,

I have exalted one chosen from the people. R.

I have found my servant David,

with my holy oil I have anointed him;
my hand shall always remain with him;
my arm also shall strengthen him. R.

My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him;
and in my name his name shall be exalted.

I will set his hand on the sea

and his right hand on the rivers. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Our Saviour Jesus Christ has done away with death
and brought us life through the gospel.

GOSPEL

22

23

24

25

26

27

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Some scribes who came down from Jerusalem said of Jesus,
“He has Beelzebul,
and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.”

And Jesus called them to him, and spoke to them in parables,
“How can Satan cast out Satan?

If a kingdom is divided against itself,

that kingdom cannot stand.

And if a house is divided against itself,

that house will not be able to stand.

And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided,
he cannot stand, but his end has come.

But no one can enter a strong man’s house

and plunder his property

without first tying up the strong man;

then indeed the house can be plundered.

Psalm 89.19, 20-21, 24-25 (R.24a)

2 Timothy 1.10b

Mark 3.22-30
Satan’s end has come.
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28 “Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins
and whatever blasphemies they utter;

29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit
can never have forgiveness,
but is guilty of an eternal sin”

30 For the Scribes had said, “Jesus has an unclean spirit.”

The gospel of the Lord.

318 TUESDAY

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 6.12b-15, 17-19

David and all the house of Israel
brought up the ark of God’s covenant with rejoicing.

A reading from the second book of Samuel.

12 David brought up the ark of God
from the house of Obed-edom
to the city of David with rejoicing;

13 and when those who bore the ark of the Lord had gone six paces,
he sacrificed an ox and a fatling.

14 David danced before the Lord with all his might;
David was girded with a linen ephod.

15 So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord
with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet.

17 They brought in the ark of the Lord, and set it in its place,
inside the tent that David had pitched for it;
and David offered burnt offerings
and offerings of well-being before the Lord.

18 When David had finished offering the burnt offerings
and the offerings of well-being,
he blessed the people in the name of the Lord of hosts,
19 and distributed food among all the people,
the whole multitude of Israel, both men and women,
to each a cake of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake of raisins.
Then all the people went back to their homes.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 24.7, 8, 9, 10 (R.8a)

10

R. Who is this king of glory?
It is the Lord!

Lift up your heads, O gates!
and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
that the King of glory may come in. R.

Who is the King of glory?
The Lord, strong and mighty,
the Lord, mighty in battle. R.

Lift up your heads, O gates!
and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
that the King of glory may come in. R.

Who is this King of glory?
The Lord of hosts,
he is the King of glory. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION See Matthew 11.25

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;

you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.

GOSPEL Mark 3.31-35

31

32

33
34

35

Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

The mother of Jesus and his brothers came to the house where he was
and standing outside, they sent to him and called him.

A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him,

“Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.”
And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?”

And looking at those who sat around him, he said,

“Here are my mother and my brothers!

Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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319 WEDNESDAY

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 7.1-17++

I will raise up your offspring after you and make his kingdom secure.

A reading from the second book of Samuel.

1 When King David was settled in his house in Jerusalem,

and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around him,
2 the king said to the prophet Nathan,

“See now, | am living in a house of cedar,

but the ark of God stays in a tent.”
3 Nathan said to the king,

“Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.”

4 But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan:
5 Go and tell my servant David:

Thus says the Lord:

Are you the one to build me a house to live in?

6 | have not lived in a house
since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt
to this day,
but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle.
7 Wherever | have moved about among all the people of Israel,

did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel,
whom | commanded to shepherd my people Israel,
saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”

8 Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David:
Thus says the Lord of hosts:
| took you from the pasture, from following the sheep
to be prince over my people Israel,

9 and | have been with you wherever you went,
and have cut off all your enemies from before you;
and I will make for you a great name,
like the name of the great ones of the earth.

10 And | will appoint a place for my people Israel
and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place,
and be disturbed no more;
and evildoers shall afflict them no more,

as formerly,
11 from the time that | appointed judges over my people Israel;
and I will give you rest from all your enemies. [
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM

26

27

28

29

Moreover the Lord declares to you

that the Lord will make you a house.

When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors,
I will raise up your offspring after you,

who shall come forth from your body,

and I will establish his kingdom.

He shall build a house for my name,

and | will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.

| will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me.
When he commits iniquity,

I will punish him with a rod such as mortals use,

with blows inflicted by human beings.

But I will not take my steadfast love from him,

as | took it from Saul, whom | put away from before you.

Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me;

your throne shall be established forever.

In accordance with all these words and with all this vision,
Nathan spoke to David.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

R. For ever | will pledge my love for my servant.

You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
I have sworn to my servant David:

I will establish your descendants forever,

and build your throne for all generations.” R.

He shall cry to me, “You are my Father,
my God, and the Rock of my salvation!”
I will make him the firstborn,

the highest of the kings of the earth. R.

Forever | will keep my steadfast love for him,
and my covenant with him will stand firm.

I will establish his line forever,

and his throne as long as the heavens endure. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.

If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower;
all who come to him will live for ever.
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GOSPEL Mark 4.1-20

A sower went out to sow.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 Jesus began to teach beside the sea.
Such a very large crowd gathered around him
that he got into a boat on the water and sat there,
while the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land.

2 He began to teach them many things in parables,
and in his teaching he said to them:
3 “Listen! A sower went out to sow.
4 And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path,
and the birds came and ate it up.
5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil,
and it sprang up quickly, since it had no depth of soil.
6 And when the sun rose, it was scorched,
and since it had no root, it withered away.
7 “Other seed fell among thorns,

and the thorns grew up and choked it,
and it yielded no grain.
8 Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain,
growing up and increasing
and yielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.”
9 And he said, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!”

10 When Jesus was alone,
those who were around him along with the twelve
asked him about the parables.

1n And he said to them,
“To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God,
but for those outside, everything comes in parables;

12 in order that ‘they may indeed look, but not perceive,
and may indeed listen, but not understand,
so that they may not turn again and be forgiven.

13 And Jesus said to them,
“Do you not understand this parable?
Then how will you understand all the parables?

14 “The sower sows the word.
15 These are the ones on the path where the word is sown:
when they hear, Satan immediately comes
and takes away the word that is sown in them. [
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16 And these are the ones sown on rocky ground:
when they hear the word, they immediately receive it with joy.

17 But they have no root, and endure only for a while;
then, when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word,
immediately they fall away.

18 “And others are those sown among the thorns:
these are the ones who hear the word,
19 but the cares of the world, and the lure of wealth,
and the desire for other things come in and choke the word,
and it yields nothing.
20 And these are the ones sown on the good soil:
they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit,
thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.”

The gospel of the Lord.

320 THURSDAY

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 7.18-19, 24-29

Who am I, Lord God, and what is my house?

A reading from the second book of Samuel.

After the prophet Nathan had proclaimed to David the promises of God,
18 King David went in and sat before the Lord, and said,
“Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my house,
that you have brought me thus far?
19 And yet this was a small thing in your eyes, O Lord God,;
you have spoken also of your servant’s house
for a great while to come.
May this be instruction for the people, O Lord God!
24 And you established your people Israel for yourself
to be your people forever;
and you, O Lord, became their God.

25 “And now, O Lord God,
as for the word that you have spoken
concerning your servant and concerning his house,
confirm it forever;
do as you have promised.

26 Thus your name will be magnified forever in the saying,
‘The Lord of hosts is God over Israel’;
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28

29

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

11

12

and the house of your servant David
will be established before you.

“For you, O Lord of hosts, the God of Israel,

have made this revelation to your servant, saying,

‘I will build you a house’;

therefore your servant has found courage

to pray this prayer to you.

“And now, O Lord God, you are God,

and your words are true,

and you have promised this good thing to your servant;

now therefore may it please you to bless the house of your servant,

so that it may continue forever before you;

for you, O Lord God, have spoken,

and with your blessing

shall the house of your servant be blessed forever.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

R. God will give him
the throne of David, his father.

O Lord, remember in David’s favour

all the hardships he endured;

how he swore to the Lord

and vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob. R.

I will not enter my house

or get into my bed;

I will not give sleep to my eyes

or slumber to my eyelids,

until I find a place for the Lord,

a dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob. R.

The Lord swore to David a sure oath
from which he will not turn back:
“One of the sons of your body

I will set on your throne.” R.

“If your sons keep my covenant

and my decrees that | shall teach them,
their sons also, forevermore,

shall sit on your throne.” R.

Psalm 132.1-2, 3-5, 11, 12, 13-14 (R. Lk 1.32b)
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14

For the Lord has chosen Zion;

he has desired it for his habitation:

“This is my resting place forever;

here | will reside, for | have desired it.” R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Psalm 119.105

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Your word is a lamp for my feet
and a light on my path.

GOSPEL Mark 4.21-25

21

22

23

24

25

A lamp is to be placed on a lampstand.
The measure you give will be the measure you get.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus told this parable to the disciples,

“Is a lamp brought in to be put under the bushel basket,
or under the bed, and not on the lampstand?

For there is nothing hidden, except to be disclosed,;

nor is anything secret, except to come to light.

Let anyone with ears to hear listen!”

And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear;
the measure you give will be the measure you get,
and still more will be given you.

For to those who have, more will be given;

and from those who have nothing,

even what they have will be taken away.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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321 FRIDAY

FIRST READING

10

2 Samuel 11.1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17

You defied me and took Uriah’s wife as your own.

A reading from the second book of Samuel.

In the spring of the year,

the time when kings go out to battle,

David sent Joab with his officers and all Israel with him;
they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah.
But David remained at Jerusalem.

It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch
and was walking about on the roof of the king’s house,

that he saw from the roof a woman bathing;

the woman was very beautiful.

David sent someone to inquire about the woman.

It was reported, “This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam,

the wife of Uriah the Hittite.”

So David sent messengers to get her,

and she came to him, and he lay with her.

The woman conceived;

and she sent and told David, “I am pregnant.”

So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.”
And Joab sent Uriah to David.

When Uriah came to him,

David asked how Joab and the people fared,

and how the war was going.

Then David said to Uriah,

“Go down to your house, and wash your feet.”
Uriah went out of the king’s house,

and there followed him a present from the king.
But Uriah slept at the entrance of the king’s house
with all the servants of his lord,

and did not go down to his house.

The servants told David,

“Uriah did not go down to his house.”
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On the next day,

13 David invited Uriah to eat and drink in his presence
and made him drunk;
and in the evening he went out to lie on his couch
with the servants of his lord,
but he did not go down to his house.

14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab,
and sent it by the hand of Uriah.
15 In the letter he wrote,

“Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting,

and then draw back from him, so that he may be struck down and die.
16 As Joab was besieging the city,

he assigned Uriah

to the place where he knew there were valiant warriors.
17 The men of the city came out and fought with Joab;

and some of the servants of David among the people fell.

Uriah the Hittite was killed as well.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

7

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 51.1-2, 3-4a, 4bc-5, 8-9 (R.1a+4a)

R. Be merciful, O Lord,
for we have sinned.

1 Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.

2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin. R.

3 For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against you, you alone, have | sinned,

and done what is evil in your sight. R.

That you are justified in your sentence
and blameless when you pass judgment.

5 Indeed, | was born guilty,

a sinner when my mother conceived me. R.
8 Let me hear joy and gladness;

let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
9 Hide your face from my sins,

and blot out all my iniquities. R.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION See Matthew 11.25

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
you have revealed to little one the mysteries of the kingdom.

GOSPEL Mark 4.26-34

Someone scatters seed on the ground and it grows even while the sower is asleep.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

26 Jesus told the people a parable,
“The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,
27 and would sleep and rise night and day,
and the seed would sprout and grow,
without the sower knowing how.
28 The earth produces of itself, first the stalk,
then the head, then the full grain in the head.
29 But when the grain is ripe,
at once he goes in with his sickle,
because the harvest has come.”

30 He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God,
or what parable will we use for it?
31 It is like a mustard seed,
which, when sown upon the ground,
is the smallest of all the seeds on earth;
32 yet when it is sown it grows up
and becomes the greatest of all shrubs,
and puts forth large branches,
so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

33 With many such parables Jesus spoke the word to them,
as they were able to hear it;

34 he did not speak to them except in parables,
but he explained everything in private to his disciples.

The gospel of the Lord.

FRIDAY 283



322 SATURDAY

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 12.1-7a, 10-17

David said: I have sinned against the Lord.

A reading from the second book of Samuel.

David did what displeased the Lord,

1 so the Lord sent Nathan to David.
Nathan came to him, and said to David,
“There were two men in a certain city,
the one rich and the other poor.

2 The rich man had very many flocks and herds;

3 but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb,
which he had bought.
He brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children;
it used to eat of his meagre fare, and drink from his cup,
and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter to him.

4 Now there came a traveller to the rich man,
and he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd
to prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him,
but he took the poor man’s lamb,
and prepared that for the guest who had come to him.”

5 Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man.
He said to Nathan,
“As the Lord lives, the man who has done this deserves to die;

6 he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing,
and because he had no pity.”
7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man!

10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house,
for you have despised me,
and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.

1 “Thus says the Lord:
I will raise up trouble against you from within your own house;
and | will take your wives before your eyes,
and give them to your neighbour,
and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this very sun.
12 For you did it secretly;
but I will do this thing before all Israel,
and before the sun.”
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13 David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.”
Nathan said to David, “Now the Lord has put away your sin;
you shall not die.

14 Nevertheless,
because by this deed you have utterly scorned the Lord,
the child that is born to you shall die.”

15 Then Nathan went to his house.

The Lord struck the child that Uriah’s wife bore to David,
and it became very ill.

16 David therefore pleaded with God for the child;

David fasted, and went in and lay all night on the ground.

17 The elders of his house stood beside him,
urging him to rise from the ground;
but he would not, nor did he eat food with them.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 51.10-11, 12-13, 14-15 (R.10a)

R. Create a clean heart in me, O God.

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and put a new and steadfast spirit within me.
1 Do not cast me away from your presence,
and do not take your holy spirit from me. R.

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and sustain in me a willing spirit.

13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners will return to you. R.

14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation,
and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance.
15 O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare your praise. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 3.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

God loved the world so much, he gave his only Son,
that all who believe in him might have eternal life.
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GOSPEL Mark 4.35-41

Who is this, that the wind and the sea obey him?
[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

All day long, Jesus had spoken to the crowd in parables.

35 When evening had come,
Jesus said to the disciples,
“Let us go across to the other side.”
36 And leaving the crowd behind,
they took him with them in the boat, just as he was.
Other boats were with him.

37 A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat,
so that the boat was already being swamped.
38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion;
and they woke him up and said to him,
“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?”
39 Jesus woke up and rebuked the wind,
and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!”
Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm.

40 He said to them, “Why are you afraid?
Have you still no faith?”

41 And they were filled with great awe and said to one another,
“Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”

The gospel of the Lord.
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FOURTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
323 MONDAY

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 15.13-14, 30; 16.5-13a

Let us get away from Absalom.
Leave Shimei alone, he was sent to curse by God’s bidding.

A reading from the second book of Samuel.

13 A messenger came to David, saying,
“The hearts of the Israelites have gone after Absalom.”

14 Then David said to all his officials who were with him at Jerusalem,
“Get up! Let us flee,
or there will be no escape for us from Absalom.
Hurry, or he will soon overtake us, and bring disaster down upon us,
and attack the city with the edge of the sword.”

30 But David went up the ascent of the Mount of Olives,
weeping as he went,
with his head covered and walking barefoot;
and all the people who were with him covered their heads
and went up, weeping as they went.

5 When King David came to Bahurim,
a man of the family of the house of Saul came out
whose name was Shimei son of Gera;
he came out cursing.
6 He threw stones at David and at all the servants of King David,;
now all the people and all the warriors were on his right
and on his left.

7 Shimei shouted while he cursed,
“Out! Out! Murderer! Scoundrel!
8 The Lord has avenged on all of you

the blood of the house of Saul, in whose place you have reigned;

and the Lord has given the kingdom into the hand of your son Absalom.
See, disaster has overtaken you;

for you are a man of blood.”

9 Then Abishai son of Zeruiah said to the king,
“Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king?
Let me go over and take off his head.”
10 But the king said,
“What have | to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah?
If he is cursing because the Lord has said to him, ‘Curse David,’
who then shall say, ‘Why have you done so?’” []
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1 David said to Abishai and to all his servants,
“My own son seeks my life;
how much more now may this Benjaminite!
Let him alone, and let him curse;
for the Lord has bidden him.

12 It may be that the Lord will look on my distress,
and the Lord will repay me with good
for this cursing of me today.”

13 So David and his men went on the road.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 3.1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (R.6)
R. Lord, rise up and save me.
1 O Lord, how many are my foes!
Many are rising against me;
2 many are saying to me,
“There is no help for you in God.” R.
3 But you, O Lord, are a shield around me,
my glory, and the one who lifts up my head.
4 I cry aloud to the Lord,
and he answers me from his holy hill. R.
5 I lie down and sleep;
I wake again, for the Lord sustains me.
6 I am not afraid of ten thousands of people

who have set themselves against me all around. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 7.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

A great prophet has appeared among us;
God has visited his people.

GOSPEL Mark 5.1-20

Come out of him, you unclean spirit.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 Jesus and the disciples came to the other side of the sea,
to the country of the Gerasenes.
2 And when he had stepped out of the boat,
immediately a man out of the tombs with an unclean spirit met him.
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11
12

13

14

15

16

17
18

He lived among the tombs;

and no one could restrain him any more, even with a chain;
for he had often been restrained with shackles and chains,
but the chains he wrenched apart,

and the shackles he broke in pieces;

and no one had the strength to subdue him.

Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains

he was always howling and bruising himself with stones.

When he saw Jesus from a distance,

he ran and bowed down before him;

and he shouted at the top of his voice,

“What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?
I adjure you by God, do not torment me.”

For he had said to him,

“Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!”

Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”

He replied, “My name is Legion; for we are many.”

He begged him earnestly not to send them out of the country.

Now there on the hillside a great herd of swine was feeding;
and the unclean spirits begged him,

“Send us into the swine; let us enter them.”

So he gave them permission.

And the unclean spirits came out and entered the swine;
and the herd, numbering about two thousand,

rushed down the steep bank into the sea,

and were drowned in the water.

The swineherds ran off and told it in the city and in the country.
Then people came to see what it was that had happened.

They came to Jesus

and saw the demoniac sitting there,

clothed and in his right mind,

the very man who had had the legion;

and they were afraid.

Those who had seen what had happened to the demoniac

and to the swine reported it.

Then they began to beg Jesus to leave their neighbourhood.
As he was getting into the boat,

the man who had been possessed by demons

begged him that he might be with him.
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19 But Jesus refused, and said to him,
“Go home to your friends,
and tell them how much the Lord has done for you,
and what mercy he has shown you.”
20 And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis
how much Jesus had done for him;
and everyone was amazed.

The gospel of the Lord.

324 TUESDAY

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 18.9-10, 14b, 24-26a, 30 - 19.3++
O Absalom, my son, would I had died instead of you.

A reading from the second book of Samuel.

9 Absalom happened to meet the servants of David.
Absalom was riding on his mule,
and the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak.
His head caught fast in the oak,
and he was left hanging between heaven and earth,
while the mule that was under him went on.
10 A man saw it, and told Joab,
“l saw Absalom hanging in an oak.”

14 Joab took three spears in his hand,
and thrust them into the heart of Absalom.

24 Now David was sitting between the two gates.
The sentinel went up to the roof of the gate by the wall,
and when he looked up, he saw a man running alone.
25 The sentinel shouted and told the king.
The king said, “If he is alone, there are tidings in his mouth.”
He kept coming, and drew near.
26 Then the sentinel saw another messenger running.

30 The king said to the first messenger,
“Turn aside, and stand here.”
So he turned aside, and stood still.
31 Then the Cushite came; and the Cushite said,
“Good tidings for my lord the king!
For the Lord has vindicated you this day,
delivering you from the power of all who rose up against you.”

32
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The king said to the Cushite,

“Is it well with the young man Absalom?”

The Cushite answered, “May the enemies of my lord the king,
and all who rise up to do you harm,

be like that young man.”

33 The king was deeply moved,
and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept;
and as he went, he said,
“O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom!
Would | had died instead of you,
O Absalom, my son, my son!”

1 It was told to Joab,
“The king is weeping and mourning for Absalom.”
2 So the victory that day was turned into mourning for all the troops;

for the troops heard that day,
“The king is grieving for his son.”
3 The troops stole into the city that day
as soldiers steal in who are ashamed when they flee in battle.
The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 86.1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (R.1a)
R. Listen, Lord, and answer me.

1 Incline your ear, O Lord, and answer me,
for | am poor and needy.

2 Preserve my life, for | am devoted to you;

save your servant who trusts in you.
You are my God. R.

3 Be gracious to me, O Lord,
for to you do I cry all day long.
4 Gladden the soul of your servant,
for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. R.
5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving,
abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you.
6 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer;

listen to my cry of supplication. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Matthew 8.17

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Christ bore our sickness,
and endured our suffering.
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GOSPEL Mark 5.21-43

Young woman, | say to you, get up.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

21 When Jesus had crossed in the boat to the other side,
a great crowd gathered around him; and he was by the sea.
22 Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came
and, when he saw him, fell at his feet
23 and begged him repeatedly,
“My little daughter is at the point of death.
Come and lay your hands on her,
so that she may be made well, and live.”
24 So Jesus went with him.
And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him.

25 Now there was a woman

who had been suffering from haemorrhages for twelve years.
26 She had endured much under many physicians,

and had spent all that she had;

and she was no better, but rather grew worse.
27 She had heard about Jesus,

and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak,
28 for she said,

“If I but touch his clothes, | will be made well.”

29 Immediately her haemorrhage stopped;
and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease.
30 Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him,

Jesus turned about in the crowd and said,
“Who touched my clothes?”
31 And his disciples said to him,
“You see the crowd pressing in on you;
how can you say, ‘Who touched me?’”
32 He looked all around to see who had done it.
33 But the woman,
knowing what had happened to her,
came in fear and trembling,
fell down before him, and told him the whole truth.
34 He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well;
go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”

35 While Jesus was still speaking,
some people came from the leader’s house to say,
“Your daughter is dead.
Why trouble the teacher any further?”
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36 But overhearing what they said,
Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue,
“Do not fear, only believe.”
37 He allowed no one to follow him
except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James.
38 When they came to the house of the leader of the synagogue,
Jesus saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly.
39 When he had entered, he said to them,
“Why do you make a commotion and weep?
The child is not dead but sleeping.”
40 And they laughed at him.

Then he put them all outside,
and took the child’s father and mother and those who were with him,
and went in where the child was.

41 He took her by the hand and said to her,
“Talitha cum,”
which means, “Little girl, get up!”

42 And immediately the girl got up and began to walk about
(she was twelve years of age).
At this they were overcome with amazement.

43 Jesus strictly ordered them that no one should know this,
and told them to give her something to eat.

The gospel of the Lord.

325 WEDNESDAY

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 24.2, 9-17

I alone have sinned; but these sheep of the flock, what have they done?

A reading from the second book of Samuel.

2 King David said to Joab
and the commanders of the army, who were with him,
“Go through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan to Beer-sheba,
and take a census of the people,
so that I may know how many there are.”
9 Joab reported to the king
the number of those who had been recorded:
in Israel there were eight hundred thousand soldiers
able to draw the sword,
and those of Judah were five hundred thousand. O
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But afterward, David was stricken to the heart

because he had numbered the people.

David said to the Lord,

“I have sinned greatly in what | have done.

But now, O Lord, | pray you, take away the guilt of your servant;
for | have done very foolishly.”

When David rose in the morning,

the word of the Lord came to the prophet Gad,
David’s seer, saying,

“Go and say to David: Thus says the Lord:
Three things | offer you;

choose one of them, and | will do it to you.”

So Gad came to David and told him:

he asked him,

“Shall three years of famine come to you on your land?

Or will you flee three months before your foes while they pursue you?
Or shall there be three days’ pestilence in your land?

Now consider, and decide what answer | shall return

to the one who sent me.”

Then David said to Gad, “I am in great distress;

let us fall into the hand of the Lord, for his mercy is great;

but let me not fall into human hands.”

So the Lord sent a pestilence on Israel

from that morning until the appointed time;

and seventy thousand of the people died, from Dan to Beer-sheba.
But when the angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem

to destroy it,

the Lord relented concerning the evil,

and said to the angel who was bringing destruction among the people,
“It is enough; now stay your hand.”

The angel of the Lord was then

by the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.

When David saw the angel who was destroying the people,

he said to the Lord,

“I alone have sinned, and | alone have done wickedly;

but these sheep, what have they done?

Let your hand, | pray, be against me and against my father’s house.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 32.1-2, 5, 6, 7 (R. see 5¢)

R. Lord, forgive the wrong | have done.

1 Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.

2 Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit. R.

5 Then | acknowledged my sin to you,

and | did not hide my iniquity;
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”
and you forgave the guilt of my sin. R.

6 Therefore let all who are faithful
offer prayer to you;
at a time of distress,
the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them. R.

7 You are a hiding place for me;
you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me
with glad cries of deliverance. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 10.27

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord;
I know them, and they follow me.

GOSPEL Mark 6.1-6

Prophets are not without honour, except in their hometown.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 Jesus came to his hometown,
and his disciples followed him.

2 On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue,
and many who heard him were astounded.
They said, “Where did this man get all this?
What is this wisdom that has been given to him?
What deeds of power are being done by his hands!

3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary
and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon,
and are not his sisters here with us?”
And they took offense at him.

4 Then Jesus said to them,
“Prophets are not without honour, except in their hometown,
and among their own kin, and in their own house.” ]
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And he could do no deed of power there,
except that he laid his hands on a few sick people
and cured them.

And he was amazed at their unbelief.
Then Jesus went about among the villages teaching.

The gospel of the Lord.

326 THURSDAY

FIRST READING 1 Kings 2.1-4, 10-12

10

11

12

I am going the way of all the earth; be strong, Solomon, be courageous.
A reading from the first book of Kings.

When David’s time to die drew near,

he charged his son Solomon, saying:

“I am about to go the way of all the earth.

Be strong, be courageous,

and keep the charge of the Lord your God,

walking in his ways and keeping his statutes,

his commandments, his ordinances, and his testimonies,
as it is written in the law of Moses,

so that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn.
Then the Lord will establish his word that he spoke concerning me:
‘If your heirs take heed to their way,

to walk before me in faithfulness

with all their heart and with all their soul,

there shall not fail you a successor on the throne of Israel.

Then David slept with his ancestors,

and was buried in the city of David.

The time that David reigned over Israel was forty years;
he reigned seven years in Hebron,

and thirty-three years in Jerusalem.

So Solomon sat on the throne of his father David;
and his kingdom was firmly established.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

MM
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RESPONSORIAL CANTICLE 1 Chronicles 29.10, 11ab, 11d-12a, 12bcd (R.12b)

10

11

12

R. Lord, you are exalted over all.

Blessed are you, O Lord,
the God of our ancestor Israel,
forever and ever. R.

Yours, O Lord, are the greatness and the power,
the glory, the victory, and the majesty;
for all that is in the heavens and on the earth is yours. R.

Yours is the kingdom, O Lord,
and you are exalted as head above all.
Riches and honour come from you. R.

You rule over all.

In your hand are power and might;
and it is in your hand to make great
and to give strength to all. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mark 1.15

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The kingdom of God is near:
repent and believe the good news!

GOSPEL Mark 6.7-13

10

11

12
13

Jesus began to send the twelve out two by two.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus called the twelve

and began to send them out two by two,

and gave them authority over the unclean spirits.

He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff;
no bread, no bag, no money in their belts;

but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics.

He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house,

stay there until you leave the place.

If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you,
as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet

as a testimony against them.”

So the twelve went out and proclaimed that all should repent.
They cast out many demons,
and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.

The gospel of the Lord.
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327 FRIDAY

FIRST READING Sirach 47.2-11

David praised the Lord with all his heart and loved God.
A reading from the book of Sirach.

2 As the fat is set apart from the communion offering,
so David was set apart from the Israelites.

3 He played with lions as though they were young goats,
and with bears as though they were lambs of the flock.

4 In his youth did he not kill a giant,

and take away the people’s disgrace,
when he whirled the stone in the sling
and struck down the boasting Goliath?

5 For he called on the Lord, the Most High,
and he gave strength to his right arm
to strike down a mighty warrior,
and to exalt the power of his people.

6 So they glorified him for the tens of thousands he conquered,
and praised him for the blessings bestowed by the Lord,
when the glorious diadem was given to him.

7 For he wiped out his enemies on every side,
and annihilated his adversaries the Philistines;
he crushed their power to our own day.

8 In all that he did he gave thanks to the Holy One, the Most High,
proclaiming his glory;
he sang praise with all his heart,
and he loved his Maker.
9 He placed singers before the altar,
to make sweet melody with their voices.
10 He gave beauty to the festivals,
and arranged their times throughout the year,
while they praised God’s holy name,
and the sanctuary resounded from early morning.

1 The Lord took away his sins,
and exalted his power forever;
he gave him a covenant of kingship
and a glorious throne in Israel.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM

30

46

49

50

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

R. Blessed be God my salvation!

This God—nhis way is perfect;
the promise of the Lord proves true;
he is a shield for all who take refuge in him. R.

The Lord lives! Blessed be my rock,

and exalted be the God of my salvation.

For this I will extol you, O Lord, among the nations,
and sing praises to your name. R.

Great triumphs he gives to his king,
and shows steadfast love to his anointed,
to David and his descendants forever. R.

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed are they who have kept the word with a generous heart
and yield a harvest through perseverance.

Psalm 18.30, 46+49, 50 (R.46)

see Luke 8.15

Mark 6.14-29

John, whom | beheaded, has been raised.

[ | A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

King Herod heard of the miracles of Jesus,

for Jesus’ name had become known.

Some were saying, “John the Baptist has been raised from the dead;
and for this reason these powers are at work in him.”
But others said, “It is Elijah.”

And others said, “It is a prophet,

like one of the prophets of old.”

But when Herod heard of it, he said,

“John, whom | beheaded, has been raised.”

For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John,
bound him, and put him in prison

on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife,
because Herod had married her.

For John had been telling Herod,

“It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”

And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him,
But she could not,

for Herod feared John,

knowing that he was a righteous and holy man,

and he protected him.

FRIDAY
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21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

When Herod heard John, he was greatly perplexed,;
and yet he liked to listen to him.

But an opportunity came

when Herod on his birthday

gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers

and for the leaders of Galilee.

When the daughter of Herodias herself came in and danced,
she pleased Herod and his guests;

and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish,

and | will give it.”

And he solemnly swore to her,

“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.”

She went out and said to her mother, “What should | ask for?”
She replied, “The head of John the Baptist.”

Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested,

“l want you to give me at once

the head of John the Baptist on a platter.”

The king was deeply grieved,;

yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests,

he did not want to refuse her.

Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard

with orders to bring John’s head.

He went and beheaded him in the prison,

brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl.

Then the girl gave it to her mother.

When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body,
and laid it in a tomb.

The gospel of the Lord.

328 SATURDAY

FIRST READING 1 Kings 3.4-13

Give your servant an understanding mind to govern your people.
A reading from the first book of Kings.
King Solomon went to Gibeon to sacrifice there,

for that was the principal high place;
Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.
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10
11

12

13

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night;
and God said, “Ask what | should give you.”

And Solomon said,

“You have shown great and steadfast love

to your servant my father David,

because he walked before you in faithfulness,

in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you;
and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love,
and have given him a son to sit on his throne today.

“And now, O Lord my God,

you have made your servant king in place of my father David,
although I am only a little child;

I do not know how to go out or come in.

And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen,
a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted.
Give your servant therefore an understanding mind

to govern your people,

able to discern between good and evil;

for who can govern this your great people?”

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.
God said to him,

“Because you have asked this,

and have not asked for yourself long life or riches,
or for the life of your enemies,

but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right,
I now do according to your word.

Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind;

no one like you has been before you

and no one like you shall arise after you.

| give you also what you have not asked,

both riches and honour all your life;

no other king shall compare with you.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 119.9-10, 11-12, 13-14 (R.12)

R. Lord, teach me your decrees.

9 How can young people keep their way pure?
By guarding it according to your word.
10 With my whole heart | seek you;
do not let me stray from your commandments. R.

1 | treasure your word in my heart,
so that I may not sin against you.
12 Blessed are you, O Lord;

teach me your statutes. R.
13 With my lips | declare
all the ordinances of your mouth.

14 I delight in the way of your decrees
as much as in all riches. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 10.27

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord;
I know them, and they follow me.

GOSPEL Mark 6.30-34

Jesus had compassion on the crowd for they were like sheep without a shepherd.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

After returning from their first mission,
30 the apostles gathered around Jesus,
and told him all that they had done and taught.
31 He said to them,
“Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.”
For many were coming and going,
and they had no leisure even to eat.
32 And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves.

33 Now many saw them going and recognized them,
and they hurried there on foot from all the towns
and arrived ahead of them.

34 As Jesus went ashore, he saw a great crowd;
and he had compassion for them,
because they were like sheep without a shepherd;
and he began to teach them many things.

The gospel of the Lord.
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FIFTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
329 MONDAY

FIRST READING 1 Kings 8.1-7, 9-13

The priests brought the ark of the covenant into the most holy place
and a cloud filled the house of the Lord.

A reading from the first book of Kings.

1 King Solomon assembled before him in Jerusalem
the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes,
the leaders of the ancestral houses of the Israelites,
to bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord
out of the city of David, which is Zion.

2 All the people of Israel assembled with King Solomon
at the festival in the month Ethanim,
which is the seventh month.

3 And all the elders of Israel came,
and the priests carried the ark.

4 So they brought up the ark of the Lord, the tent of meeting,
and all the holy vessels that were in the tent;
the priests and the Levites brought them up.

5 King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel,
who had assembled before him,
were with him before the ark,
sacrificing so many sheep and oxen
that they could not be counted or numbered.
6 Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the Lord
to its place, in the inner sanctuary of the house,
in the most holy place,
underneath the wings of the cherubim.

7 For the cherubim spread out their wings over the place of the ark,
so that the cherubim made a covering above the ark and its poles.
9 There was nothing in the ark except the two tablets of stone

that Moses had placed there at Horeb,
where the Lord made a covenant with the Israelites,
when they came out of the land of Egypt. 0
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10 And when the priests came out of the holy place,
a cloud filled the house of the Lord,

11 so that the priests could not stand to minister
because of the cloud;
for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord.

12 Then Solomon said,

“The Lord has said that he would dwell in thick darkness.
13 | have built you an exalted house,

a place for you to dwell in forever.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 132.1a+2b+4a+5a, 6+8, 9-10, 13-14 (R.8a)++

R. Lord, go up to the place of your rest!

O Lord, remember in David’s favour,

how he vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob,
“I will not give sleep to my eyes

until I find a place for the Lord.” R.

6 We heard of the ark in Ephrathah;
we found it in the fields of Jaar.

a A~ N B

8 Rise up, O Lord, and go to your resting place,
you and the ark of your might. R.
9 Let your priests be clothed with righteousness,
and let your faithful shout for joy.
10 For your servant David’s sake
do not turn away the face of your anointed one. R.
13 For the Lord has chosen Zion;
he has desired it for his habitation.
14 “This is my resting place forever;

here | will reside, for | have desired it.” R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Matthew 4.23

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom
and healed all who were sick.
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GOSPEL Mark 6.53-56

53

54
55

56

All who touched Jesus’ cloak were healed.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus and the disciples crossed over the lake
and came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat.

When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him,
and rushed about that whole region

and began to bring the sick on mats

to wherever they heard Jesus was.

And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms,

they laid the sick in the marketplaces,

and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak;
and all who touched it were healed.

The gospel of the Lord.

330 TUESDAY

FIRST READING 1 Kings 8.22-23, 27-30

22

23

27

28

29

You said: “My name shall be there, that you may heed the prayer of your people Israel.”

A reading from the first book of Kings.

On the day of the dedication of the temple,

King Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord

in the presence of all the assembly of Israel,

and spread out his hands to heaven.

He said, “O Lord, God of Israel,

there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth beneath,
keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants

who walk before you with all their heart.

“But will God indeed dwell on the earth?

Even heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you,

much less this house that | have built!

Regard your servant’s prayer and his plea, O Lord my God,

heeding the cry and the prayer

that your servant prays to you today;

that your eyes may be open night and day toward this house,

the place of which you said, [
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‘My name shall be there,’
that you may heed the prayer
that your servant prays toward this place.

30 “Hear the plea of your servant and of your people Israel
when they pray toward this place;
O hear in heaven your dwelling place; heed and forgive.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 84.2, 3, 4+9, 10 (R.1)

R. How lovely is your dwelling place,
Lord, mighty God!

2 My soul longs, indeed it faints
for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh sing for joy
to the living God. R.

3 Even the sparrow finds a home,
and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may lay her young, at your altars,
O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. R.

4 Happy are those who live in your house,
ever singing your praise.

9 Behold our shield, O God;
look on the face of your anointed. R.

10 For a day in your courts is better
than a thousand elsewhere.
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
than live in the tents of wickedness. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Psalm 119.36a, 29b

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Turn my heart to do your will;
teach me your law, O God.
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GOSPEL Mark 7.1-13

You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 When the Pharisees and some of the scribes
who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus,
2 they noticed that some of his disciples

were eating with defiled hands,
that is, without washing them.
3 (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews,
do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands,
thus observing the tradition of the elders;
4 and when they come from the marketplace,
they do not eat unless they purify themselves
and there are also many other traditions that they observe,
the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.)

5 So the Pharisees and the scribes asked Jesus,
“Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders,
but eat with defiled hands?”
6 Jesus said to them,
“Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,
“This people honours me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me;

7 in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
8 You abandon the commandment of God
and hold to human tradition.”
9 Then Jesus said to them,

“You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God
in order to keep your tradition!

10 For Moses said, ‘Honour your father and your mother’; and,
‘Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.’

11 But you say that if anyone tells father or mother,
‘Whatever support you might have had from me is Corban’
(that is, an offering to God)—

12 then you no longer permit doing anything for a father or mother,

13 thus making void the word of God through your tradition
that you have handed on.
And you do many things like this.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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331 WEDNESDAY

FIRST READING 1 Kings 10.1-10

The Queen of Sheba observed all the wisdom of Solomon.

A reading from the first book of Kings.

1 When the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon,
she came to test him with hard questions.
2 She came to Jerusalem with a very great retinue,

with camels bearing spices, and very much gold, and precious stones;
and when she came to Solomon,
she told him all that was on her mind.
3 Solomon answered all her questions;
there was nothing hidden from the king
that he could not explain to her.

4 When the queen of Sheba had observed all the wisdom of Solomon,
the house that he had built,

5 the food of his table,
the seating of his officials,
and the attendance of his servants,
their clothing, his valets,
and his burnt offerings that he offered at the house of the Lord,
there was no more spirit in her.

6 So she said to the king,
“The report was true that | heard in my own land
of your accomplishments and of your wisdom,
7 but | did not believe the reports
until I came and my own eyes had seen it.
Not even half had been told me;
your wisdom and prosperity far surpass the report that | had heard.
8 Happy are your wives!
Happy are these your servants,
who continually attend you and hear your wisdom!
9 Blessed be the Lord your God, who has delighted in you
and set you on the throne of Israel!
Because the Lord loved Israel forever,
he has made you king to execute justice and righteousness.”
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Then she gave the king one hundred twenty talents of gold,
a great quantity of spices, and precious stones;

never again did spices come in such quantity

as that which the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 37.5-6, 30-31, 39-40 (R.30)

30

31

39

40

R. The mouths of the just murmur wisdom.

Commit your way to the Lord;

trust in him, and he will act.

He will make your vindication shine like the light,
and the justice of your cause like the noonday. R.

The mouths of the righteous utter wisdom,
and their tongues speak justice.

The law of their God is in their hearts;
their steps do not slip. R.

The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord;
he is their refuge in the time of trouble.

The Lord helps them and rescues them,;

he rescues them from the wicked, and saves them,
because they take refuge in him. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 17.17

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Your word, O Lord, is truth;

make us holy in the truth.

GOSPEL Mark 7.14-23

14

15

16

17

It is what comes out of a person’s mouth that defiles.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus called the crowd and said to them,

“Listen to me, all of you, and understand:

there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile,
but the things that come out are what defile.

Let anyone with ears to hear, listen.”

When Jesus had left the crowd and entered the house,
his disciples asked him about the parable. [
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18

19

20

21

22

23

He said to them, “Then do you also fail to understand?

Do you not see

that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile,
since it enters, not the heart but the stomach,

and goes out into the sewer?”

(Thus Jesus declared all foods clean.)

And he said,

“It is what comes out of a person that defiles.

For it is from within,

from the human heart, that evil intentions come:
fornication, theft, murder,

adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit,
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly.

All these evil things come from within,

and they defile a person.”

The gospel of the Lord.

332 THURSDAY

FIRST READING 1 Kings 11.4-13

Since you have not kept my covenant, | will tear the kingdom from you,
yet for the sake of David, | will give one tribe to your son.

A reading from the first book of Kings.

When Solomon was old,

his wives turned away his heart after other gods;

and his heart was not true to the Lord his God,

as was the heart of his father David.

For Solomon followed Astarte the goddess of the Sidonians,
and Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites.

So Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the Lord,
and did not completely follow the Lord,

as his father David had done.

Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh

the abomination of Moab,

and for Molech the abomination of the Ammonites,
on the mountain east of Jerusalem.

He did the same for all his foreign wives,

who offered incense and sacrificed to their gods.
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11

12

13

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

35

36

37

40

Then the Lord was angry with Solomon,

because his heart had turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel,
who had appeared to him twice,

and had commanded him concerning this matter,

that he should not follow other gods;

but he did not observe what the Lord commanded.

Therefore the Lord said to Solomon,

“Since this has been your mind and you have not kept my covenant
and my statutes that I have commanded you,

I will surely tear the kingdom from you and give it to your servant.
Yet for the sake of your father David

I will not do it in your lifetime;

| will tear it out of the hand of your son.

I will not, however, tear away the entire kingdom;

I will give one tribe to your son,

for the sake of my servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem,
which | have chosen.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

R. Lord, remember us,
for the love you bear your people.

Happy are those who observe justice,

who do righteousness at all times.

Remember me, O Lord, when you show favour to your people;
help me when you deliver them. R.

Both we and our ancestors have sinned;

we have committed iniquity.

Our ancestors, did not consider your wonderful works;

they did not remember the abundance of your steadfast love. R.

They mingled with the nations
and learned to do as they did.
They served their idols,

which became a snare to them. R.

They sacrificed their sons

and their daughters to the demons.

Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against his people,
and he abhorred his heritage. R.

Psalm 106.3-4, 6-7, 35-36, 37+40 (R.4a)++

THURSDAY
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION James 1.21

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Receive and submit to the word planted in you;
it can save your souls.

GOSPEL Mark 7.24-30

Even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

24 Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon.

He entered a house and did not want anyone to know he was there.

Yet he could not escape notice,
25 but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit

immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet.
26 Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin.

She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter.

27 Jesus said to her, “Let the children be fed first,
for it is not fair to take the children’s food
and throw it to the dogs.”
28 But she answered him,
“Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.”
29 Then he said to her,
“For saying that, you may go—
the demon has left your daughter.”
30 So she went home, found the child lying on the bed,
and the demon gone.

The gospel of the Lord.

333 FRIDAY

FIRST READING 1 Kings 11.29-32; 12.19

Israel was in rebellion against the house of David.
A reading from the first book of Kings.

Jeroboam was very able,
and when Solomon saw that the young man was industrious
he gave him charge over all the forced labour of the house of Joseph.

29 About that time, when Jeroboam was leaving Jerusalem,
the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him on the road.
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30

31

32

19

Ahijah had clothed himself with a new garment.

The two of them were alone in the open country

when Ahijah laid hold of the new garment he was wearing
and tore it into twelve pieces.

He then said to Jeroboam: Take for yourself ten pieces;
for thus says the Lord, the God of Israel,

“See, | am about to tear the kingdom from the hand of Solomon,
and will give you ten tribes.

One tribe will remain his, for the sake of my servant David
and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city that | have chosen
out of all the tribes of Israel.”

So Israel has been in rebellion
against the house of David to this day.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 81.9-10ab, 11-12, 13-14 (R.10a+8a)

10

11

12

13

14

R. I am the Lord, your God; hear my voice.

There shall be no strange god among you;

you shall not bow down to a foreign god.

I am the Lord your God,

who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. R.

But my people did not listen to my voice;
Israel would not submit to me.

So | gave them over to their stubborn hearts,
to follow their own counsels. R.

O that my people would listen to me,

that Israel would walk in my ways!

Then | would quickly subdue their enemies,
and turn my hand against their foes. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Acts 16.14b

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.
Open our hearts, O Lord,

to listen to the words of your Son.
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GOSPEL Mark 7.31-37

Jesus made those who are deaf to hear and those who are mute to speak.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

31 Jesus returned from the region of Tyre,
and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee,
in the region of the Decapolis.

32 They brought to him a man who was deaf
and who had an impediment in his speech;
and they begged him to lay his hand on him.

33 Jesus took him aside in private, away from the crowd,
and put his fingers into his ears,
and he spat and touched his tongue.

34 Then looking up to heaven, Jesus sighed and said to the man,
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.”

35 And immediately his ears were opened,
his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly.

36 Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one;
but the more he ordered them,
the more zealously they proclaimed it.
37 They were astounded beyond measure, saying,
“He has done everything well;
he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

The gospel of the Lord.

334 SATURDAY

FIRST READING 1 Kings 12.26-32; 13.33-34

Jeroboam made two calves of gold.

A reading from the first book of Kings.

Once Jeroboam had become king of ten of the tribes of Israel,
26 he said to himself,

“Now the kingdom may well revert to the house of David.
27 If this people continues to go up to offer sacrifices

in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem,

the heart of this people will turn again to their master,

King Rehoboam of Judah;

they will kill me and return to King Rehoboam of Judah.”
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28

29
30

31

32

33

34

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

19

20

21

So the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold.
He said to the people,

“You have gone up to Jerusalem long enough.

Here are your gods, O lIsrael,

who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.”

He set one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan.

And this thing became a sin,

for the people went to worship before the one at Bethel
and before the other as far as Dan.

He also made houses on high places,

and appointed priests from among all the people,

who were not Levites.

Jeroboam appointed a festival

on the fifteenth day of the eighth month

like the festival that was in Judah,

and he offered sacrifices on the altar;

so he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves that he had made.
And he placed in Bethel

the priests of the high places that he had made.

Jeroboam did not turn from his evil way,

but made priests for the high places again

from among all the people;

any who wanted to be priests he consecrated for the high places.
This matter became sin to the house of Jeroboam,

so as to cut it off

and to destroy it from the face of the earth.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

R. Lord, remember us,
for the love you bear your people.

Both we and our ancestors have sinned;

we have committed iniquity, have done wickedly.
Our ancestors, when they were in Egypt,

did not consider your wonderful works. R.

They made a calf at Horeb

and worshipped a cast image.

They exchanged the glory of God

for the image of an ox that eats grass. R.

Psalm 106.6-7a, 19-20, 21-22 (R.4a)
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They forgot God, their Saviour,

who had done great things in Egypt,
22 wondrous works in the land of Ham,

and awesome deeds by the Red Sea. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Matthew 4.4b

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

No one lives by bread alone,
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.

GOSPEL Mark 8.1-10

The crowd ate and were filled.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 As there was a great crowd without anything to eat,
Jesus called his disciples and said to them,
2 “I have compassion for the crowd,

because they have been with me now for three days
and have nothing to eat.
3 If | send them away hungry to their homes,
they will faint on the way—
and some of them have come from a great distance.”

4 His disciples replied,
“How can one feed these people with bread here in the desert?”

5 He asked them, “How many loaves do you have?”
They said, “Seven.”
6 Then Jesus ordered the crowd to sit down on the ground;

and he took the seven loaves, and after giving thanks
he broke them and gave them to his disciples to distribute;
and they distributed them to the crowd.
7 They had also a few small fish;
and after blessing them,
he ordered that these too should be distributed.

8 The crowd ate and were filled;
and they took up the broken pieces left over,
seven baskets full.
9 Now there were about four thousand people.
And Jesus sent them away.
10 And immediately he got into the boat with his disciples
and went to the district of Dalmanutha.

The gospel of the Lord.
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SIXTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
335 MONDAY

FIRST READING James 1.1-11

Your faith is tested to give you endurance, so that you may be fully mature believers.

A reading from the letter of James.

1 From James,
a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion:
Greetings.

2 My brothers and sisters,
whenever you face trials of any kind, consider it nothing but joy,
3 because you know
that the testing of your faith produces endurance;
4 and let endurance have its full effect,
so that you may be mature and complete,
lacking in nothing.
5 If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God,
who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly,
and it will be given you.
6 But ask in faith, never doubting,
for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea,
driven and tossed by the wind;

7 for the doubter, being double-minded and unstable in every way,
8 must not expect to receive anything from the Lord.
9 Let the believer who is lowly

boast in being raised up,
10 and the rich in being brought low,
because the rich will disappear like a flower in the field.
11 For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the field;
its flower falls, and its beauty perishes.
It is the same way with the rich;
in the midst of a busy life, they will wither away.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 119.67-68, 71-72, 75-76 (R.77a)

R. Be kind to me, Lord, and | shall live.

67 Before | was humbled | went astray,
but now | keep your word.

68 You are good and do good;
teach me your statutes. R.

71 It is good for me that | was humbled,
so that I might learn your statutes.
72 The law of your mouth is better to me
than thousands of gold and silver pieces. R.

s I know, O Lord, that your judgments are right,
and that in faithfulness you have humbled me.
76 Let your steadfast love become my comfort

according to your promise to your servant. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 14.6

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

| am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord;
no one comes to the Father, except through me.

GOSPEL Mark 8.11-13

Why does this generation ask for a sign?

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 The Pharisees came to Jesus and began to argue with him,
asking him for a sign from heaven, to test him.
12 And he sighed deeply in his spirit and said,
“Why does this generation ask for a sign?
Truly | tell you, no sign will be given to this generation.”
13 And he left them, and getting into the boat again,
he went across to the other shore.

The gospel of the Lord.
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336 TUESDAY

FIRST READING James 1.12-18

12

13

14

15

16
17

18

God tempts no one.

A reading from the letter of James.

Blessed is anyone who endures temptation.
Such a one has stood the test and will receive the crown of life
that the Lord has promised to those who love him.

No one, when tempted, should say, “I am being tempted by God”;
for God cannot be tempted by evil

and he himself tempts no one.

But one is tempted by one’s own desire,

being lured and enticed by it;

then, when that desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin,

and that sin, when it is fully grown, gives birth to death.

Do not be deceived, my beloved.

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift,

is from above, coming down from the Father of lights,

with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.

In fulfilment of his own purpose

God gave us birth by the word of truth,

so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 94.12-13a, 14-15, 18-19 (R.12a)

12

13

14

15

18

19

R. Happy are those you teach, O Lord.

Happy are those whom you discipline, O Lord,
and whom you teach out of your law,
giving them respite from days of trouble. R.

For the Lord will not forsake his people;
he will not abandon his heritage;

For justice will return to the righteous,

and all the upright in heart will follow it. R.

When | thought, “My foot is slipping,”
your steadfast love, O Lord, held me up.
When the cares of my heart are many,
your consolations cheer my soul. R.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 14.23

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

All who love me, will keep my words,
and my Father will love them,
and we will come to them.

GOSPEL Mark 8.14-21

Beware the yeast of the Pharisees and Herod.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

After feeding the crowd, Jesus sent them away

and got into the boat with the disciples

to return to the other side of the lake.
14 Now the disciples had forgotten to bring any bread,;

and they had only one loaf with them in the boat.
15 And Jesus cautioned them, saying, “Watch out—

beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and the yeast of Herod.”
16 They said to one another, “It is because we have no bread.”

17 And becoming aware of it, Jesus said to them,
“Why are you talking about having no bread?
Do you still not perceive or understand?
Are your hearts hardened?
18 Do you have eyes, and fail to see?
Do you have ears, and fail to hear?
And do you not remember?
19 When | broke the five loaves for the five thousand,
how many baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?”
They said to him, “Twelve.”

20 “And the seven for the four thousand,
how many baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?”
And they said to him, “Seven.”

21 Then Jesus said to them, “Do you not yet understand?”

The gospel of the Lord.
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337 WEDNESDAY

FIRST READING James 1.19-27

Be doers of the word not merely hearers.

A reading from the letter of James.

19 You must understand this, my beloved:

let everyone be quick to listen,

slow to speak, slow to anger;
20 for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness.
21 Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness

and rank growth of wickedness,

and welcome with meekness the implanted word

that has the power to save your souls.

22 But be doers of the word,
and not merely hearers who deceive themselves.

23 For if any are hearers of the word and not doers,
they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror;

24 for they look at themselves and, on going away,
immediately forget what they were like.

25 But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty,
and persevere,
being not hearers who forget but doers who act—
they will be blessed in their doing.

26 If any think they are religious,
and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts,
their religion is worthless.
27 Religion that is pure and undefiled
before God, the Father, is this:
to care for orphans and widows in their distress,
and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 15.2-3ab, 3cd-4ab, 5 (R.2a+1b)
R. The just shall live on your holy mountain, O Lord.

2 Those who walk blamelessly,
and do what is right,
and speak the truth from their heart;
3 who do not slander with their tongue. R.
Those who do no evil to their friends,
nor take up a reproach against their neighbours;
4 in whose eyes the wicked are despised,
but who honour those who fear the Lord. R.
Those who stand by their oath even to their hurt;
5 Those who do not lend money at interest,
and do not take a bribe against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be moved. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION see Ephesians 1.17-18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our heart,
that we might see how great is the hope to which we are called.

GOSPEL Mark 8.22-26

The sight of the man who was blind was restored and he saw everything clearly.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

22 Jesus and the disciples came to Bethsaida.
Some people brought a man to Jesus who was blind
and begged Jesus to touch him.
23 Jesus took the man who was blind by the hand
and led him out of the village;
and when he had put saliva on his eyes
and laid his hands on him,
he asked him, “Can you see anything?”
24 And the man looked up and said,
“I can see people, but they look like trees, walking.”

25 Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again;
and the man looked intently and his sight was restored,
and he saw everything clearly.

26 Then Jesus sent the man away to his home, saying,
“Do not even go into the village.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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338 THURSDAY

FIRST READING James 2.1-9

Has not God chosen the poor? But you have dishonoured them.

A reading from the letter of James.

1 My brothers and sisters,
do you with your acts of favouritism
really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ?
2 For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes
comes into your assembly,
and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in,
3 and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes
and say, “Have a seat here, please,”
while to the one who is poor you say,
“Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,”

4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves,
and become judges with evil thoughts?
5 Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters.

Has not God chosen the poor in the world
to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom
that he has promised to those who love him?
6 But you have dishonoured the poor.
Is it not the rich who oppress you?
Is it not they who drag you into court?

7 Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name
that was invoked over you?
8 You do well if you really fulfil the royal law

according to the scripture,
“You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”
9 But if you show partiality,
you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 34.1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (R.6)
R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

1 I will bless the Lord at all times;
his praise ever on my lips.
2 My soul makes its boast in the Lord;

let the humble hear and be glad. R.

3 O magnify the Lord with me,
and let us exalt his name together.

4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me,
and delivered me from all my fears. R.
5 Look to him, and be radiant;
so your faces shall never be ashamed.
6 This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord,

and was saved from every trouble. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 6.63b, 68b

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Your words, Lord, are spirit and life;
you have the words of everlasting life.

GOSPEL Mark 8.27-33

Peter answered: You are the Messiah. Jesus said: The Son of Man must suffer much.

[ ] A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

27 Jesus went with his disciples
to the villages of Caesarea Philippi;
and on the way he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that | am?”

28 And they answered him, “John the Baptist;
and others, Elijah;
and still others, one of the prophets.”

29 Jesus asked them, “But who do you say that | am?”
Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.”
30 And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.

31 Then Jesus began to teach them
that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering,
and be rejected by the elders,
the chief priests, and the scribes,
and be killed, and after three days rise again.
32 He said all this quite openly.
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33

And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.

But turning and looking at his disciples, Jesus rebuked Peter
and said, “Get behind me, Satan!

For you are setting your mind not on divine things

but on human things.”

The gospel of the Lord.

339 FRIDAY

FIRST READING

14

15
16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

James 2.14-24, 26

As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead.

A reading from the letter of James.

What good is it, my brothers and sisters,

if you say 